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Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.
In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.




A Muslim is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention of Allah, the Prophet, other Prophets, the angels, the companions of the Prophet, and righteous Muslims. Please say these phrases whenever you come across them in the book.
Allah: Say “Subhaanahuu wa ta’aalaa” which means ‘Glorified and Exalted is He.’
Prophet Muhammad: Say, “Sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam” which means, ‘May the peace and blessing of Allah be on him.’ Say this phrase always when you hear the beloved name of the Prophet or at any place where the Prophet is mentioned.
Other Prophets or an Angel: Say, “Alayhis Salaam” which means, ‘Peace be on him.’
A male companion of the Prophet: Say, “Radiyallaahu ‘anhum” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with him.’
A past scholar or righteous Muslim: Say, “Rahimahullaah” which means, ‘May Allah have Mercy on him.’
A female companion: Say “Radiyallaahu ‘anhaa” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with her.’




Chapter One: Introduction

“Why do we learn the stories of the Prophets?”
“Prophets are the best human beings. It’s our nature to follow someone. Our role models are the Prophets. Allah says in the Quran, in Chapter 12, Verse 111, ‘Indeed in their stories, there are lessons for men of understanding’. So, from their stories, we learn many lessons.”
“What lessons?”
“Lessons to improve our conduct and beautify our character. We follow their footsteps to succeed in this life and the Hereafter.”
“Why do we need Prophets and Messengers?”
“To know Allah and what He wants us to do. The Prophets establish proof for or against mankind. Allah does not punish until He sends a messenger to guide them. They call humanity to worship Allah alone, with no partners.”
“What are the sources of knowledge we refer to know the lives of the Prophets?”
“Allah gave the knowledge of Prophets to Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam. Prophet Muhammad grew up in the middle of the desert and did not know how to read and write. Allah revealed their stories to him. Only by revelation, he came to know their difficulties and trials. We learn their lives only from authentic sources - the Quran, the authentic narrations of the Prophet (Hadith), and the reports of the companions (athar).”
“What does the Quran tell us about them?”
“The Quran is the greatest source of their lives. It has narrations of their lives in several chapters (Surahs). It lacks many details such as geographical and historical data. These are not the focus of the Quran. The Quran is concerned about the morals and lessons we learn from their lives.”
“What is the relevance of Hadith in knowing their lives?”
“The hadith describe many details of their lives. They inform us of the lessons to learn from them.”
“What is the contribution of the statements of the companions in knowing their lives?”
“The companions have explained the verses of the Quran mentioning the lives of the Prophets. We accept their explanations since they relate to the matters of the unseen. No one but the Prophet could have taught them the lives of the Prophets.”
“What is our position about Judeo-Christian sources?”
“If they correspond to the Quran and Sunnah then we accept them. If they contradict the Quran and Sunnah, we reject them. If their stories are not mentioned in the Quran or Sunnah then we neither accept or reject them.”
“Is not the study of the life of Prophet Muhammad sufficient?”
“Allah has informed us of numerous incidents from the lives of the previous nations and their Prophets. These incidents are mentioned repeatedly in the Quran. We learn from the previous nations and their Prophets. Knowing their lives helps us understand the Quran. We start loving the Prophets when we know their struggles. The knowledge of how they invited others to Islam helps us do Dawah (inviting others to Islam). Their life and struggles inspire us, raise our hopes, and lift our spirits. By knowing their lives we can defend them.”
“What is the difference between Rusul and Anbiyaa?”
“Allah sent Rusul (Messengers) and Anbiyaa (Prophets) to guide mankind. A Rasool (Messenger) came with a new sacred book from Allah and is of a higher status. Nabi is a ‘Prophet’ who reminds and follows the sacred book given to a Rasool before him. Musa (Moses) was a Rasool sent to the Children of Israel and given a new book. His brother Haroon was a Nabi who followed the teachings of Musa. Every Rasool is a Nabi, but a Nabi may not be a Rasool. There were more than 124,000 Nabi’s (Anbiyaa) and out of them there were 300 Rasool’s (Rusul). In the Quran 25 Prophets are mentioned. The Quran says that there was no Ummah (nation) that passed except a Prophet was sent (to that nation).”
“What is common between Prophets and Messengers?”
“They are human beings and are men. They are free men and not slaves. It does not suit the status of a Prophet or a Messenger to be a slave since people would then not listen to him. Both get revelation from Allah. Allah may reveal to them directly or send an angel.”
“Why were the stories of the earlier Prophets revealed to Prophet Muhammad?”
“Allah says, ‘We reveal these stories to you (O Muhammad) to strengthen your heart.’ Prophet Muhammad is the greatest Prophet. He went through more hardships than any other Prophet. In the early period of Islam in Makkah, he faced a lot of hardships and obstacles from his people. This was very tough on him. He never had any enemies and now he had many hating him and some wanting to kill him. So, Allah revealed to the Prophet stories of other Prophets such as Musa and the hardships they faced. He came to know that he was not the only one that went through this. When a person knows that he is not the only one then he feels comfortable.”




Chapter Two: Prophet Adam

“Who was the first human being?”
“He was Adam, the first human being and Prophet. He is the father of mankind.”
“Was there any other creation before Adam?”
“Yes. Allah created the Pen and ordered it to write everything that will take place until the Day of Judgment. The pen wrote everything on al-Lawh al-Mahfooz (the Preserved Tablet). This happened fifty thousand years (not like our years) before the creation of the heavens and the earth. A day in the measurement of Allah is not a 24 hour day and is different. Regarding these aspects of creation Allah (SWT) knows best, and we know very little.”
“What did Allah create after this?”
“Allah (SWT) then created the angels. Angels are servants of Allah and follow His commands. They worship Him without any pause and do not get tired. They can’t choose and don't have desires.”
“In how many days did Allah create the heavens and the earth?”
“Allah created the heavens and the earth in six days, and these six days are according to Allah’s measurement and not like our days.”
“We know that when Allah wants something, he just says it and it becomes. So, why did Allah choose to create it in six days?”
“According to scholars, this is perhaps to teach us deliberation in our affairs. Allah manifested his power to the angels step by step. He has an appointed course and time for everything. The creation was accomplished in steps so
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