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Austrian Specialist Troops of the Napoleonic Wars

The Artillery

In the later 18th century the Austrian artillery had been the finest in Europe, and was held up as an example to the world. The inferiority of the arm in the War of the Austrian Succession had been the cause of a complete overhaul, dating from the appointment of Prince Liechtenstein in 1744 as Director-General of Artillery. He established the artillery school at Budweis and redesigned the ordnance to produce lighter and more manoeuvrable guns, so that when thus equipped in the Seven Years’ War the arm became predominant in Europe, and was imitated by other nations. Prussia adopted the Austrian 12-pdr., and as late as 1803 France copied Liechtenstein’s howitzer. Gribeauval himself served in the Austrian artillery from 1756 to 1762 and probably based his overhaul of the French artillery on what he had learned in Austrian service. However, no reforms had been instituted in the later 18th century, so that the artillery was overtaken in quality by that of other nations; and whilst the personnel remained excellently trained they were always too few in numbers, and desperately hampered by the outdated system of tactics which Austria employed in at least the first half of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic conflict.

Organisation

The organisation of the Austrian artillery was tied closely to the theories of tactical employment, resulting in a sequence of changes in organisation and disposition throughout the period. In peacetime the artillery had no tactical formation, being simply an administrative body which in wartime was sent in small detachments to serve the principal field artillery, the light fieldpieces attached to each infantry and Grenz (border infantry) unit. The system, generally known as ‘battalion guns’, had been prevalent in many European armies; but was recognised by most even as early as the start of the Revolutionary Wars as being of limited use on the battlefield, tending to hinder manoeuvre, which disadvantage outweighed the fire support which such guns could provide to an infantry attack. Britain and France were the first to recognise that ‘battalion guns’ merely dissipated the firepower of the artillery in opposition to the generally accepted maxim that concentration of fire—often termed ‘massed-battery fire’—was more effective than the sum of its parts. Yet Austria made little attempt to centralise their artillery effort until well into the 19th century, as the ‘support’ or ‘position’ batteries—in effect the artillery reserve—initially formed only a minor part of the army’s ordnance.
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Artillery, 1798. The company officer (left) wears the 1798 helmet with black-over-yellow crest; the brown coat has red facings and lining but is styled without turnbacks at this date. The gunner (right) has the chinstrap of the red-crested helmet fastened around the rear of the headdress, a popular style, and carries a rolled greatcoat and (in the hand) the bricole. The driver (centre) has the Fuhrwesen uniform in light grey (including breeches) with yellow facings, black and yellow brassard on the left arm and a plain ‘round hat’ ornamented with the national pompon and yellow-over-black plume. (R. von Ottenfeld)
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Gunner, Artillery, 1798. This illustrates the 1798 helmet with its distinctive plate bearing a cannon barrel, and breeches and gaiters in place of the knee-boots. The narrower belt over the right shoulder is the harness for the bricole. (R. von Ottenfeld)

In 1792 the artillery comprised a headquarters organisation of 270 of all ranks, three field artillery regiments of 9,282 men in total, 13 garrison artillery districts comprising 2,166 men, the Bombardeur Corps of 845 men, and the Artillery Fusilier Battalion of 959 men. The guns with which these corps were equipped were cannon of 3-, 6-, 12-, 18-and 24-pdr. ‘nature’, 7- and 10-pdr. howitzers, and 30-, 60- and 100-pdr. Coehoorn mortars. Some of the heavier pieces were iron, but the majority were ‘brass’. Though once the equal of any in Europe they were now outmatched even weight-for-weight by the equivalent French pieces, as Austrian guns were calculated in respect of a lighter ‘pound’; the ‘Vienna pound’, for example, weighed 0.83 of an English pound, whereas the French ‘pound’ weighed 1.068 of an English pound. Thus, a 12-pdr. roundshot calculated in Vienna measure would weigh 9.96 English pounds, and the equivalent French shot 12.81 lbs.—a French superiority of 22.25 per cent over the Austrian shot of the same nominal weight.

