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Introduction

			During the winter of 2022, Ed Stetzer led a pastors’ meeting in New York City. In that meeting Stetzer spoke for about two and a half hours and retold the events of the last two years in his own words. During that meeting, I texted key quotes to several friends. As he spoke, Stetzer told all kinds of stories, including a story of his phone call with Rick Warren after the death of George Floyd, where he told Warren to record a podcast telling America’s pastors how to lead their people to think about Floyd’s death. Stetzer told of meetings he had with the surgeon general to train a cohort of ten thousand pastors to adopt certain COVID-related practices. Stetzer also spoke glowingly about his meetings with denominational leaders at the White House. During the halftime break Stetzer approached me in front of some fifty pastors, calling me out as the guy trying to take him down on Twitter. For obvious reasons, I was startled by his break from the poise and decorum of a global leader of Christianity, yet the primary reason I was startled by his aggression was his comments about taking him down on Twitter. I immediately thought, “No, I’m not trying to get anyone kicked off Twitter.” My resistance to Stetzer’s teachings and actions does not find its center in a digital spat or Twitter war. Rather, it is grounded in real-world action, designed to resist Stetzer’s promotion of what I’m calling “Great Reset Christianity.”

			Over a decade ago, in 2009, Michael O’Fallon, Tom Ascol, Roy Hargrave, and Ed Stetzer had dinner at Jack’s Place in Orlando, Florida. In that dinner conversation, Ed Stetzer laid out the plans for a global change that was coming, and resistance would be futile. For those who got on board with these changes, things would go well for them. For those who resisted, well, they would have a hard time. This meta system change, called the Great Reset, designed by globalist leaders would require the promotion of Christian leaders to pave the way, or at minimum, get Christians to move out of the way. The way to neuter Christianity, to make room for the Great Reset, would require fundamentally reinventing Christianity into Great Reset Christianity.

			This book explains how various passages of Scripture have been weaponized by woke evangelicals to promote Great Reset Christianity and also explains what those passages truly mean through a traditional historical, grammatical, and redemptive hermeneutic. “Hermeneutic” is just a Bible-nerd way of saying “interpretive method.”

			This book also begins with highlights of three prominent men who have been vital in developing the Great Reset Christian movement. There simply would be no woke movement in conservative and reformed evangelicalism today without the influence of these three men.

			Why Al Mohler?

			“Albert Mohler is the consummate politician.” 

			– Tom Schreiner

			First and most obviously, Dr. Mohler is the most influential man in the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). The SBC is America’s largest protestant denomination. While it’s technically a “convention,” not a “denomination,” the difference is a matter of semantics and organizational structure. Further, he is the president of the largest, oldest, and most prestigious seminary in the SBC. As he is quick to observe, the definite article is part of the name “The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary” (SBTS). His lengthy tenure at Southern, which is among the largest seminaries in the world, began in 1993 and gives him far more influence than a mere two-year term as a president of the convention. There is no more influential “king maker” in the SBC than Al Mohler.

			The second reason for including Mohler draws from a now infamous incident from the 2019 Shepherds’ Conference panel discussion.1 In this discussion Phil Johnson moderated a panel on topics related to social justice with Al Mohler, Mark Dever, Ligon Duncan, John MacArthur, and Sinclair Ferguson. This discussion became a fault line, which led to a division that, as of the time of writing, remains unresolved.

			Concerning Mohler’s comments, a few major problems were publicly revealed that many had been privately warning about for years prior.

			The first is a matter of Mohler’s personal character: Phil Johnson very charitably asked a question of Mohler, who had at least publicly been his friend for years. Johnson’s question was quite reasonable and predictable. In summary, he asked why Mohler had been so quiet about issues relating to the social justice controversy, only addressing these matters when directly asked. Mohler’s response started poorly and went down from there. He first stated that he took offense at the question and very defensively attempted to justify his silence by insisting that he has been consistently involved in addressing these issues for thirty years. Mohler’s short fuse has been observed by former faculty, staff, students, interns, and secretaries. When I was a student at SBTS and a member of a local church in Louisville, where Dr. Mohler was also a member and Sunday school teacher, I was excited to attend his class but perplexed why his administrative assistants kept their distance from him at church. As I asked around, I found the same response coming from many people. That response is this: Mohler can be heard yelling across the executive floor of the administration building. He’s been known to throw office supplies at his secretaries in fits of anger and call faculty members names during faculty meetings. He has stomped his feet in anger on tours of Europe when circumstances don’t go his way. This is not character assassination but, rather, advocacy for victims of emotional abuse. For a Christian leader, biblical character is the first qualification before doctrinal content.

