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This short yet powerful hymn of goddess Saraswati is consists of twelve names of goddess saraswati that explains various aspects of the goddess. 
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सरस्वतीद्वादशनामस्तोत्रम् 
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सरस्वतीमहं वन्दे वीणापुस्तकधारिणीम् ।

हंसवाहसमायुक्तां विद्यादानकरीं मम ॥ १॥

प्रथमं भारती नाम द्वितीयं च सरस्वती ।

तृतीयं शारदा देवी चतुर्थं हंसवाहिनी ॥ २॥

पञ्चमं जगतिख्याता षष्ठं वाणीश्वरी तथा ।

कौमारी सप्तमं प्रोक्ता अष्टमं ब्रह्मचारिणी ॥ ३॥

नवमं बुद्धिदात्री च दशमं वरदायिनी ।

एकादशं क्षुद्रघण्टा द्वादशं भुवनेश्वरी ॥ ४॥

ब्राह्मी द्वादशनामानि त्रिसन्ध्यं यः पठेन्नरः ।

सर्वसिद्धिकरी तस्य प्रसन्ना परमेश्वरी ।

सा मे वसतु जिह्वाग्रे ब्रह्मरूपा सरस्वती ॥ ५॥

इति सरस्वतीद्वादशनामस्तोत्रं सम्पूर्णम् ।
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sarasvatīdvādaśanāmastotram 
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sarasvatīmahaṃ vande vīṇāpustakadhāriṇīm .

haṃsavāhasamāyuktāṃ vidyādānakarīṃ mama .. 1..

prathamaṃ bhāratī nāma dvitīyaṃ ca sarasvatī .

tṛtīyaṃ śāradā devī caturthaṃ haṃsavāhinī .. 2..

pañcamaṃ jagatikhyātā ṣaṣṭhaṃ vāṇīśvarī tathā .

kaumārī saptamaṃ proktā aṣṭamaṃ brahmacāriṇī .. 3..

navamaṃ buddhidātrī ca daśamaṃ varadāyinī .

ekādaśaṃ kṣudraghaṇṭā dvādaśaṃ bhuvaneśvarī .. 4..

brāhmī dvādaśanāmāni trisandhyaṃ yaḥ paṭhennaraḥ .

sarvasiddhikarī tasya prasannā parameśvarī .

sā me vasatu jihvāgre brahmarūpā sarasvatī .. 5..

iti sarasvatīdvādaśanāmastotraṃ sampūrṇam .
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सरस्वतीद्वादशनामावलिः 
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ॐ ऐं भारत्यै नमः ।

ॐ सरस्वत्यै नमः ।

ॐ शारदायै नमः ।

ॐ हंसवाहिन्यै नमः ।

ॐ जगतिख्यातायै नमः ।

ॐ वाणीश्वर्यै नमः ।

ॐ कौमार्यै नमः ।

ॐ ब्रह्मचारिण्यै नमः ।

ॐ बुद्धिदात्र्यै नमः ।

ॐ वरदायिन्यै नमः ।

ॐ क्षुद्रघण्टायै नमः ।

ॐ भुवनेश्वर्यै नमः । 

इति सरस्वतीद्वादशनामावलिः समाप्ता ।
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sarasvatīdvādaśanāmāvaliḥ 
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oṃ aiṃ bhāratyai namaḥ .

oṃ sarasvatyai namaḥ .

oṃ śāradāyai namaḥ .

oṃ haṃsavāhinyai namaḥ .

oṃ jagatikhyātāyai namaḥ .

oṃ vāṇīśvaryai namaḥ .

oṃ kaumāryai namaḥ .

oṃ brahmacāriṇyai namaḥ .

oṃ buddhidātryai namaḥ .

oṃ varadāyinyai namaḥ .

oṃ kṣudraghaṇṭāyai namaḥ .

oṃ bhuvaneśvaryai namaḥ . 
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Listen to this Stotra
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Dhyanam
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सरस्वतीमहं वन्दे वीणापुस्तकधारिणीम् ।

हंसवाहसमायुक्तां विद्यादानकरीं मम ॥ १॥

sarasvatīmahaṃ vande vīṇāpustakadhāriṇīm .

haṃsavāhasamāyuktāṃ vidyādānakarīṃ mama .. 1..

sarasvatīm – to goddess saraswati

ahaṃ - I

vande – I offer obeisances

vīṇāpustakadhāriṇīm – one who is holding a ram(veena – a string musical instrument) and book

Book is the symbol of wisdom and knowledge.

