

    Tropical Leaves
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    One of my favorite decorating tips for creating an inviting home is to bring the outdoors inside, and this year I’m all about tropical leaves. Create a timeless summer look that’ll last all season (and longer) by making these gorgeous sculptural leaves from a heavy art paper. Then dab on some color and texture with PanPastel Pigments, a favorite in our studio for many different projects.

    To continue the look, use the same cut files for iron-on vinyl and decorate outdoor pillows or for regular vinyl and adorn a tray that carries drinks to the backyard. These tropical leaf shapes can be used in so many different ways, just let your creativity take over!

    
    MATERIALS & TOOLS

    PAPER

    • Art paper or card stock paper

    • PanPastel Pigments in shades of green

    • pastel sponges

    • paper curling tool

    • 18-gauge green floral wire

    • low-temp hot glue gun

    • 12 × 24-inch cutting mat (for larger leaves)

    VINYL

    • cutting-machine vinyl

    • vinyl transfer material

    • scissors

    • weeding tool

    • burnishing tool

    IRON-ON VINYL

    • cutting-machine iron-on vinyl

    • scissors

    • weeding tool

    • iron and ironing surface

    • smooth cotton ironing cloth

    PAPER STEPS

    	 Cut leaves on card stock or art paper. For larger leaves, use 12 × 14-inch paper and large cutting mat.


    	 Choose PanPastel Pigments in three shades of green. With a sponge, paint the lightest green along the score lines on the spine of the leaf.


    	 Paint the midtone green in a stripe form on your leaf.


    	 Begin to blend the pastels across the leaf.


    	 Add the darkest pastel on edges of leaf.


    	 Blend towards the center.


    	 Fold leaf on scoreline in the center.


    	 With curling tool, gently shape leaf.


    
tip: For larger leaves, use hot glue to attach 18-gauge green floral wire on the back. You can leave the wire longer to arrange the leaves in tall vases or bouquets.
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        VINYL AND IRON-ON TIPS

        	For multiple leaves, use sticky surface of iron-on vinyl to secure your shapes onto your fabric before you iron.


            	Do not overlap your cut design onto the clear plastic of another design, as the plastic layer will prevent it from infusing with your fabric.


            	Once you have initially infused the vinyl with your fabric and removed the plastic layer, cover the design with a smooth cotton cloth and give it a final press with the iron on the hottest setting to insure it has completely attached.


            	When placing several layers of vinyl onto your surface you can overlap the vinyl shapes. Vinyl will stick to vinyl. Note that you will see the slight ridge of the overlap.
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    Scandinavian Botanicals
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    Based in simplicity and minimalism, these hygge-inspired botanical shapes lend a touch of coziness to the kitchen counter. Mixed metallic vinyl transforms a simple functional food storage container into a decorative object. Iron the leaf and flower motifs onto kitchen linens or an apron to give to your favorite chef.

    MATERIALS & TOOLS

    IRON-ON VINYL

      • cutting-machine iron-on vinyl

    • scissors

    • weeding tool

    • iron and ironing surface

    • smooth cotton ironing cloth

    VINYL

    • cutting-machine vinyl

    • vinyl transfer material

    • scissors

    • weeding tool

    • burnishing tool

    
    
    IRON-ON VINYL STEPS

    	Cut iron-on and remove the excess.


    	With weeding tool, remove detailed cuts from inside design. Examine your design carefully to ensure that all cut-outs have been removed.


    	Place design onto your fabric with the shiny plastic facing up.


    	Iron with no steam to infuse design with apron. Use cotton ironing cloth, if needed. Let cool completely, then peel back plastic layer at a sharp angle.


    	Cover design with ironing cloth and secure design onto fabric.


    	Continue process with remaining iron-on vinyl designs.


    
tip: Do not use steam with your iron-on material. If your material is not a natural fiber, such as cotton, linen, or silk, test a small area before transferring iron-on vinyl. 
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    VINYL STEPS

    	 Cut vinyl and remove the excess, weeding around the details from your design.


    	 Cut transfer material to fit design.


    	 Place transfer material over design and press with burnishing tool.


    	 Peel off backing paper.


    	 Place to align with second set and burnish to secure details.


    	 Remove backing paper from vinyl.