			The second issue is Mohler’s tendency to change his beliefs. If you either know anything about Mohler’s background or have seen the PBS documentary titled “Battle for the Minds”2 (available on YouTube), you’ll know that he has not been consistent, and has shifted his views many times through the years, and thus earned the nickname “Weathervane Al.” While he was famously neo-orthodox and egalitarian during his time as a student at SBTS, Mohler shifted his theology with the winds of the conservative resurgence and became the champion for truth that dismissed many theologically liberal professors at SBTS and hired conservatives to replace them. Then he began hiring “woke” professors who regularly advocate for Critical Race Theory (CRT) and CRT-adjacent topics.

			The third issue that comes from the Shepherds’ Conference panel is a response to Mohler’s comment, “Judge me by who I platform.” Here are a few names and some of the more widely known reasons why they are problematic.

			Danny Akin served at SBTS under Mohler from 1996 until 2004 in several roles, most notably senior vice president for academic administration. It was from this position that he went back to Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (SEBTS), where he had previously served as a professor. He returned as president of the seminary and remains there as of the writing of this book. Danny Akin has the distinction of being president of the most aggressively “woke” seminary of the six SBC seminaries. As an institution, SEBTS has a prominent Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) department called “Kingdom Diversity.” One of their professors, Walter Strickland, has openly claimed that he teaches CRT as well as James Cone’s liberation theology. When confronted on this issue, Danny Akin lied to cover up the situation, instead asserting that they simply teach about these ideas and don’t advocate for them, the same way any seminary teaches about a host of false theologies that they do not endorse. In addition to Walter Strickland, SEBTS also employs Karen Swallow Prior. While each person is obviously rather complex, the first clue that there might be a problem with Dr. Prior is her assumed nickname on Twitter: “Notorious KSP.” Anyone who nicknames themselves after someone so vehemently anti-Christian as “Notorious RBG” might be a problem. This is not dissimilar as Cenk Uygur naming his show The Young Turks after the murderous perpetrators of the Armenian Genocide. I’m sure it’s merely a coincidence and quite uncharitable for anyone to notice the connection. Gaslighters go to hell, per Revelation 21:8. None of this even begins to unpack the level of deception that the notorious KSP has engaged in with the “Buckgate” scandal. That is the subject of another book.

			Russell Moore is a man whom much could be written about. He’s a man who wrote on his own blog that he wanted to marry a woman who was a “Mississippi version of (at least the 1990’s version of) Hillary Rodham Clinton.”3 He is the former head of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC) (2013–2021). Before he went to the ERLC, he taught at SBTS starting in 2001. It is important to note that Moore replaced Akin as the next dean and senior vice president for academic administration. He served in that role from 2004–2013, when he left for the ERLC. He remained listed as a distinguished professor on the SBTS website until sometime in 2021. Before Moore went into theology, he was involved in politics and was a registered Democrat and worked on behalf of DNC politicians. It is important to understand that background because the conservative mind has different priorities from the progressive. These priorities were reflected in Moore’s leadership at the ERLC: downplaying the importance of fighting to end abortion, an increased interest in environmentalism, animal rights, illegal immigration, building mosques, and other typically left-wing priorities. These all unsurprisingly come in conjunction with the news of Russell Moore’s involvement in the Evangelical Immigration Table, a group that is heavily backed by groups that are funded by George Soros. When you turn to the back cover of the book titled Reclaiming Hope written by Obama strategist Michael Wear and you find endorsements from Russell Moore and fellow Democrat Tim Keller, you should not be surprised.

