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What are graded readers?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level.

Each book has some new, more difficult words. These words have definitions at the back of the book.

 

Why read graded readers?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!




New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

Jane Eyre

Helen Burns – Jane’s friend

Mr Rochester

Mrs Fairfax – Mr Rochester’s servant

Bertha Mason

Grace Poole – a servant
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Chapter 1

We couldn’t go outside that day because there was a cold wind and lots of rain.

My cousins, Eliza, John and Georgiana, were with their mother. I wanted to sit with them but my aunt said, “Don’t come near us.”

“Why not?” I asked.

“You were naughty this morning, Jane,” she answered. “I don’t want naughty children near me and you mustn’t play with my children today.”

I didn’t understand because I wasn’t naughty. But my aunt only loved her children – she didn’t love me.

I left them and I went into a different room. I sat down with a book about birds and I started reading. I enjoyed the book and, after a minute or two, I stopped thinking about my cousins and aunt.

Then John came into the room. “Oh no,” I thought. I was very scared of my cousin. He was bigger than me. I was ten years old and he was fourteen. He was never nice to me. 

He looked at me for a minute and then he hit me on the face. He often hit me because he enjoyed it. “What is that in your hand?” he asked.

“It’s my book,” I answered.

“That’s our book. It’s not your book,” he told me. “You live with us but we don’t like you. You can’t use our things.”

He hit me again.

“Why did you do that?” I shouted at him. And then I started hitting him.

My cousins Eliza and Georgiana and my aunt came into the room and they saw me. “Why are you hitting my boy?” my aunt shouted. “Stop it!”

I stopped and she looked at me with angry eyes. “I’m taking you to the Red Room.”

“No, no, please no!” I shouted. But she took me into the room and she left. Then she closed the door.

The Red Room was a cold, dark bedroom. Nobody used it now but, nine years before, my uncle died in there. I was really scared of the room.

I sat in the bedroom for many hours and I thought about my life. “I have no parents and I have to live here. My aunt and cousins don’t love me. But why not? I’m not a bad person.” I felt very sad and angry.

Evening came and rain hit the window. I heard a noise and I looked at the big bed. “My uncle died in that bed,” I thought. “Is his ghost in this room?”

I was really scared again and I went to the door. I hit it with my hands and I shouted, “Open the door! Open the door now!”

After a minute or two, my aunt opened the door and I ran out. She looked at me with her small, cold eyes and she said, “You can’t stay here with us because you’re too naughty. You will go and live at Lowood School.”

For a minute, I didn’t speak. But then I said, “You’re wrong, Aunt. I’m not naughty. Your children are naughty. I don’t want to live with you and I’m happy to leave this house. I will have a new life now.”


Chapter 2

The next morning, I left my aunt’s house. Nobody said goodbye to me. I travelled all day and, at night, I arrived at Lowood School, my new home.

It was dark. I couldn’t see the school but I could see a door in a wall. A teacher opened it and I walked inside.

“I’m Miss Temple,” the teacher told me. “Are you tired?”

“Yes, Miss, very tired,” I answered.

“How old are you?”

“I’m ten, Miss.”

“Can you read and write?”

“Yes, I can,” I answered.

After these questions, Miss Temple took me to a bedroom. The room had lots of beds in it and there were other girls in those beds.

I heard the wind and the rain at the windows, but I slept well because I was tired.

The next morning, I woke up very early and the bedroom was dark. The other girls washed their faces in cold water and they put on their clothes. I did the same.

Then we all went into a big room. A teacher had a big book and, for one hour, she read from it. All the girls listened.

After this, we went into a different room for breakfast. There were two long tables and we sat down. I was very hungry and I started to eat. But the food was really bad – it was cold and black and hard.

Some girls started talking but a teacher shouted, “Don’t speak!”

After breakfast, we all walked














cover.jpeg





images/image.png
Joe Eepre





