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School started out like any other day. The students were sitting in their homeroom waiting for the announcements of the day. Among the students sat four best friends who loved to solve mysteries that occurred at the school. This has taken them on some interesting adventures during the school day.

In the small town of Tibbett, Ohio, there stood an ordinary school called United Middle School, with rolling hills and lush, growing plants surrounding it. The school was used for students during the day, but at night and on the weekends it housed community activities. The building was the color of fire-red, with tall glass windows and rows lined with lockers.

A typical day at United Middle School started with a loud bell telling students to go to their homerooms. Laughter and talking happened as students made their way to their classes. Friends were glad to be together, and teachers were sharing what was happening in their classes that day.

The four friends looked forward to each day. Each day brought another adventure for them to jump into. Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max lived right down the street from the school. In fact, their parents were neighbors. The four students were best friends and formed a close-knit group that loved to solve mysteries that happened around the school during the day and play together in the evening before it was time to go to bed. Because of their love of problem-solving, they earned the reputation as the school’s very own mystery solvers, known as the Young Investigators.

[image: ]
––––––––
[image: ]


JAKE IS A NATURAL LEADER of the group. He has a keen sense of justice and the ability to listen and collaborate with others. He is the glue that holds the group together. Jake is tall for his age, with a big mop of brown hair on top of his head, and he smiles a lot. He’s always the first to jump into action whenever he sees something out of place. But his leadership was never about being in charge; instead, he liked to have input from every member of his group, and his friends were very helpful in that respect. His friends knew they were better together than if they struck out on their own.

Emily is a very cautious and analytical person. She was always right by Jake’s side, helping him solve every single case. She has a knack for noticing details that others miss. Her cautious nature stems from a desire to be precise in all she does, and she is very thorough in her investigations. Emily’s dark eyes seem to see right through situations that others overlook. She can look at a puzzle and solve it right away, and she is also able to dissect information. Despite her tendency to be methodical, she embraces the group’s adventures, although it causes her to step out of her comfort zone again and again.

Amy is an imaginative dreamer and the very heart of the group. She sees the world through a lens of wonder, often envisioning things that aren’t there and making the most mundane things come alive. Amy’s vivid imagination and creativity often lead to solutions in their mysteries. She has auburn hair, always adorned with a colorful clip or ribbon that bounces as she walks through the halls, letting everyone know she’s there. She can lost in her thoughts as she goes about her day. Amy’s curiosity is boundless; she believes there is a mystery around every corner of the school, just waiting for her and her gang to solve.

Max is skeptical in the group. He’s practical and grounded, often questioning everything someone presents as a mystery. Max balances the team’s dynamics with his quiet strength, sturdy build, and calm demeanor. Although he’s skeptical at first, Max learns to trust the bond with his friends, relying on their support and guidance when they don’t know what’s happening around them
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MIA TORRES—THE FEARLESS one. Always up for a challenge, she thrives on excitement and probably would chase an actual burglar just to see where they’re going. Is creative and comes up with unusual ideas.

Chip Bennett—the wildcard 2.0. Chip loves chaos, solving puzzles, and eating snacks mid-investigation. If there’s a mystery, he’s in it for the fun, not necessarily for the logic.
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The Case of the Vanishing Lost and Found
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CHAPTER 1 CLOSET CATASTROPHE

It started with a missing hoodie, although no one would agree on that at first because half the gym hallway was already complaining about other things that had vanished.

Kennedy stood in front of the Lost and Found closet with the door pulled wide open, staring into the shelves. “It was here yesterday, Purple with big letters. ‘World’s Okayest Soccer Player.’ That hoodie is important.”

Jake leaned against the nearby wall, watching more students drift closer, all of them peering into the closet with growing confusion. “It’s not just yours,” someone said from behind Kennedy, and Travis stepped forward to look inside. “My earbuds were right on top last week, and now there’s nothing there.”

Amy crouched down in front of the shelves and frowned, her hands folded in front of her knees as she scanned the empty space. “This feels wrong, This place is always a mess.”

Emily stepped closer with her notebook already open, scanning the closet and the growing crowd. “Lost and Found doesn’t empty itself." “Things disappear one at a time, not all at once.”

Max stood a few steps back, tapping at his tablet with a focused look. “We logged forty-seven items on Friday, There are seven left, and none of them match what people are missing.”

Jake turned toward him. “You logged Lost and Found?”

Max shrugged. “I had the time.”

Amy tilted her head and looked back into the closet. “So someone took everything.”

. “No ghosts.” Emily answered without looking up.

Amy frowned at her. “You always say that like you’ve checked.”

Jake stepped forward and raised his voice just enough to cut through the noise. “There wasn’t a donation drive, and nobody announced anything, so whatever happened didn’t come from the office.”

The intercom crackled, and the hallway went quiet.

“Would Jake, Emily, Max, Amyl, Mia, and Chip please report to the main office.”

Jake smiled despite himself. “Guess we’re officially involved.”

Amy grinned and nudged Emily, who was already writing across the top of her page.

