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Foreword

The Methodist Church of New Zealand is to be commended for giving outsiders a go. After all, it took a bit of a risk when it appointed me, an American who left the church in his teens, the responsibility to edit its national newspaper, Touchstone.

As editor, with light oversight from the Methodist Publishing Board, I had the freedom to carry out the newspaper’s mandate – to explore today’s faith issues – as I thought best. 

The Publishing Board was also willing to look outside the square when it accepted my recommendation to publish a monthly cartoon by Jim/Brendan. It did take a wee bit of convincing given the good-natured but irreverent tone of some of the toons in his first book Gone Astray, but it was a happy match.

Brendan was ideally positioned to offer humorous insights that appeal to Touchstone readers. As the son of a minister he has deep insights into the church community, with all of its virtues and foibles. And with his employment in the tech sector in Auckland, he was well placed to offer observations on the trends and events shaping the world we live in today.

So, for more than a decade, one of my monthly pleasures was the little buzz I got when Jim’s cartoon arrived in my email inbox. What had he decided to poke fun at this time?

I have always thought the work of a cartoonist is much more difficult than that of a writer (and certainly that of a journalist). When faced with that blank slate, they must not only come up with a witty idea, they must express it with a concise phrase or two and a clever drawing.

So we should honour Jim/Brendan’s gifts and thank him for compiling this collection. It touches on theological and ecclesiastical themes and provides a glimpse back at some of the major cultural and political issues of the day – from same-sex marriage to the Occupy Wall Street movement to planking and the Rugby World Cup. Indeed, some of his billboard cartoons were themselves cultural milestones as they attracted the attention of the wider media.

As they would say in church, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’

Paul Titus
Editor, Touchstone magazine (2003 – 2018)


Introduction

I have a confession to make. I have not actually ‘gone to church’, in the traditional sense, for a very long time – about 15 years now, to be exact. I have entered church buildings, sure … but proactively deciding to attend a church service for the purposes of spiritual enlightenment or sustenance is just not something I do anymore.

Contrast this to the first 30 years of my life, where every day was incredibly churchy, and steeped in religious Christianity in some way, either through my education, workplace or family life as the son of a Lutheran minister. It was the family business, so to speak, and I was a firm believer.

Slowly however, from my late teen years until the year I entered my fourth decade of life, those beliefs crumbled away, and I discovered a hunger for meaning underneath which ‘going to church’ could no longer satisfy. So, I left. (My previous book of so-called ‘(sac)religious’ cartoons, Gone Astray, chronicles something of that journey of moving beyond the traditional faith of my younger years.)

A few years later, I received a phone call from Paul Titus, the editor of Touchstone magazine, the official publication of the Methodist Church of New Zealand / Te Haahi Weteriana O Aotearoa. I had sent him a copy of Gone Astray to review, which he did, and he followed this with an invitation to submit some cartoons for consideration for a monthly slot in the magazine. That invitation turned into a cartooning gig that has since lasted 12 years (so far) and the inky products of which form the majority of the book you now hold in your hands.

While cartooning for Touchstone has been a decidedly enjoyable monthly challenge, it’s also been my main ongoing connection with any kind of church since I officially parted ways with the one of my upbringing, and one to which I’ve been proud to contribute.

What I have found most admirable about the MCNZ is that it does not shy away from discussing difficult topics or facing challenging issues that may have profound impacts on traditional faith. I was always hugely grateful to Paul for his encouragement to be provocative with my cartoons, which appeared on page four of every edition during his tenure there, and continue to be so encouraged as the MCNZ continues to deal with issues that many churches don’t even go near.

Of course, not all readers have been so enthusiastic about cartoons that push the boundaries of traditional theologies and understandings of what church can be. Quite a few of these cartoons touched raw nerves that prompted stridently worded letters back to the editor. Some have been called “blasphemous”, “offensive” and “shocking”, while others have won awards, but all aim to provoke those inside churches to think about how what happens to them within those walls affects what they do outside of them.

While most of the cartoons in this book have appeared in Touchstone, a few have appeared on public billboards for St Matthew-in-the-City Anglican Church in Auckland city (where I also worked for a time) and the Community of St Luke’s Presbyterian Church in Remuera; two New Zealand church communities that are also enthusiastically grappling with the challenges of being the Church in the modern world. Notably, two of these cartoons went global, hitting world news cycles as they highlighted the progressive Christian points of view that these churches were sharing, and touching millions more nerves as a result.

