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I will begin with the black and white equivalent of housework. Since tidying is not one of my specialties, I will keep it brief. All Bible quotes in this book are from the King James Version (KJV). It is in the public domain in the United States, and I can quote extensively from it without being sued for copyright infringement.  

My approach in this study may be different from what most readers are accustomed to. I am tired of trite Christianity and have attempted to avoid it like a pothole. Some ground I cover will be old territory for those familiar with the subject, but there are many new trails we will explore, including those that take a fresh look at “Gehenna” in view of Erasing Hell by Francis Chan and Dr. Preston Sprinkle. 

Because many of my known readers (family, friends, and acquaintances) are not familiar with the Bible, and do not consider it relevant to their lives, I will begin with a crash-course in Christian apologetics and prophecy. Parts of that will also be old territory for some readers. However, I have never heard anyone else teach about Golda Meir in Bible prophecy, especially in a book about hell. Unless you have listened to my podcast on the subject, read the original edition of this book, or watched one of my videos on the prophecy, the teaching will probably be new for you. My 2002 teaching on “Lazarus and the Rich Man” will probably be completely new to you as well, unless you have read one of my essays about the subject online, found one of my essays reprinted in a book, or heard one of my old podcasts.  

I adhere to Conditional Immortality, but I do not dismiss Christian Universalism entirely. In fact, Universalists make some good points. I will cover a few of those, as well as a few of my own. I strongly disagree with the doctrine of Eternal Conscious Torment (ECT) in hell, though, and that is the primary focus of this book after Chapter One. 

Apart from the Bible, this book is most influenced by two of J.W. Hanson’s works. J.W. Hanson was a Christian theologian and Universalist pastor, and he has had a significant impact on the ideas of Universal Salvation. Some of his work has been overturned, particularly regarding Gehenna and the Jewish people. However, those issues aside, there is still a significant amount to be learned from his writings, especially The Bible Hell (1888); and his 1880 work, Aiõn-Aiõnios: an excursus on the Greek word rendered everlasting, eternal, etc., in the Holy Bible. I draw heavily from his teachings on “hell” and “time.” His works will hereafter be cited as Hanson. 

I frequently use the words “sheol,” “Gehenna,” and “Hades” in this book, terms transliterated from the original Hebrew and Greek texts. Technically, many instances of these terms should have included quotation marks. However, because they are so numerous, and because I use them often, I have left the quotation marks off many of them. I did that because I believe they made the text too cumbersome for readers. I did that with a few other transliterated words as well, such as “aiõn,” for the same reason. The usage is not consistent, but I decided to prioritize readability over consistency. I also do not capitalize “sheol” because I consider it a common noun, i.e., grave, and not a proper noun.   

There is a glossary of terms at the end of the book, but for audiobook listeners, please visit: https://gehennarevisited.blogspot.com  

Lastly, almost all italics are my own for the purpose of emphasis, and I use the tool feature at www.blueletterbible.org when referring to entries from Strong’s Concordance. 

That’s it for the housework. 
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Before I discuss what the Bible says or doesn’t say about “hell,” I want to briefly discuss if the Bible is relevant today. If you don’t believe the Bible, it is hard to care about anything it says (much less consider it relevant to your life). However, if the Bible tells you what your future is, then it does become relevant to your life. 

The Significance of Bible Prophecy

In the Bible, God specifically points to prophecy as evidence He is God. We learn in Isaiah 46:10 that God declares “the end from the beginning and from ancient times the things that are not yet done.” God tells us in advance what will happen. The Bible says He does this so we can know He is God (so we can know there is a God) and so we can know this is His Word, this is who He is, this is who we are, and this is what God expects from us.  

The Dead Sea Scrolls prove the predictions in the Bible were written over two thousand years ago, and they validate the accuracy of the Old Testament texts. The first Dead Sea Scrolls discovery was made in 1947, purportedly by Bedouin goatherds, Jum’a and Muhammed ed-Dib, searching for a lost sheep. Discoveries continued from 1947 to 1956 in the remote caves along the northwest shore of the Dead Sea.​[1] 

God warned Israel’s descendants about the consequences of certain actions from the time of Moses. Some choices would lead to prosperity and peace; other choices would lead to disaster. 