The allocation of guns to infantry units varied; each battalion was supposed to receive two 3-pdrs. in Italy and the Tyrol and two 6-pdrs. in Germany and the Netherlands, with a regimental reserve of three guns, usually 12-pdrs. and howitzers. The Grenz units normally received four 3-pdrs. per three battalions, and appear to have used their own personnel as gunners, 50 men per regiment. In the ordinary infantry each gun had a small crew of specialist gunners, with the ‘muscle’ for positioning of the guns being provided by men detached from the infantry battalions, quite outside the organisation of the artillery.

In battle the artillery was distributed with the infantry along the battle-line; the artillery reserve was normally allocated a position before the action and usually was not moved during the battle. The ‘line guns’ were normally dragged about 15 yards ahead of the infantry line, firing after the infantry had delivered a volley; on occasion the 12-pdrs. and 10-pdr. howitzers might be added to the line to add weight—a tactic tried with some success in the War of the Bavarian Succession (1778–79 against Prussia) and repeated during the French war; yet the dilution of fire rendered the artillery greatly inferior.

The ‘position’ batteries were generally of four guns and two howitzers, manned by personnel of the Bombardiers, Artillery Fusiliers and men detached from the Garrison artillery as well as from the field regiments. Part of the ‘light reserve’ were the mobile ‘cavalry batteries’ (Cavallerie Batterien), which were armed with light 6-pdr. guns but were not horse artillery in the accepted sense. Introduced in 1778, these batteries were intended to improve mobility but not specifically to accompany cavalry; the nomenclature was as much about the guns requiring cavalry support as vice-versa. Their personnel were taken from the ordinary field artillery, and did not form a separate branch of service. The guns with which they were equipped had lengthened trails equipped with a padded seat upon which the gunners rode. Their ammunition caissons similarly had padded tops, where the remainder of the gun-crew sat, and were known from their shape as Würst-Wagens or ‘sausage-waggons’. Only the officers and some NCOs were mounted in these batteries (originally it was thought that if each gunner had a horse there was more chance of him running away!); and as the vehicles had to carry the weight of the entire gun-crew their rate of mobility was inferior to that of proper horse artillery. (The use of these Cavallerie Batterien reflects the decline of the cavalry from the shock arm it had been in the mid-18th century to basically a support arm: the batteries were not trained to support cavalry charges, being restricted to the speed attainable by the caissons, and were used basically as field artillery.)

For both cavalry and ordinary (‘foot’) batteries the drivers were provided by the army transport service (Fuhrwesencorps) which was also responsible for commissariat vehicles, an expedient adopted in many European armies but which, in separating the drivers from the artillery organisation, was most unsatisfactory. Prior to 1805 artillery batteries lacked horses and had to requisition draught-teams before a campaign.

The standard of recruit required by the artillery was higher than that of the infantry, given the specialised skills required. Though the standard was relaxed during the wars (the height-limit was lowered, for example), personnel were only admitted if they were fit, literate in German and were Austrian subjects. Gunners were trained at the Artillery School, near Budweis in Bohemia, and in the Bombardeur Corps formed by Prince Kinsky, Director of Artillery, in 1786. This unit provided both theoretical and practical instruction for officers and other ranks. The seven-year course included not only the techniques of artillery-handling and tactics but also mathematics, surveying, fortification, administration and science. Those completing the full course were commissioned; those who completed five years’ study became NCO gun-captains, and were eligible for promotion. This education resulted in the Austrian artillery personnel being regarded as the best in Europe. The original lifetime enlistment was modified by the Archduke Charles in 1802, though the artillery and technical troops still had a longer term of enlistment because of their additional training: against the 10 years’ infantry service and 12 years’ cavalry, artillery and technical troops served 14.
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Artillery, c.1809. (Left) NCO in a brown coat, double-breasted and short-skirted like an officer’s Oberrock; this version has the regulation red collar and brown cuffs, unlike the variety with red cuffs. The yellow hat-lace, cane and black and yellow sword knot are the usual NCO distinctions. (Centre) Gunner equipped with a leather satchel in place of the ‘holster’; the bricole is still carried. Both wear the knee-boots with square-cut tops. (Right) Driver of the Fuhrwesen in a white uniform with yellow facings; he wears the infantry-style shako with yellow and black pompon and brass insignia; though privates were not usually armed, those crewing artillery vehicles are sometimes depicted with sabres. (R. von Ottenfeld)

