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Introduction

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is essentially
God's simple plan for the salvation of all mankind. Although the
plan may be simplistic in nature, it presents us with the greatest
and most difficult decision we will make in our lifetime. The
consequences of our decision will not only significantly affect our
lives in the here and now, but more importantly, this single
decision will affect our eternal existence forevermore. Whether or
not we choose to believe to be eternal beings, our souls not only
exist here on earth, but they will continue to exist forevermore.
Our future existence, beyond our lives here on earth, will be in
one of two places. Either we will spend eternity with our Creator
in the kingdom of heaven forevermore, or we will exist separated
from our Creator in a terrible dark place where there will be never
ending weeping and gnashing of teeth. This dark and terrible place
(commonly referred to as hell or the lake of fire) is the
destination for Satan and the many fallen angels (demons) who
rebelled against God. Although it was never the intent of our
Creator to have to send mankind into this dark, man's sinful ways
have separated them from God leaving themselves no place in heaven.
Therefore, the lake of fire will be the eternal destination for all
who remain spiritually dead and separated from God. "But your
iniquities have built barriers between you and your God, and your
sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear"
(Isaiah 59:2). You see, God is all-holy and there is no place for
sinful man in His presence. Yet, because His love is so great for
us, He has provided a plan that, if mankind is willing to turn from
a sinful life in this world, they can find redemption. This
requires mankind to fully surrender everything to serve the will of
the Father in heaven. God has sent His Son, Jesus the Christ, as
the one true savior for all of mankind. Therefore, what makes God's
plan so very simple is that He has done all of the work for us and
we simply need to forfeit our lives to serve Him. Yet, this is what
makes it so very hard for mankind to surrender. Human nature drives
us to want to hold onto our lives and try to do things our way.
Therefore, most people will freely choose to reject God's plan and
instead selfishly hold onto their lives and by doing so forfeit
eternal life. Thus, our free will choice here on earth determines
our eternal status. Jesus tells us we must, "Enter through the
narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction (eternal separation from God), and many enter
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the way that leads to
life, and only a few find it" (Matthew 7:13-14). The good news is
that God is there to help us if we seek Him above and beyond this
world, or ourselves for that matter. This book, The Gospel of Jesus
Christ: God's Gift for Mankind, walks you as the reader through
God's plan from creation to present day. I pray that God will use
this book to help you understand His simple plan for your life if
you open your heart to Him. Therefore, I pray this book, through
the power of the Holy Spirit, will be a blessing that leads you to
know you have a personal relationship with the Lord and everlasting
life. Hen Soma Ministries meets each week online to share in
koinonia with others who are in Christ and as He wills. These
intimate small group meetings offer fellow servants from around the
world to share in Spirit-led koinonia. If you are interested in
joining with us, please send me an email to hensoma.onebody@gmail.com so I can connect
with you.

 



 Chapter
1 – In the Beginning: God's Perfect Creation

In one's attempt to understand God's plan for
mankind's salvation it is important to start at the very beginning
of time. Time is a relative term, especially when it comes to
understanding the need for God, the creator of all things, to
create a plan designed to rescue us from eternal damnation. We now
know that during creation God was not alone. The Lord Jesus, also
referred to as the Word, was with Him from the very beginning. "In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things
were made, and without Him nothing was made that has been made."
(John 1:1-3). The first book in the bible, Genesis, tells us all
about God's creation, here is a portion of what the bible explains
for us in the beginning chapters:

 


"In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. Now the earth was formless and void, and darkness
was over the surface of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the surface of the waters. And God said, "Let there
be light," and there was light. And seeing that the light was good,
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
"day," and the darkness He called "night." And there was evening,
and there was morning—the first day.

And God said, "Let there be an expanse
between the waters, to separate the waters from the waters." So God
made the expanse and separated the waters beneath it from the
waters above. And it was so. God called the expanse "sky." And
there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky
be gathered into one place, so that the dry land may appear." And
it was so. God called the dry land "earth," and the collection of
waters He called "seas." And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, "Let the earth bring forth vegetation, seed-bearing plants
and fruit trees, each bearing fruit with seed according to its
kind." And it was so. The earth produced vegetation, seed-bearing
plants according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening, and there was morning—the third day.

And God said, "Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to distinguish between day and night and to mark
the seasons and days and years, and let them serve as lights in the
expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth." And it was so. God
made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night. And He made the stars as well. God
set these lights in the expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth,
to preside over the day and the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

And God said, "Let the waters teem with
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open
expanse of the sky." So God created the great sea creatures and
every living thing that moves, with which the waters teemed
according to their kinds, and every bird of flight after its kind.
And God saw that it was good. Then God blessed them and said, "Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters of the seas, and let
birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening, and there was
morning—the fifth day.

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth
living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, land
crawlers, and wild animals according to their kinds." And it was
so. God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that crawls upon
the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness, to
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, and over all the earth itself and every creature that
crawls upon it." So God created man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and female He created them. God blessed
them and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air and every creature that crawls upon the earth." Then God
said, "Behold, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the
face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed.
They will be yours for food. And to every beast of the earth and
every bird of the air and every creature that crawls upon the
earth—everything that has the breath of life in it—I have given
every green plant for food." And it was so. And God looked upon all
that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day."

 


Only the one true living God could create so
much out of nothing doing so by just speaking words to make it so.
Creation itself defies what our human intellect can fathom. In our
attempt to make sense of the incomprehensible existence and power
of the one true living God we have produced countless theories,
explanations, and differing point of views to explain such a mighty
God. Many have made the choice to discount God altogether as a
reality following a "look the other way" atheistic perspective to
find consonance. Nevertheless, even though we will not reach a full
understanding of such an almighty God in this lifetime that does
not negate all He has done and will continue to do until the end of
time. However, the proof is there and we may seek to ignore it, but
in the end, we will not be able to justify our decision to reject
His plan of salvation for our lives. "For since the creation of the
world God's invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from His
workmanship, so that men are without excuse" (Romans 1:20).

The creation of heaven and earth is where it
all began for us. Consequently, creation is the true foundation of
all that has and continues to exist within this world we live in.
"Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world?" (1 Corinthians 1:20). "Hear this, O foolish and senseless
people, who have eyes but do not see, who have ears but do not
hear" (Jeremiah 5:21). "He made the earth by His power; He
established the world by His wisdom and stretched out the heavens
by His understanding" (Jeremiah 51:15). "The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands" (Psalm
19:1). Therefore, after God created all things life began for all
men, women, and children who have lived, exist in present time, and
all who will live here on earth in the future. Finally, after God
completed His creation the bible tells us, "By the seventh
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