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Prologue
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Have you ever tried to solve a tricky puzzle or crack a secret code? Imagine doing that not just for fun—but to help save the world! This is the story of Alan Turing, a brilliant thinker who used math, logic, and creativity to help end one of the biggest wars in history. Even though he lived in a time before smartphones and laptops, Alan had ideas that helped create the very first computers.

In this book, you’ll discover how a quiet boy who loved numbers grew up to become a hero in secret. From his early school days to his top-secret work during World War II, Alan’s life is filled with mystery, invention, and incredible courage. Get ready to explore the exciting world of codes, machines, and one amazing mind that changed the future forever!
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Loved Numbers
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Alan Turing was not always the famous codebreaker or the brilliant scientist we read about today. Once, he was just a little boy who loved numbers more than almost anything else. From a very young age, Alan found numbers exciting in ways that many other children didn’t. While other kids liked to run around, play tag, or kick a ball, Alan enjoyed spending time thinking about puzzles, patterns, and math problems. He often thought about how things worked and why things were the way they were. Instead of playing with toy trains or action figures, Alan might be found reading a book about numbers or trying to figure out how many different ways you could add or multiply them. Numbers were like a secret language to him, and he loved speaking that language in his mind.

Even when he was very young, Alan Turing noticed that numbers had rules, and those rules never changed. He liked that because it made him feel safe. Two plus two would always equal four. That didn’t change whether he was at home, at school, or on a trip. It was like numbers were his friends—reliable, steady, and always ready to play along if you knew how to ask them the right questions. He would sometimes invent little games with numbers, like finding out how many times you could divide a number in half, or how to count backwards from a big number in a certain pattern. These games weren’t part of schoolwork, but Alan played them anyway, just for fun.

Alan wasn’t always understood by the people around him. His love of numbers and his habit of asking questions that others didn’t think to ask sometimes made him seem odd to classmates and even teachers. While other children were chatting or playing games during break, Alan might be deep in thought, drawing numbers in the dirt or working out a tricky problem in his notebook. But that didn’t bother him much. In fact, it made him even more curious about the world. He liked finding patterns where others didn’t see any. For example, he might look at the way flower petals grew or the shape of a seashell and wonder if there were numbers hidden in those patterns, too.

As Alan got a little older, his love for math only grew. He began solving problems that were supposed to be too hard for someone his age. Sometimes, he didn’t even need a teacher to tell him how to do it—he figured out his own methods, using the rules of numbers he already knew and trusted. If he didn’t understand something right away, he wouldn’t give up. He kept thinking about it, turning it over in his mind until the answer came to him, often in surprising and creative ways. He believed that if you thought hard enough, and if you truly loved the subject, you could find answers to even the trickiest puzzles.

Alan’s passion for numbers was so strong that he started reading books meant for older students, even when he was just a young boy. He would spend hours studying math ideas, learning about things like shapes, measurements, and how numbers connect in clever ways. One of his favorite things to do was to challenge himself. He liked setting a problem and trying to beat his own score or solve it faster than before. He didn’t need a prize or a trophy—just figuring it out made him happy.

Because he was so interested in numbers, Alan also became interested in logic. Logic is the way we use rules to make decisions or solve problems. It’s like a big math puzzle where everything has to make sense step by step. Alan found this kind of thinking fun. He would imagine problems and then try to figure out how to solve them using only the rules of logic. For example, he might ask himself: “If I know this and I know that, what else must be true?” These exercises sharpened his brain and made him even more excited about discovering new things.

Alan’s fascination with numbers didn’t stop at math problems on paper. He began to think about machines and whether numbers could be used to help machines think. Long before anyone had invented computers, Alan wondered if it was possible to build something that could do math like a human brain. These thoughts began when he was still quite young. While he didn’t have the tools to build anything at that age, the ideas started forming, and they stayed with him as he grew older.

His parents and teachers sometimes didn’t know what to make of his love for numbers. It wasn’t always easy for them to understand just how deeply he cared about solving problems and finding patterns. But Alan didn’t let that stop him. He knew that the world of numbers was magical, and he wanted to learn all he could. Whether it was multiplication, division, square roots, or strange puzzles that didn’t have simple answers, Alan was always ready to dive in and explore.

Even nature couldn’t escape Alan’s number-loving mind. He noticed patterns in raindrops, the symmetry in leaves, and the spirals in pinecones. He wondered what kind of math rules explained how these things came to be. To Alan, the whole world was one big number puzzle waiting to be solved, and that made life thrilling. Every day brought something new to wonder about, something he could try to figure out using numbers and logic. He saw the world differently—not as just shapes and colors, but as pieces of a big, beautiful pattern that could be unlocked with math.

So, the boy who loved numbers kept thinking, kept solving, and kept dreaming. He didn’t always fit in with the crowd, but that was okay. He was building something inside his mind that was powerful, beautiful, and entirely his own. That early love for numbers didn’t just make him happy as a child—it would one day lead him to change the world in ways no one could imagine. But for now, he was simply a curious boy, finding joy in every number, every pattern, and every little puzzle that came his way.
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Chapter 2: A Curious Mind at School
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When Alan Turing went to school, it became clear to many people around him that he was not just an ordinary student. He had something very special—a mind that was always full of questions. Alan was curious about everything. He wanted to know how things worked, why they worked that way, and if there was a better or smarter way to understand them. His curiosity wasn’t just about subjects taught in the classroom. It spilled over into every part of his school life. Whether it was math, science, reading, or even walking to school, Alan was constantly thinking. While other kids might have been daydreaming about games or snacks, Alan’s mind was asking big questions like “How does the sun shine?” or “Can numbers solve any kind of problem?”

At school, Alan sometimes found it hard to follow rules that didn’t make sense to him. He wasn’t being rude or naughty; it was just that he believed if a rule didn’t have a logical reason, it should be questioned. Some teachers liked students to simply listen and memorize facts without asking too many questions. But Alan didn’t learn that way. He needed to understand the “why” behind every answer. If the teacher said, “This is how we do it,” Alan might ask, “But what if we did it another way?” or “What happens if we change this number or that step?” This way of thinking often confused his teachers, who weren’t used
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