The book she holds is the essence of all knowledge, arts, sciences and scriptures.

haṃsavāhasamāyuktāṃ - she who has swan as her carriage. 

vidyādānakarīṃ -  she who grants the gifts of knowledge and wisdom. 

Mama – my

I offer obeisances to goddess saraswati who grants the gifts of knowledge and wisdom, who is holding a ram (veena – a string musical instrument) and a book, who is having a swan as her carriage.
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oṃ bhāratyai namaḥ 
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ॐ भारत्यै नमः ।

Speech, voice, word, eloquence, literary composition, dramatic art or recitation.

Bhā – light, shine, be brightness or luminosity

Ratī - pleasure, enjoyment, delight in, fondness for, passion

She who finds pleasure in brightness. Brightness in this context refers to wisdom. She who finds delight in wisdom.
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oṃ sarasvatyai namaḥ .
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ॐ सरस्वत्यै नमः ।

सरस्वती ज्ञानाभिमानिनी देवता 

sarasvatī jñānābhimāninī devatā

She who is the deity of wisdom (jñāna)

ज्ञानमुद्रारूपा 

Jñānamudrārūpā

She who is the gesture of jñānā (explained more in the name Jñānamudrā)

विषयानवच्छिन्नज्ञानरूपा 

viṣayānavacchinnajñānarūpā

She is in the form of the wisdom which is not interrupted by or bound to an object of sense. (i.e.) she is the purest wisdom which is not related to sensory intellect of understanding an object of sense. 

द्विवर्षातु सरस्वती इति धौम्यवचनं 

dvivarṣātu sarasvatī iti dhaumyavacanaṃ

Female child of two years age is worshipped by the name sarasvatī

या वसेत् प्राणिजिह्वासु सदा वगुपवर्तनात् 

सरस्वतीति नाम्नेयं समाख्याता महर्षिभिः 


-  भरद्वाज स्मृतौ 



yā vaset prāṇijihvāsu sadā vagupavartanāt 

sarasvatīti nāmneyaṃ samākhyātā maharṣibhiḥ 

- bharadvāja smṛtau

She who always resides in the tongue of the beings and bestows upon us the ability of speech hence she is praised as sarasvatī by the great seers.

सरणात् सर्वदृष्टीनां कथितैषा सरस्वती 


-  वासिष्ठरामायणे



saraṇāt sarvadṛṣṭīnāṃ kathitaiṣā sarasvatī 

- vāsiṣṭharāmāyaṇe

ननु नायं दिग्मोहादितुल्यो मोहः 

विरुद्धधर्मसमावेशादियुक्तिसहस्रैर्भेदस्यानूमीयमानत्वादित्यत

nanu nāyaṃ digmohāditulyo mohaḥ 

viruddhadharmasamāveśādiyuktisahasrairbhedasyānūmīyamānatvādityata

She who deludes the eyes of the beings is sarasvati. Here the delusion is not like the confusion in knowing which direction we are standing in and towards where we are going. This is the confusion in understanding the true meaning of a science or sacred scripture. 

Also she makes us wonder when we study the scriptures hence she is sarasvati.

सरः प्रसरणं विद्यते यस्याः इति सरस्वती 

saraḥ prasaraṇaṃ vidyate yasyāḥ iti sarasvatī 

prasaraṇaṃ means prevailing, spreading. She who spreads in the form of words and speech etc. Word always travels from one person to another. She is the embodiment of word and hence she is called sarasvatī.

She who is the ‘Aim’ beeja.  
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