Several other cartoons are first published in this edition, having not seen the light of day due to either being deemed too controversial (yes, it does happen!) or simply sitting in my folio like lost souls waiting for a publication to give them proper context. They are also organised in rough calendar order of publication, so as well as being a record of my own spiritual journey, they chronicle key world events from the last decade and my perspective on those events as they happened. For those cartoons which may benefit from a quick reminder of their context, a web link to the original news story that inspired them is included.

• • • 

The phrase “going to church” is an interesting one. It suggests that ‘church’ – a place where one presumably encounters God and receives spiritual sustenance – is located somewhere physically separate from ourselves where we must ‘go’ to have that encounter, be it a fancy stone building or similar establishment made from wood, bricks and mortar.

What I’ve grown to realise as I’ve reached the stereotypical mid-life years is that cartoons are my church. In the process of creating them (writing, drawing, publishing) and setting them loose to interact with humanity, ideally resulting in laughter, thought provocation or impassioned letters, I encounter life’s meaning, and hopefully bring a little of that meaning to others. So, every time I draw a cartoon, I’m going to church.

These cartoons reflect on some tumultuous times for humanity from the past decade, which seem to have only

increased in recent years. In a time when much of the evangelical Christian church (in the US at least) has lost the final shreds of its credibility by supporting a political leader who embodies the opposite of everything their founder stood for, the need for cartoons that reveal truth, expose hypocrisy and make us laugh is as vital as it’s ever been, if not more so.

So, I hope you enjoy this new collection of Jim’s churchy cartoons, and as you read them may you encounter a small piece of that same life-giving energy that I found in creating them.
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French stun All Blacks to book semi-final spot – 6 October 2007.
http://en.espn.co.uk/scrum/rugby/story/81008.html
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Sir Edmund Hillary Obituary – 11 January 2008.
http://www.radionz.co.nz/collections/siredmundhillary/sir-edmund-hillary-obituary
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Interview with Waihopai protester Peter Murnane – 31 January 2009.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/415756/Interview-with-Waihopai-protester-Peter-Murnane
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Obama defers to Bush, for now, on Gaza crisis – 28 December 2009.
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/29/washington/29diplo.html
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Bailout increases by $800 billion – 26 November 2008.
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/nov/26/bailout-increases-by-800-billion
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‘The Lost Symbol’ book review – 30 September 2009.
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/11/books/review/Dowd-t.html
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‘Avatar’ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avatar_(2009_film)
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Church’s Easter billboard has Christ using youthful slang
1 April 2010
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10635774



Vandals deface Easter billboard in New Zealand
5 April 2010
http://religiondispatches.org/vandals-deface-easter-billboard-in-new-zealand



Religious graffiti defaces Easter billboard
5 April 2010
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/3547957/Religious-graffiti-defaces-Easter-billboard



The Auckland Anglican church happy to shock its flock
31 March 2010
https://www.theguardian.com/world/blog/2010/mar/31/auckland-anglican-church-shock
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_and_the_Deathly_Hallows_–_Part_2
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Christchurch earthquake kills 185 – 22 February 2011.
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/christchurch-earthquake-kills-185
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Bin Laden Is Dead, Obama Says – 1 May 2011.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/02/world/asia/osama-bin-laden-is-killed.html
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Planking: A Brief History – 16 May 2011.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/may/16/planking-a-brief-history
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[image: ]https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/rugbyunion/rugby-world-cup/8844197/Rugby-World-Cup-2011-New-Zealand-8-France-7-match-report.html

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/shipping-containers/rena-disaster
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Occupy Wall Street protests – 6 October 2011.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/blog/2011/oct/05/occupy-wall-street-protests-live
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OPS/image10.jpg
You've got women's
ordination,inclusive
langu¢5e |ifur5'3 .....

What more do you
whiny nags want?

Five seconds later, Harold got a taste of what
Elsie liked to call ‘feminist theology in action’.