			Greg Thornbury is the third mentee of Al Mohler to make it in this book. Thornbury first attended SBTS at the direction of his father, who said, “If you’re going to go to Princeton, at least go to ‘the Baptist Princeton.’” He said this referring to SBTS, which was founded by Old Princetonians, and still in many ways reflects its overall structure of theological education. Thornbury attended SBTS expecting it to be as liberal as it had been, but upon his arrival, he found that the opening services were also the installation services for a new president, Al Mohler. Over the course of time, they got to know each other and shared a passion for Carl F. H. Henry’s writings. Thornbury would end up working closely with Mohler as one of his interns and even earning his PhD under Mohler’s supervision. Thornbury, Moore, and Mohler were all quite close, with a tradition of sharing Thanksgiving dinner together. These are all relatively positive things, but the story turns with what happened to Thornbury during the Trump era. He had been leading The King’s College (TKC), a Christian college in lower Manhattan, for a few years, when Trump took office. Thornbury was good friends with Eric Metaxas, an outspoken supporter of Trump. Many donors to TKC were also major donors to the Trump campaign. On the right, there were friends and dollars pouring in that were happy to wear the red hat, and on the left, Greg was falling hook, line, and sinker for every diabolical tail that was told about the bad orange man. The result was this crisis of faith, of sorts, which ended with Thornbury leaving his faith, his job, and his wife, and taking up a position running Andy Warhol’s art academy in NYC. There’s more than a bit of irony when a man leaves evangelicalism over the ethics of Donald Trump and turns to Andy Warhol and cites moral motivations for doing so. It makes about as much sense as someone leaving the Southern Baptist Convention and becoming a Roman Catholic because the SBC has a clergy sex-abuse problem. Since Thornbury renounced evangelical Christianity, he has appeared in multiple interviews and even started a podcast denouncing all manner of things conservative evangelical, including attacking the anti-abortion movement and promoting the so-called “gay Christian.”

			Together for the Gospel (T4G) and The Gospel Coalition (TGC) are two distinct organizations with their own origin stories and purposes, yet they have significant overlap, which is why I’ve included them together under this same heading. Mohler is a founding member of both of these organizations and has been there every step of the way, from inception to the rise and eventual fall.

			Together for the Gospel started as a conference featuring several friends with unique denominational distinctives, yet a shared vision for the gospel and what they called “big God theology,” which is code for Calvinism. The original group featured such leaders as John MacArthur, Mark Dever, Al Mohler, C. J. Mahaney, and Ligon Duncan. For those unfamiliar, this group contained leaders from the Southern Baptist Convention, Presbyterian Church in America, Independent Fundamental Churches of America, and Sovereign Grace Ministries. The differences are stark, given these leaders have passionately held denominational distinctives such as believers’ baptism and infant baptism, cessationism, and charismaticism. This means among even these four pastors, some believe it would be wrong and sinful to baptize their infants, and others believe it would be sinful NOT to baptize their infants. Some believe that speaking in tongues is a glorious evidence of the presence and power of God, and others believe that it is at best fraudulent, and at worst, demonic. Hopefully you can see the initial oddity of such a conference featuring these prominent leaders.

			The Gospel Coalition was not primarily focused on being a conference, though it held conferences. Its major emphasis was a website that served as a host to blogs of various megachurch pastors and Christian leaders. TGC became slightly more broad in its scope due to the presence of men like the TGC co-founders, D. A. Carson and Tim Keller, who were not involved with T4G.

			Though they have differences, the reason for including T4G and TGC in this book is the same. These two organizations served as access portals for tens of thousands of pastors and church members to a whole world of influences and trusted resources, and Mohler was a key voice in both. There are many things that could be said about these two organizations, but the most relevant feature of both is that they served as essential platforms for the communication of ideas into the minds of America’s pastors. The most prominent such idea was a Christianized version of Critical Race Theory, or what James Lindsay and others call “Race Marxism.”

			Thousands of pastors watched as Ligon Duncan cried what seemed to be fake tears on the stage of T4G as he confessed his blindness to the racism that not only has apparently permeated reformed evangelicalism but also his own life. This same platform was also used by David Platt to deride the conference attendees for being “so white.” Further, T4G has also featured panel discussions that glorify MLK beyond his place as a social activist and elevated him as an example to the church, though his theology was not orthodox, and his personal moral conduct would have had him erased from history in his own #metoo series of scandals4 if he were anyone other than Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. While Thabiti Anyabwile did acknowledge these issues, Curtis Woods’s immediate response would be completely unacceptable if it was made about any other leader. This is even more relevant given the SBC’s recent Sex Abuse Task Force and 288-page report. It is unthinkable that any other leader would be given that level of moral pass that has been given to MLK.