The Bible predicted, long before it happened, that the people of Israel would be scattered throughout the entire world and hated wherever they went. However, in the latter days, God promised to bring them back to the land He had given them. Deuteronomy 28:64–66 says, “And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from one end of the earth even unto the other. ... and among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest. ... thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life.” 

We see this warning echoed over and over throughout the Old Testament (OT). Leviticus 26:32–33 says, “And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.”

When Mark Twain traveled to the Holy Land in 1867, he could not understand why anyone would want to live there. He said it was a desolate country “... given over wholly to weeds. ... A desolation is here that not even imagination can grace with the pomp of life and action. ... We never saw a human being on the whole route. ... There was hardly a tree or a shrub anywhere. Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of the worthless soil, had almost deserted the country.” ​[2] His visit was a fulfillment of Deuteronomy 29:22–25. It prophesied that foreigners from a distant land would witness this desolation one day and speak of it to the shocked nations. Mark Twain literally did that in his book The Innocents Abroad. 

When the Jews began returning to the land in large numbers, a few decades after Twain’s prophesied visit of 1867, it was either malaria-infested swamp or infertile desert.​[3] They began transforming the solitary wilderness. They bought large tracts of land and sometimes paid for the same property twice. They planted entire forests that increased rainfall. They developed advanced irrigation systems and grew all manner of fruits and vegetables in what was once an unfruitful desert. 

Birds, animals, and the surrounding people flocked to the land which had not been able to support them previously, and all of it was predicted. This included the fact that the Jewish people would first be scattered throughout the world.  

In the New Testament (NT), Jesus foretold His crucifixion and resurrection. Shortly before His death, He warned the Jewish people judgment was coming. He told them, in Matthew 24:2, the Temple would be utterly destroyed. Not one stone would be left upon another. He told them they would be dispersed throughout all nations.​[4] He made it clear that, even though He was going to be executed, He was going to return. When the time for His return came, the Jewish people would be back in the land.​[5] Zechariah 12 and the book of Revelation also make it clear the Jewish people will be back in Jerusalem when Jesus returns. 

In AD 70, approximately forty years after Jesus’s Resurrection, the Jewish Temple was destroyed by the Syrian conscripts in Titus’s army. They burned and leveled the Temple, prying apart every stone to recover the melted gold. At that time, many Jews were taken captive to Rome, and others were scattered throughout the empire.​[6] 

After the suppression of Bar Kokhba’s revolt in AD 135, the Jews were expelled from Jerusalem by Hadrian.​[7] The refugees were driven throughout the surrounding nations, but it would be centuries before they were dispersed throughout the world, and it would be nearly two millennia before they returned to the land in large numbers. During their dispersion, they faced persecution, expulsion, crusades, pogroms, inquisitions, blood libels, and a holocaust. Yet God promised to bring them back to their land, and God always keeps His promises.  

Jesus said in Luke 21:24, “They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” Again, it wasn’t until after the Bar Kokhba revolt that Hadrian expelled the Jews from Jerusalem. He renamed the area “Palaestina” to distance the Jewish people from their land.​[8] He named it after the Philistines, an ancient enemy of Israel who came from Southern Europe and no longer existed as a distinct people group. 

Once again, after they were expelled it took centuries for them to be dispersed among all nations. Then Jerusalem was trampled underfoot by Gentiles for several more centuries until their time came to an end. With some scratching at the surface of Luke 21:24, we see that the verse implies the Jews would return to Jerusalem in the future, and they would not be under the foot of Gentile rulers. Those things have happened. Then when we combine Luke 21:24 with Matthew 23:39—“For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’”—we can conclude that Jews have to be in Jerusalem to say that, and Jesus has to return to Jerusalem to hear it.

This return of the Jewish people is prophesied throughout the OT as well. God says in Ezekiel 11:16–17, “... although I have scattered them among the countries, ... I will even gather you ... and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.” That prophecy was made 2,500 years ago. 

Hosea 3:4–5 says, “For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king (The Messiah); and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.” This prophecy was also made 2,500 years ago.

Amos 9:14–15 says, “And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.” This 2500-year-old prophecy was never fulfilled in the past.