OPS/image96.jpg





OPS/image37.jpg
Rapture planking
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And with that, St Clive’s first ever
social media ministry was underway.
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OPS/image35.jpg
At St Clive’s, members who weren’t quite
ready to embrace gays in the church could
start by cuddling a giant pink bunny rabbit.
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Rev Smythe had high hopes
for the church bake sale.
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Ace You kidding?
I Love Cat Steveng!

A great day for Christian-Muslim relations.
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What's this Hope
and. C\'\N‘Se' idea
ke kgq)s mer\'hon'mﬂ?
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We're +rbir\3 to
redvce our
carbon emissions,
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“I guess they finally decided to be honest
about what Easter means to them.”
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Ten s0rry ... The corcect
answer is Actichokes’/

After his resignation, there were times when
Benedict XVI really missed being infallible.
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The religion of Rugby World Cup
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Ah... Brother Joh...
A|wa55 Peadir\s
the Sooo( book.
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Sorey mate, your church
doeswt meet the
MmiNiMumM buiHinj code.
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While Ralph was fine with discussing climate
change in church, he often wished it would focus
more on turning down the damn thermostat.
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Oh my God ! Is
that sPasl\e‘H-i
on his pizza?
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The historical Jesus was far more scandalous than many realise.
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While he agreed it had been a particularly good sermon,
Harold the sound engineer would have preferred that
Pastor Nigel had not concluded it with a mic drop.
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Oh no ... Altar call.
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Every four years, New Zealand
stops being a secular nation.
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Moy the Lord
tofes amazeballs
be with 300.’

Rev Smith had been mightily inspired by
the Fresh Expressions conference.
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Y know... Sometimes
Goo( Can Seem I.'ke

a 3ianf, blue alien...

Nigel was a minister first and a movie-buff
second ... but it was a pretty close second.





OPS/image30.jpg
NBSQI was Finding it f—ovjb,

to write his Sermon on
liberation *H\eolosju. but
he wasn't sure why.
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Rev. Smith’s radical ‘less religion, more nachos’
approach to funerals was proving popular.
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Pastor Nigel’s first ever Artificial Intelligence
outreach ministry faces a semantic challenge.
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What 2! People have

olways vsed us as a
social networking site...
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This is a
victory for
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Did You hear
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Jeff wondered ... maybe his
Christianity was too progressive.
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The Church in 20 years.

®
H
;

&






OPS/image62.jpg
New zombie
movie ¢
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The assumption of Mary
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And to Mavis, God had given the spiritual
gift of retailing pre-loved haute couture.
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Playing ‘Star Wars’ with the Trinity was
becoming a bit tiresome for Jesus.
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Things were especially tense outside
the Wall Street bathroom.
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We asked Muhammad to
comment on the Charlie

Hebdo carfoons. He refused
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We afe an
INCWsive
CHURCH. '
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Pastor Bob realised this was a moment where
both the literal and exegetical interpretations
of a scripture were equally applicable.
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And the wimner is...

CHARLES WesLeY !

No-one remembers Gottlieb Munch, runner-up
in the 1738 season of ‘The Hymn Factor’.
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While he certainly appreciated the convenience and
functionality of his new ‘EzyChurch’ phone app, Jeff
sometimes missed the feeling of his cold, hard pew.
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Some Middle- Eastern

bloke ... Says he
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Roger found rural ministry
to be a unique challenge.
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Pastor Nigel figured that if fluorescent confetti was
good enough for a Coldplay concert, it was good
enough for 20th Sunday after Pentecost at St Clive’s.
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What? ‘Give it vp'?
T Hhought you said
1 shoud ‘live it vp’
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Jeff says the ‘S’ word’ in church.
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Actual lg , we're
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Roger was trying a radical new form
of ministry - shutting the hell up.
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Heaven’s coffee shop.
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You're on QA Seaf‘d\
for truth?? So am !
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All his life, Dave wanted to be a deacon on a hill.
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Ma3 the Force ... er..
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The dual realities of Pastor Bob’s 24-hour ‘May the 4th’
Star Wars movie marathon and St Clive’s May the 5th
9am worship service start time were about to collide.
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Nigel loved being a police chaplain.
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Alt-right Thomas
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Rev Smith was perennially perplexed by the
quadrennial surge in attendance at his early
Sunday morning prayer group.
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The bank that really deserves a bailout.
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The terrorists’ whiteboard.
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