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  Mikhail Tal

  This tactics training book gives you the opportunity to get in the shoes of the most famous attacking player of all time. It offers one hundred training exercises in positions the former World Champion turned in his favour. Can you be as imaginative as Mikhail Tal was?

  Mikhail Tal (1936-1992) was the 8th World Champion in the history of chess. In 1960 he defeated Mikhail Botvinnik in a World Championship match by 12,5-8,5. At that moment the 'Magician from Riga' was 23 years old, and he became the youngest World Champion ever.

  Although Tal lost his world title one year later in a rematch against Botvinnik, every chess lover will remember him as a unique player. Not only because he won the Soviet Championship six times, but also due to his sensational attacking style. The chess wizard was never afraid to sacrifice material to bring fireworks to the board. Two quotes of the former World Champion: 'There are two types of sacrifices: correct ones, and mine.' And:  'I will not hide the fact that I love to hear the spectators react after a sacrifice of a piece or pawn. I don't think that there is anything bad in such a feeling; no artist or musician is indifferent to the reactions of the public.'

  Tal enjoyed chess as he enjoyed life. Unfortunately, his heavy drinking and chain smoking led to serious health problems. At the age of 55 the genius had to pay the price for his bohemian lifestyle. On 28 June 1992 he passed away. However, no true chess fan will ever forget this great tactician, because he played several immortal games.


  
    Excercise 1
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 1
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    Mihail Tal (2570) - John A Grefe (2385)
         

    San Francisco 1991

  

  
    36.♖a3!
  


  
    Excercise 2
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 2
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    Mihail Tal (2580) - Evgeny Sveshnikov (2520)
         

    Moscow 1990

  

  
    36.♕h4+! ♔g7 37.♖g8#
  


  
    Excercise 3
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 3
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    Mihail Tal - Eleazar Jimenez Zerquera

    Moscow Alekhine Memorial 1963

  

  
    31.♘xd6!
  


  
    Excercise 4

  

  
    [image:  ]
    White to move

  


  
    Solution 4
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    Mihail Tal (2565) - Alexander Shabalov (2200)
         

    Jurmala 1985

  

  
    26.♘xe6! fxe6
                                                     26...♖xd2 27.♗xd2 White wins 

 27.♖xd8 ♗xd8 28.♕xd8 ♔f8 29.♖d1
                                                     and White won.

  


  
    Excercise 5
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 5
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    Mihail Tal (2525) - Francisco Jimenez Morales

    Seville 1992

  

  
    31.♗d5!
  


  
    Excercise 6
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 6
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    Mihail Tal (2630) - Robert Huntington (1985)
         

    Boston sim 1988

  

  
    11.♗xf6! ♗xf3 12.♗xd8
                                                     and White won.

  


  
    Excercise 7
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 7
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    Mihail Tal - Efim P Geller

    Riga Championship 1958

  

  
    26.♖e7! ♕xd6+
                                                     26...♕xe7 27.♕g4+ White wins 

    26...♖xd6 27.♕h4 ♕xe7 28.♕xh7+ ♔f8 29.♕h8# 

 27.♕xd6 ♖xd6 28.♖xe1
                                                     and White won.

  


  
    Excercise 8

  

  
    [image:  ]
    White to move

  


  
    Solution 8
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    Mihail Tal - Lajos Portisch

    Bled Candidates 1965

  

  
    27.♖xf6!
  


  Hopefully you have enjoyed the magnificent tactics of former chess World Champion Mikhail Tal.


  
Please let other chess players know about this collection of exercises and rate the book. 

  
You can develop your chess with our other books as well. New In Chess has published dozens of chess books on opening theory, middlegame strategy and endgame practice. Please visit our website www.newinchess.com to find out which titles might best suit your style.

  
New In Chess magazine is read by club players in 116 countries. The magazine is published 8 times a year and has regular contributions from all the world's best players like Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Levon Aronian, Vishy Anand, Hikaru Nakamura,Veselin Topalov,Fabiano Caruana, Alexander Grischuk, Hou Yifan and Judit Polgar. 
The Dutch super GM”s Anish Giri and Jan Timman are contributing editor and senior editor respectively.
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