    	 Place vinyl
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    resources

    Here’s a list of where to find cutting machines, accessories, paper, floral supplies, and more:

    Machines and Accessories

    AC Moore

    Amazon.com

    Bed, Bath, and Beyond

    Blick Art Materials

    CreateandCraft.com (in the UK)

    Cricut.com

    Hobby Lobby

    HSN.com

    Jo-Ann

    Michaels

    QVC.com

    Sizzix.com

    Silhouette.com

    Walmart

    Frosted Paper and Art Paper

    Blick Art Materials

    Liagriffith.com

    Paperpapers.com

    PanPastel Pigments and Markers

    Amazon.com

    Blick Art Materials

    General Crafting and Floral Supplies

    AC Moore

    Amazon

    Blick Art Materials

    Hobby Lobby

    Jo-Ann

    Michaels

    Craft Scissors and Other Tools

    Amazon.com

    Fiskars.com

    Joann.com

    Liagriffith.com




    shopping list

    Tropical Leaves

    PAPER

    1 each 12 × 24 Canford art paper: Navy Blue and Forest 

    1 12 × 24 Fabriano art paper: Salvia 

    PanPastel Pigments: Green Shade, Green Tint, and Green

    Vases from West Elm

    VINYL

    1 roll of Cricut vinyl: Foil Matte Champagne

    Copper tray from Crate & Barrel

    IRON-ON

    2 rolls of Cricut Iron-On: Foil Rose Gold

    1 roll of Cricut Iron-On: Charcoal

    Pillow from West Elm

    Tote from Madewell

    Scandinavian Botanicals

    VINYL

    1 roll each Cricut vinyl: Foil Matte Bronze and Foil Matte Gunmetal

    Canisters from Crate & Barrel

    IRON-ON

    1 roll each Cricut Iron-On: Foil Pewter, Foil Rose Gold, and Foil Light Gold

    Linen apron and towels from Crate & Barrel

    Southwest Cacti

    PAPER

    4 each 12 × 24 Fabriano art paper: Moss Green and Salvia

    4 12 × 24 Canford art paper: Forest

    1 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Coral 

    3 8.5 × 11 poster board

    Terra cotta pots from garden store painted slate gray

    VINYL

    1 each Cricut vinyl: Denim, Silver, Olive, Blush, and Mint

    Stone coasters from West Elm

    Mushroom Meadow

    PAPER

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Shine Moss, Jelly Bean Green, Mohawk Pine, Shine Iron Satin, Curious Ink, Stardream Coral

    1 12 × 12 Bazzil card stock: Basic Thunder

    Square frame Ikea Ribba painted slate gray

    VINYL

    1 each Cricut vinyl: Foil Matte Champagne and Foil Matte Gunmetal

    Mugs from Crate & Barrel

    Boxwood Greenery

    TOPIARY

    18 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Shine Moss, Curious Botanic

    3 foam balls at 4 inches

    Green extra-fine crepe paper

    WREATH

    18 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Shine Moss, Curious Botanic, and Stardream Fairway

    12-inch green foam wreath

    Gerbera Daisies

    QUANTITY

    5 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Rose Quartz and Ice Gold

    1 each 12 × 12 Cricut Pearl paper: Sunshine, Moss, and Forest

    4 12 × 12 Cricut Pearl paper: Coral 

    Meadow Cloche

    2 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Mohawk Pine 

    2 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Source text weight: Sage and Paper Bag 

    Glass cloches from Ikea

    Anemone Blossoms

    For 12 flowers:

    12 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Curious Ice Gold

    2 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Shine Iron Satin

    3 8.5 × 11 Fabriano art paper: Salvia 

    Paper Lanterns

    For 3 large and 3 small lanterns:

    3 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight or card stock: Stardream Copper, Curious Ionized, and Stardream Bronze

    6 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers vellum: Platinum 

    12 Recollections Mini Brads

    Centerpiece Succulents

    2 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Pure Gold, Aquamarine, and Vista

    4 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Spearmint

    4 8.5 × 11 Fabriano art paper: Salvia 

    Terrariums from West Elm

    Copper planter from Terrain

    Fall Leaves

    3 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Pure Gold, Champagne, Leaf Green Vellum

    15 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Kraft

    3 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Source text weight: Sage and Moss 

    2 8.5 × 11 Fabriano art paper: Polvere 

    2 8.5 × 11 Canson art paper: Sky Blue 

    Monster Hugs

    IRON-ON

    1 roll Siser EasyWeed Heat Transfer Vinyl: Mint

    1 roll Cricut Iron-On: White

    Dress and shirt from Old Navy

    PAPER

    1 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Teal, Seafoam Green, Forest Green, Light Pink. and Rose

    Unicorns and Rainbows

    IRON-ON

    1 roll Cricut Iron-On: White, Blush, White Glitter. and Silver Glitter

    Pillow from H&M Home

    PAPER

    1 each 12 × 12 Recollections card stock: Pink Glitter and Silver Glitter 

    2 12 × 12 Recollections card stock: Smooth White

    1 each 12 × 12 My Mind’s Eye card stock: Moonstone Blue, Ballerina Pink, and Lovable 

    1 each 8.5 × 11 card stock from Paper: Bluebell, and Plum 

    1 skein each Knit Picks Brava Sport yarn: White, Sky, Blush, and Clanty

    Copic Sketch Marker: Rose Quartz

    Baker’s Twine: Pink

    Friendly Insects

    PAPER

    1 11 × 17 Canford art paper: Barley

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Source card stock: Curry, Persimmon, Moss, Chartreuse, Night, and Vellum #30