			In addition to this and other panels and messages at T4G, The Gospel Coalition and Russell Moore’s ERLC joined together to put on the MLK50 conference, which was an entire conference given to the praxis of Race Marxism. One of the most scandalous statements from MLK50 was when Mika Edmondson stated that he was more confident that King was in heaven than Jonathan Edwards or George Whitefield. The stated implication is that salvation is by anti-racism. This sort of thought flows out of James Cone and Black Liberation Theology, not the Bible or Christian doctrine. Edmondson’s statement was allowed to stand, with John Piper being the only speaker at MLK50 to acknowledge that King is likely not in heaven today because of his denial of such basic Christian doctrines as the resurrection and deity of Christ. While Mohler did not appear in this conference, those who were shaped by him led and filled the platform in this conference.

			The Gospel Coalition has long been a complicated mess of motte and bailey.5 Simply put, the “motte and bailey” is a social technique that seeks to advance a cause by pushing forward to take ground using the “bailey,” then when facing opposition, retreats to the more reasonable idea or “motte.” Put into practice, this looks like preaching all sorts of ideas shaped by CRT, such as stating that all white people are responsible for the assassination of MLK,6 then when confronted, retreating to say it’s really just about racial reconciliation. This looks like advocating for open borders and the free entry of illegal immigrants, then retreating to say you’re really just pro-life and believe kids shouldn’t be kept in cages.

			A second tool of TGC is the Hegelian dialectic.7 This is frequently referenced with the expression “thesis, antithesis, synthesis.” It is a tool used to push society to the ideological left. This is most visibly used in TGC, Tim Keller, and Russell Moore’s “Third Way-ism.” To put it into practice, woke leaders will set up two examples, one on the right and left, then insist that the truth is somewhere in the middle, with this new third way. This is often combined with a “punch right, coddle left” act, where those on the ideological right are attacked relentlessly, and those on the left are treated with the utmost charity. This is why the same evangelicals who had nothing but scorn for Donald Trump have nothing scathing to say about Biden. One hallmark of the woke is a massive double standard that relentlessly puts this “punch right, coddle left” into practice and is continually seeking to find a third way, middle ground, which is designed to shift conservatives to the left. These are some of the most common tactics of woke leaders platformed by Mohler.

			The last major section why Mohler is featured on this cover and cannot be trusted for truth is his leadership practices at SBTS related to personnel and faculty. Simply put, Mohler has regularly hired woke faculty and fired those who oppose CRT and woke ideas and practices. The first leader to mention is Matt Hall. Until the whistle was blown, Matt Hall was routinely featured as a speaker, spreading Critical Race Theory, and was even identified favorably for his skill as a Critical Race Theorist in a panel discussion with Curtis Woods. Matt Hall famously spoke about his ability to pull back the curtain and show the corpse of white supremacy under the SBC. After these and other videos were exposed, SBTS did some damage control, which included publishing a letter from Hall attempting to distance himself from CRT. He was recently hired at Biola University to serve in a similar capacity there.

			Jarvis Williams is perhaps the most ardent promoter of Critical Race Theory at SBTS. He has published books that promote CRT and has appeared in many videos, openly advancing the ideas of CRT and intersectionality. He is still teaching at SBTS.

			Curtis Woods is a former professor at SBTS and the chairman of the resolutions committee that rewrote Resolution 9, turning it on its head from being an “anti CRT” resolution to being a soft endorsement of CRT. His PhD dissertation, written at SBTS, also teaches these ideas that include standpoint epistemology and standpoint hermeneutics. These are basic elements of the woke, postmodern worldview, and praxis.