Although we see the stage being set, the actual fulfillment of those verses comes during the millennial reign of Christ. Zechariah 14 shows that Jerusalem will be taken again at the end of this age. Half of the city will go into captivity, but the remainder of the people (who will fight like King David) will not be cut off from Jerusalem. Despite the troubles Israel is going to face in the near future, there will still be Jews in Jerusalem when Jesus returns. We also see in Revelation 12 that some of the Jewish people will face a future scattering; however, God will turn it back, and the entire world will witness it. After that, as Amos prophesied, the Jewish people will never be pulled up out of their land again. 

Zephaniah 3:20 says, “At that time will I bring you again, (a second time, Isaiah 11:11) even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.”

Some prophecies in the Bible are fulfilled more than once, one foreshadowing the next, each serving as separate witnesses to God’s sovereignty and omniscience, for “in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established” (2 Corinthians 13:1). The Jews were brought back from Babylon before the time of Christ; and now, in these latter days, they have been brought back again—a second time (as Jesus predicted) and as Isaiah 11:11 said—from all the nations of the earth.

How is it possible after nearly two thousand years, and with countless people trying to stop it, that the Jewish people have returned to the land? It is because God promised it, and He does not break His promises. When you see the Jews back in their land, you see proof God keeps His promises. You see proof He is God. You see proof there is a God, and you see proof the Bible is His Word. You also see proof this age is drawing to a close.

God said in Isaiah 66:7–9, “Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child. Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.”

This passage tells us when Israel would be reborn, he (the man child) would be reborn in a day. He was declared a nation on May 14, 1948. Israel was born in a day. However, these verses also revealed there would be an attempt to stop the birth. The day after David Ben-Gurion declared Israel to be a nation, civil war turned into full-scale war. 

Israel was attacked by five well-equipped and well-trained Arab armies. The Israeli army had no cannons or tanks. Its air force had nine outdated planes. There were 60,000 trained soldiers, but not even one-third of them were actually prepared for war. They were neither armed nor mobilized. Israel was outnumbered and outgunned, but nothing could stop what God declared would happen. In less than a year, despite interference from the West and an arms embargo, Israel won the war.​[9] 

The Scriptures told us about many things that would happen once the Jewish people returned. To date, about fifty prophecies have been fulfilled since Israel’s rebirth. Trees, rain, animals, and birds have returned to the land. The Bible describes which trees, which birds, and which animals. The desert has blossomed like a rose. Isaiah 35:1 says, “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” Isaiah 27:6 says, “He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.” Today, Israel is a global exporter of fresh produce.

All of these events were foretold, and all of these prophecies were fulfilled literally. These were not “spiritual” fulfillments. These were literal.

There are a series of prophecies in the book of Jeremiah about the Jewish people being regathered. First, the Jewish people will return to their cities; then we see that a woman will be a protector of a man. We also see that the language of the Jewish people, Hebrew, will be restored. Before that happened, Hebrew was a dead language. God brought back a nearly destroyed people (men, women, and children wasted away by the Holocaust; Ezekiel 36–37), and He brought back a dead language.  

Jeremiah 31:21–23 says, “Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities. How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman shall compass a man.” (Cabab: to march, go about, to enclose, compass: “This is a picture of a woman in the role of a protector over a man.” See Strong’s H5437 and Gesenius’s Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon.) “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity.” We also see in Zephaniah 3:9 that the language of the Jewish people will be restored. 

God made a land covenant with Abraham, and He confirmed it to Isaac and Jacob. However, He changed Jacob’s name to Israel. The covenant promise God made to Abraham comes down through Israel’s descendants. In Jeremiah, Israel is the “man” who will be protected by a woman.  

In these verses, we see prophecies regarding the return of the Jewish people to their God-given land, and we see a woman will be a protector over a man. 

I remember when Golda Meir became the Prime Minister of Israel on March 17, 1969. She is the first and only female Prime Minister in Israel’s history. She served as Minister of Labor and Foreign Minister previously, and she was Israel’s first woman to hold those offices. In the Bible’s book of Jeremiah, God says He has created a new thing. Golda Meir was serving as Prime Minister of Israel when Egyptian and Syrian forces launched a sneak attack on Yom Kippur of 1973. As her country faced almost certain destruction, Golda Meir turned to President Richard Nixon for help. He authorized a military shipment that made it possible for Golda Meir to protect Israel and survive the war. 