CASE: THE VANISHING LOST AND FOUND

Mia and Chip came running down the hallway, nearly colliding with a locker as they skidded to a stop in front of the group.

“We heard the call,” Mia said, adjusting the detective hat on her head.

Chip struck a pose. “Closet Crimes Unit reporting.”

Jake looked at both of them and then gestured down the hall. “Let’s walk like normal people.”

CHAPTER 2 GONE IN A FLASH DRIVE

The computer lab hummed softly while Max leaned toward the screen, his fingers moving faster than usual as he clicked through folders with growing frustration.

“I synced the tracker to the server,” he said, glancing back at Emily. “It should all be here.”

Jake leaned on the edge of the desk. “And it’s not.”

“It’s gone,” Max replied, scrolling again as if the files might reappear. “It was deleted.”

“That doesn’t just happen.” Emily said leaning closer to the screen. 

Amy peered over Jake’s shoulder. “Unless it’s haunted.”

“No,” Max said, shaking his head. “Someone did this on purpose.”

Chip rolled past them in a chair while humming dramatically, and Mia followed close behind.

Jake pointed at them. “You two need to focus.” They stopped.

Max reached into his backpack and pulled out a flash drive, holding it up as proof. “I backed everything up.”

The loading bar froze before it reached halfway.

“That timing feels personal.” Emily stared at the screen.

Max swallowed. “This worked yesterday.”

Jake watched his face. “So someone didn’t just take things. They erased the records.”

“Who knows how to do that?" Emily closed her notebook.

“Me, a few kids in the tech club,”  Max hesitated, “and Trevor Kim.”

Amy’s eyes widened. “Do you mean Vending Machine Trevor?”

Jake straightened. “We need to split up.”

Emily and Max stayed at the computers while Jake and Amy headed into the hall, leaving Mia and Chip behind with instructions that sounded more hopeful than confident.

CHAPTER 3 SOCK AND DAGGER

By third period, everyone had an opinion of what happened, and the group chat had already named the whole thing Closet Gate.

Jake and Amy walked down the eighth-grade hallway with a printed list, stopping near an open locker where Mason Price stood pulling books from the bottom shelf.

“Hey,” Jake said casually. “Heard you had some stuff go missing.”

Mason nodded while straightening up, two hoodies layered on his shoulders and several watches stacked on his wrist. “Yeah. All of it.”

Amy eyed his arm. “That’s a lot of watches.”

“Oh,” Mason said quickly. “Some are mine.”

Jake raised an eyebrow. “The rest?”

“I borrowed them,” Mason said. “The rest I found.”

Amy leaned closer. “From the Lost and Found?”

Mason shook his head. “Never go in there because it smells weird.”

Jake watched his face carefully. “You didn’t notice it was empty?”

Mason paused. “Empty?” Amy wrote that down.

As they walked away, she whispered, “He's got a lot going on.”

Jake nodded. “But not our guy.”

CHAPTER 4 TRAIL OF THE HOODIE

Amy slowed when she passed the trash can behind the library, her eyes catching on a flash of purple that didn’t belong with the rest of the garbage.

She leaned closer, ignoring the look a sixth grader gave her, and reached in carefully.

When she pulled the hoodie out, she stared at it for a long second.

“It’s clean,” she muttered, turning it over. “Why would anyone throw this away?”

The lettering stared back at her. WORLD'S OKAYEST SOCCER PLAYER

Amy slid it into a bag from her backpack and typed fast on her phone as she walked.

Ten minutes later, she placed the bag on the library table while the others gathered around.

“This was folded,” she said, tapping the plastic. “Someone meant for it to be found.”

Jake frowned. “Or meant to get rid of it fast.”

Emily added it to her notes without comment.

CHAPTER 5 MISPLACED INTENTIONS

Max spotted the flyer while passing the nurse’s office and stopped long enough to take a photo before sending it to the group.

They stood by the empty table after school, reading the sign taped to the top.

IF You Need Clothes Come To The Lost And Found!

Folding the flyer, Emily said, “This isn’t approved.”

“But it explains the clothes.” Amy paced in front of the doors

Jake nodded. “But not the deleted files.”

Max pulled up a photo from the yearbook club. “Who is this?”

Emily leaned in. “That’s Tasha.”

CHAPTER 6 CONFESSIONS AND MISDIRECTIONS

The library corner felt familiar now as Jake wrote on the board while Emily laid out notes and Max pulled up images.

“We have clothes taken for good reasons,” Jake said. “And records erased for bad ones.”

Amy tapped the hoodie bag. “It sounds like there are two people.”

Emily nodded. “Same goal. Different choices.”

“Someone didn’t want names.” Max pointed at the login data.

Jake capped the marker. “Let’s talk to Tasha.”

CHAPTER 7

HOODIE HANDOFF

They found Tasha shelving books, and she didn’t argue when Emily showed her the flyer.

“I thought it was fine,” Tasha said quietly. “Nobody claims that stuff.”

Amy watched her. “So you cleaned it.”

“I did,” Tasha replied. “I panicked when people asked questions.”

Jake asked about the tech files, and Tasha shook her head without hesitation.

“I don’t know how to do
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