The artillery headquarters organisation was the Feld-Zeugamt or arsenals administration, founded in 1772, originally composed of a staff and two companies, reorganised in 1791 with 270 men, increasing to 465 in 1802. Personnel were recruited from craftsmen (blacksmiths, carpenters, etc.), commanded from 1800 to 1818 by Major-Oberst Adolph Geiger. The Feld-Zeugamt was responsible for the service and repair of ordnance and vehicles; its personnel were attached to the artillery reserve and depots, for repair and distribution of ordnance and ammunition. The Feld-Zeugamt had its headquarters in Vienna but its depots were spread throughout the empire; the original main stations were Vienna (central park for siege-train and depot for the southern provinces), Budweis (main testing-centre for ordnance, and for service of the artillery reserve and attendant waggons), Prague (for service of the artillery in Bohemia) and Brunn (for Moravia).
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Drummer, Artillery. Musicians of the artillery and technical services wore uniform distinctions akin to those of infantry musicians: the ordinary uniform with the addition of scalloped lace on collar and cuffs, and ‘swallows’-nest’ wings edged with the same lace and with a rosette in the centre. This depicts the Corséhut of post-1811 style. (R. von Ottenfeld)

The Garrison Artillery organisation was based upon ‘districts’ (Garnisons-Artillerie-Distrikte), of which the number varied slightly—with losses or acquisition of territory, such as the loss of the Netherlands—which were first established in 1772. These were basically Upper and Lower Austria (based at Vienna, where the Garrison Artillery Headquarters was situated); Inner Austria (Graz); Bohemia (Prague); Moravia (Olmütz); Hungary (Ofen); Banat (Temesvár); Slavonia (Peterwardein); Croatia (Carlstadt); Transylvania (Siebenbürgen, the base initially at Hermannstadt, transferred to Carlsburg in 1794); Tyrol (Innsbruck, lost after 1805); Netherlands (Mecheln, lost after the Netherlands campaign); Italy (Mantua, lost 1797, reformed 1799 and lost in 1800); Galicia (Lemberg); Venice (Venice, formed 1798); and Dalmatia (Zara). An additional district existed briefly in 1793–94, based at Valenciennes after its capture from France.

The personnel of the Garrison Artillery was formed partly of gunners, recruited from the 2nd Artillery Regt. (based at Vienna), disabled members of the field artillery and those no longer sufficiently strong to take the field, and from Zeug personnel, basically civilian craftsmen who worked on the manufacture of artillery, small arms and powder. In 1801 the strength of the Garrison Artillery was 1,971 gunners and 1,113 artisans.

As noted above, the Bombardeur-Corps was used partly as a training school and partly to provide the most skilled gunners to the field artillery; in the field they were attached especially to the siege-train, artillery reserve and howitzers. The corps was formed on 1 November 1786 with a staff and four companies (the personnel of which were employed piecemeal, as and when required), commanded by an Oberst-lieutenant (lieutenant-colonel), or an Oberst (colonel) 1808–12, in the person of Joseph Smola, under the general command of the field artillery; its headquarters was Vienna.

Its staff comprised the Oberst-lieutenant, two majors, one instructor (of artillery theory: a Hauptmann), two Oberfeuerwerkmeisters and three Feuerwerkmeisters (commissioned ranks equating with subalterns; the unusual title


[image: image]




[image: image]


[image: image]







Reorganisation and tactical employment
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Artillery Uniforms


[image: image]





[image: image]








[image: image]


[image: image]


OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img05.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img06.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img03.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img04.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img09.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img07.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img08.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img13.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img12.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img14.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img02.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img11.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img10.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780967592_cover.jpg
OSPREY

Men-at-Arms

Austrian Specialist
Troops of the

Napolgonic Wars






OEBPS/images/9781780967592_img38.jpg
MEN-AT-ARMS SERIES