    IRON-ON

    1 sheet each Benzie felt: Orange and Moss

    1 roll each (need only 4 × 4-inch square) Cricut Iron-On: Sunshine Yellow and Navy

    Fairy Crown and Flower Wand

    PAPER

    1 each 12 × 12 card stock from Recollections: Glitter Paper Rosey

    3 yards ¼ inch May Arts silk ribbon: Champagne

    1 yard 1.25 inch May Arts silk ribbon: Champagne

    Paper Boats

    PAPER

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Fabriano art paper: Salvia and Moschino; Canson: Indigo Blue

    1 each 8.5 × 11 card stock Paper Papers: Brown Paper Bag and SpeckleTone

    Forest Friends

    PAPER

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Source card stock: Moss, Mint, Persimmon, Papaya, Chartreuse, Gravel, Paperbag, and White 

    IRON-ON

    1 roll each Cricut Iron-On: Grey and Sunshine Yellow

    Blossom Letters

    VINYL

    1 roll Cricut Vinyl: White

    IRON-ON

    1 roll Cricut Iron-On Vinyl: Rose Gold Foil

    T-shirt from Old Navy

    Love and Hearts

    VINYL

    1 roll Cricut Vinyl: White and Blush

    Apothecary Jars from Sur La Table

    PAPER

    4 to 5 12 × 12 card stock from Recollections: Glitter Gold

    4 to 5 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Rose

    4 to 5 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Rose Quartz, Ice Silver, Antique Gold

    Bunnies and Carrots

    For 4 bunnies and carrots:

    4 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Jelly Bean Green 

    1 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Jelly Curious Ionized

    4 12 × 12 card stock from Recollections: White Linen

    4 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Peach

    1 skein each Knit Picks Brava yarn: White and Pea Pod

    Small pom pom maker

    Copic Sketch Marker: Blush

    Spring Garden Party

    Cake Toppers:

    1 each 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Sunshine, Moss, Forest, and Coral

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Rose Quartz and Shine Pearl White

    15 to 20 wood toothpicks and thin skewers

    5 to 10 gold beads

    Backdrop:

    10 each 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Sunshine, Moss, and Forest 

    15 each 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Coral

    10 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Rose Quartz and Shine Pearl White

    1-inch wood beads

    3 foot 1" wood dowel

    20 feet cotton cord or clothesline

    Peony Bouquet

    For 7 flowers:

    16 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Coral

    3 8.5 × 11 Fabriano art paper: Salvia

    Tropical Party

    PAPER

    4 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Coral, Pop Tone Pink Lemonade, and Curious Ice Silver

    4 8.5 × 11 text weight from Paper Source: Sage

    3 12 × 12 Canford art paper: Forest 

    1 12 × 24 Canford art paper: Indigo Blue

    3 12 × 12 Fabriano art paper: Salvia

    1 12 × 24 Fabriano art paper: Rosa

    Dishes from Crate & Barrel

    Napkins from Sur La Table

    Ice Cream Stand

    PAPER

    2 to 4 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Pink Lemonade and Whip Cream 

    2 each 12 × 12 card stock from Cricut: Light Pink, Teal Green, and Peach

    IRON-ON

    1 roll each Cricut Iron-On: Blush, Carnation, and Gold

    1 roll Siser EasyWeed Heat Transfer Vinyl: Mint

    Apron from Amazon

    Spiders and Webs

    PAPER

    1 each 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Ice Silver and Anthracite

    IRON-ON

    1 roll each Cricut Iron-On: Foil Pewter

    VINYL

    1 roll each Cricut Vinyl: White

    Gray Plates from H&M Home

    Gray Linen from West Elm

    Winter Village

    PAPER

    9 12 × 12 card stock from Recollections: White

    DMC Gold Floss

    VINYL

    1 roll each Cricut Vinyl: White

    Paper Wreath is DIY from liagriffith.com

    Pink Poinsettia

    PAPER

    1 each 12 × 24 Canson art paper: Light Green and Forest

    4 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Rose Quartz

    Paper wreath is DIY from liagriffith.com

    Holiday Evergreens

    PAPER

    1 each 12 × 12 Fabriano art paper: Moss Green

    1 each 12 × 12 Fabriano art paper Canson: Green, Indigo Blue

    1 each 12 × 12 Bazzill card stock: Avacado

    1 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: Stardream Rose Quartz

    Cozy Season’s Greetings

    IRON-ON

    4 rolls of Cricut Iron-On: Rose Gold

    Linen pillow covers from H&M Home

    Starry Nights

    20 8.5 × 11 Paper Papers text weight: FAV Shimmer Pure Gold

    1 DMC Diamant Metallic Needlework Thread: Light Gold
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