This prophecy pointed to three important events: the regathering of the nation of Israel, the restoration of the Hebrew language, and the return of the Jewish people to their ancient cities, especially Jerusalem. As these events unfolded, right in the midst of them, a woman arose to protect Israel. 

Although the Jewish custom of a woman circling her husband during their wedding is based on Jeremiah 31:22; and though it is a beautiful ceremony, it is not what the verse is teaching. Everything in the passage is a prophecy.  

These prophecies were not sitting alone in a vacuum. They all had to be in place, roughly at the same time, each dependent upon the other to be fulfilled. No man or woman could orchestrate that, but God could and God did. God fulfilled the prophecies related to the Messiah too.

In Scripture, we see the Messiah would come before the destruction of the Temple in AD 70, like Jesus.​[10] We see He would be from the tribe of Judah, like Jesus.​[11] He would be born in Bethlehem, like Jesus.​[12] We see in Psalm 22 that He would suffer a painful and humiliating death, like Jesus. Jesus Himself pointed to Psalm 22 on the cross by quoting its first verse. A common practice of rabbis was to quote the opening of a passage when teaching from that portion of Scripture. Jesus had done so before when reading in the synagogue. He was teaching with his dying breath that He was fulfilling that psalm, in essence saying, “Pay attention. Look at this psalm of David. Look at my hands and my feet; see how they gamble for my garments; hear how they mock me; see how none of my bones are broken. I am fulfilling this today.” 

We are told His side would be pierced.​[13] We read that He would be a sacrifice for sins, executed with criminals, buried with the rich; and, even though He would die, He would see the fruit of His sacrifice.​[14] Seeing the fruit of His sacrifice speaks of Jesus’s Resurrection. As the Old Testament predicted, He was given vinegar to drink.​[15] He was betrayed for the price of a slave, and the money was used to buy a potter’s field.​[16] He was rejected by His own people,​[17] but He became a light for the Gentiles.​[18] And Isaiah said He would be called Immanuel, God with us.​[19] These are but a few of the prophecies this God/Man fulfilled during His first advent, and He will fulfill many more when He returns. As surely as the first prophecies were fulfilled, so too will be the last. The first were fulfilled literally. The last will be also. Apart from the rebirth of Israel, we see many other prophecies being fulfilled literally today. 

Jesus warned His followers in John 16:2, “... the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” Luke 21:16 says, “And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.” It has happened throughout the history of the Church, and it is happening now to Christian converts throughout the Islamic, Communist, socialist, and secular world. Revelation 20:4 reveals that during the Tribulation, believers will be beheaded: “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God.”  

By way of explanation, I describe the Tribulation as the seven years preceding the Messiah’s return to the earth to reign from Jerusalem. That reign will bring peace and justice, but the Tribulation prior to it will be the worst time in human history. Jesus said no flesh would be saved if He does not return when He does.​[20] It may be that those living past that point in time will be so corrupted, both morally and biologically, that they will be irredeemable. Jesus asked if He would even find faith on the earth when He returned, and He compared those final days to the Days of Noah. The society of Noah’s day had gone past the point of no return. It was overwhelmed by violence and anarchy and was destroying itself, both morally and biologically. God had to intervene while there was still someone left to save. 

Tragically, it appears we are repeating their error and will eventually destroy ourselves as a race, perhaps even aided by Artificial Intelligence (AI), if God does not intervene through His Son. To me, it is clear in Scripture that the Antichrist, his followers, and his religion, will dominate and subjugate the whole world during the second half of the Tribulation. They will behead anyone who will not submit. However, throughout that seven-year period, a series of Divine judgments strike the earth, in large part because its inhabitants are slaughtering and persecuting what remains of God’s people. 

In February 2015, twenty-one Coptic Christians were beheaded by ISIS. Those terrorists thought they were doing God a service. The same group shot and beheaded thirty Ethiopian Christians two months later. It will continue for a time, and even get worse, but it will not continue forever.  

With each beheading, with each act of persecution, the terrorists prove the Bible is true. 

In the Olivet Discourse, after speaking about the persecution His followers would experience, Jesus said this Gospel would be preached in all the world to all nations, and then the end would come. If that hasn’t happened yet, it soon will. 