			During the height of the CRT revolution, Kevin Smith made waves for some extraordinarily hateful, racially charged comments he wrote on Twitter against “can’t-preach white-boys” in defense of Beth Moore’s practice of preaching to gathered congregations in churches that claim to be Southern Baptist churches. Smith is still listed as a professor at SBTS, though he is now on staff at Jimmy Scroggins’s church in South Florida.

			Timothy Paul Jones is a professor of family ministry at SBTS, as well as one of the pastors of Sojourn Church, midtown, alongside Jarvis Williams. It should come as no surprise that Sojourn Church is one of the most social-justice-oriented, CRT practicing, woke churches in the SBTS circle of churches in Louisville, KY. It was almost predictable to click on their website’s sermons tab and find the most recent sermon was preached by John Onwuchekwa,8 a man who took $175,000 from the SBC for his church plant, then left the SBC because it wasn’t progressive/woke enough. Birds of a feather flock together. Timothy Paul Jones’s podcasts and teaching are sprinkled throughout with social justice concepts and verbiage.

			The last point regarding Mohler is his firing of the professors who opposed the progressive drift at SBTS. These were primarily Russell Fuller and Jim Orrick. They are brothers in arms who had lengthy careers at SBTS. They both were exemplary in their teaching and publishing, and they faithfully resisted the hiring and promotion of social justice and woke professors. Their stories have been well chronicled online. I’ve personally verified their stories by speaking with additional eye witnesses who confirmed the more difficult parts of their stories were true. These two professors were not fired due to budget cuts but due to their opposition to the woke infiltration at Southern Seminary.

			In the last two years, Mohler has sensed the winds changing and has sought to reinvent himself yet again as a stalwart conservative, speaking at major conservative conferences and boldly speaking out on various social issues from a conservative point of view, even recently attaching himself to the label “Christian Nationalist.” But until he repents, he must not be trusted as a conservative. Repentance is fundamentally a changing of the mind; not simply changing behavior, but genuinely reversing course due to the change of mind brought about by God. True repentance doesn’t wait to see what the outcome will be for doing the right thing. True repentance doesn’t wait for the opportune moment, to leverage their announcement, to launch them into a new and better career. To borrow a biblical metaphor, true repentance is sack cloth and ashes. It is rending your hearts. It is brokenness before God. Al Mohler’s duplicitous conduct has done great harm to the bride of Christ; not always directly, but quite often by proxy, through the men that he platforms, and this is the standard by which he said to judge himself.

			Why Tim Keller?

			“Over a decade ago R. C. Sproul and I got on the phone and called Tim Keller to confront him for his drift. He completely dismissed our concerns.” 

			– John MacArthur

			“When do you think Keller turned to the left?”

			“Oh, I’d say about the time he moved to New York City. You know R. C. did Tim and Kathy’s wedding. We’ve known them for a long time.”

			 – Vesta Sproul

			We will not spend as much time on Keller as Mohler. One reason is that Keller has more clearly been identified as “problematic” while Mohler has returned to his “conservative” appearance. Keller has dug in his heels, only offering the mildest of reevaluation of his “third-way-ism.” Keller did acknowledge that it may be more rooted in his personality than theology. Unfortunately, thousands of people have followed his pattern of teaching and will miss his ever-so-gentle critique of himself. Beyond the material contained here, some Presbyterian leaders have written a book-length critique of Keller’s thought titled Engaging with Keller, edited by Iain Campbell and William Schweitzer. While this book is far more irenic in tone and gives Keller the benefit of the doubt far more than is wise to continue to extend, it is helpful to see how some Presbyterian gentlemen of the finest sort critique one of their own. Their concerns centered on the following points of theology: rebranding sin, redefining judgment and hell, the Trinity, the mission of the church, hermeneutics, and creation/evolution. E. S. Williams of the Metropolitan Tabernacle has a helpful review of this book available on his website.9

			Why is Tim Keller featured at the front of this book about Great Reset Christianity? The primary reason is that Tim Keller is the de facto archbishop of NYC Christianity, and according to some in his denomination, also the “king” of the PCA. Further, he is one of the most influential pastors in the world. His influence extends far beyond his denomination. It is important to note that while his time on this earth is likely coming to an end, his influence is not. While at the time of this writing, Keller is still alive, he is dying of cancer. That would ordinarily give pause
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