The Bible is self-authenticating through its staggering number of fulfilled prophecies.​[21] According to the large language models I have run the numbers through, the odds of just ten Bible prophecies occurring by chance, at a minimum, are one in a sextillion. What is a practical, real-world example of that? It’s as likely as finding one particular grain of sand in a menorah-shaped dune in Israel. (For new evidence for the Bible Codes and the Shroud of Turin, please see Chapter Eight.) 

These prophecies support Divine foresight, and there are dozens if not hundreds more. These same large language models, when still able to be stripped of their bias filters, all converged to declare that Christ is the Truth and the axiom point of reality.​[22] But prophecy is not the only argument for the reliability of the Bible. Jesus believed it was inspired and authoritative, and God raised Him from the dead. I believe that Jesus’s acceptance of Scripture as Divinely inspired, and His forward validation of the writings of His Apostles, also prove that the Bible is a trustworthy book.  

The Textual Evidence for the Bible

Beyond prophecy, the Bible’s reliability is also evident in its textual preservation. No other ancient document matches the New Testament in terms of manuscript evidence.

In the documentary Jesus of Testimony,​[23] Dr. Daniel Wallace, one of the foremost textual critics today, explains that we currently have nearly 5,800 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, over 10,000 Latin manuscripts, and more than 1,000 in Egyptian Coptic. Manuscripts also exist in Syriac, Arabic, Aramaic, Armenian, Georgian, Gothic, and other ancient languages. When all versions are considered, the manuscript count exceeds 26,000.

The oldest complete New Testament manuscript is the Codex Sinaiticus, from the mid-4th century. However, numerous fragments date even earlier (some as early as AD 130, or possibly earlier). One of the most significant of these is Papyrus P52, also known as the Rylands Papyrus or St. John’s Fragment. It contains a portion of John 18:31–33 and 37–38, and is widely dated to no later than AD 150. Many scholars date it to around AD 125 or earlier, possibly even the 90s. Because P52 is a copy, the Gospel of John must predate it. If John was the last Gospel written, the others were composed even earlier—within the 1st century and within the lifetimes of eyewitnesses.

Dr. Wallace also notes that early Church Fathers quoted the New Testament over one million times. Textual scholars agree the New Testament could largely be reconstructed just from these quotations.

Because we have so many manuscripts, scholars are aware of every textual variant. You will find them addressed in your Bible’s footnotes and commentaries, and no important doctrine is affected by any of these variants. Even Bart Ehrman, in Misquoting Jesus,​[24] acknowledges that the variants do not impact theology. On pages 87 and 207, he admits most are “completely insignificant” and that they “do not detract from the integrity of the New Testament.”

Greg Koukl, in his CBN article “Misquoting Jesus? Answering Bart Ehrman,” reinforces this. He states that out of 20,000 lines of New Testament text, only 40 are in doubt, and none of those affect doctrine.​[25] That means 99.8% of the text is established and doctrinally sound.

By comparison, classical works such as Caesar’s Gallic Wars or Plato’s Tetralogies survive in only a handful of manuscripts (sometimes less than ten) with far greater time gaps between composition and the earliest copies. The New Testament has approximately 1,000 times more manuscript evidence than the average Greco-Roman author.

Early Christian Creeds and the Resurrection

Dr. Gary Habermas, in his article “Jesus’ Resurrection and Contemporary Criticism” (Criswell Theological Review, Fall 1989), highlights how early Christian creeds confirm that the message of Jesus’s resurrection began circulating shortly after the crucifixion. The book of 1 Corinthians, dated to around AD 55, includes one such creed in chapter 15. Habermas writes:

“... the resurrection was the center of the earliest Christian teaching. This is crucially based, for instance, on 1 Cor 15:3fF., where virtually all scholars agree that Paul recorded an ancient creed(s) concerning Jesus’ death and resurrection which is actually much earlier than the book in which it is recorded.”​[26] 

The creeds existed long before they were written down in the New Testament, and they existed prior to Paul’s conversion. These oral creeds were primarily about the deity, death, and resurrection of Jesus. That was their central message, and because they existed before Paul’s conversion, he was not the inventor of Christianity, as many claim. The message Paul fought against, and hated the most, was already in existence, and it must have been in existence at least two years before Paul’s conversion. Ehrman himself has acknowledged that Paul inherited an already-existing oral tradition focused on Jesus’s death, deity, and resurrection. Paul didn’t invent Christianity. He was its greatest persecutor before becoming its greatest preacher. 

The “Minimal Facts” Approach

In The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus, Dr. Habermas and Dr. Michael R. Licona present a “Quintet of Facts.” These five core historical claims are backed by strong evidence and accepted by the vast majority of scholars, including many skeptics:

1. Jesus died by Roman crucifixion.

2. His disciples believed they had seen the risen Jesus.

3. Saul of Tarsus (Paul), a former persecutor, became a believer after what he believed was an appearance of the risen Jesus.

4. James, Jesus’s brother and a former skeptic, became a leader in the Jerusalem Church after what he believed was a resurrection appearance.

5. The resurrection was preached very early, immediately after the crucifixion.

Although the empty tomb is not included in the “minimal facts” due to lesser scholarly consensus, many scholars, including Dr. William Lane Craig, consider it a strong additional argument.

Dr. Habermas compares his Minimal Facts approach to bricks in a wall. Each individual fact is a “brick” that he uses to build a case for the resurrection. He has varied the number of “bricks” over the years. Many of the facts remain the same, but they boil down to this: 

History tells us that Jesus died by crucifixion, and His disciples had experiences that they believed were appearances of the risen Jesus. It was their belief in the resurrection that powered Christianity. There would be no Christianity without it. Those early Christians believed in the resurrection of Jesus so strongly that they were willing to die for it, and some of them did. They preached that message early on, and the consensus opinion of the critics is that the teaching began immediately after the Cross. 

A Changed Life

Desiring God, citing Eckhard Schnabel, estimated that Paul traveled 8,700 miles on foot and 6,800 miles by sea to preach the Gospel after his radical conversion. James, once a mocking skeptic, became a pillar of the Jerusalem church. He was a hostile skeptic during the lifetime of his brother. Nonetheless, he became a Christian because he, like Paul, had an experience that he believed was an appearance of the resurrected Jesus. These transformations demand an explanation. The best one is that they believed they had encountered the risen Jesus, and that they were right.

The resurrection was preached early on and embraced by two of the biggest skeptics of that time. James went from open ridicule to devout belief. Paul went from a tireless persecutor of Christians to a tireless preacher of Christ, and he traversed much of Asia Minor and beyond with the Gospel message. What was powerful enough to change those men and motivate all of the early Christians to risk their lives preaching an unpopular message?  

The best explanation of these facts is that God raised Jesus from the dead, and they knew it. 

The Naturalistic Arguments and the Skeptics

Skeptical scholars have abandoned the naturalistic arguments now. They no longer fall back on hallucinations, myths, legends, or claims that the disciples stole the body. The majority of New Testament scholars know that these arguments, and all of the other naturalistic arguments, have failed and been effectively countered. They admit the resurrection facts are good, but they still reject the message. The reason they give is simple. 

They don’t want to believe. 

When Dr. Habermas pushes skeptical scholars, they will admit Christians have an Evidence-Based Case, but they still see a problem with it. They don’t know how to refute it anymore because the naturalistic arguments have all failed, and they are acutely aware of it, but they still reject the resurrection and Christianity.  

The problem is, as Dr. Habermas points out, by asking them to believe in a resurrection, it’s as if they have been asked to believe in Middle Earth, Narnia, or Oz. The skeptics just don’t know of any worlds like that. Dr. Habermas will call “time out” at this point and bring up the subject of Near-Death Experiences, NDEs. Dr. Habermas says up to thirty million people in North America, England, and Europe have claimed to have had Near-Death Experiences. Even if the numbers are off, and it is only twenty million, that is twenty million people who have been to Narnia. So if there is an afterlife, can we now talk about a resurrection?  

NDEs open the door to a conversation about an alternate reality that may last forever. Skeptics hit a wall that hits back when they say, “Yeah, but you’re asking me to believe in Oz.” Habermas’s reply is simple, “Sure, and I’ve got data for Oz. Now, let’s talk about the resurrection.” 

The facts in this chapter give good evidence for the reliability
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