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      Vocabulary Notes

      This book is for intermediate-level readers. Much of the vocabulary is at the B1 and B2 levels.

      You can learn these words before you read, or you can check this section again while you read. You can also use a dictionary while you read, or guess what words mean by thinking about the rest of the sentence. However, we recommend reading through the example sentences and notes below before beginning the book, no matter what vocabulary strategy you use.

      Winter Sports Vocabulary

      Skiing is one of the most popular winter sports.  Skiers hold poles, which look like longs sticks, which they use for balance and support. They wear goggles to protect their eyes from the air, snow, wind, and light. Goggles can also help protect a skier’s eyes from injury.
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        Clockwise from the upper left: skis, ski poles, a snowboard. ski gloves, goggles

      

      To go down a hill on skis, there needs to be a slope; the ground should not be flat. Some English speakers use the French word piste for a ski slope.

      In Europe, where this story takes place, ski slopes are color-coded to show their difficulty. A green slope is for complete beginners, who are just learning how to ski; a blue slope is for beginner or low intermediate skiers; a red slope is for upper intermediate skiers; and a black slope is for advanced or expert skiers.

      Skiers ride to the top of the mountain with their skis on a chairlift, a series of chairs hung on a moving cable or wire. The chairlift carries people to the top of the mountain so they can ski down.
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        A skier on a chairlift

      

      People can also walk on skis on level ground. This sport is cross-country skiing.

      A snowboard is like a big, wide ski. People wear special boots to ride snowboards. Some people snowboard down slopes, while others prefer skiing down slopes.

      One winter sport is called target shooting.  People who participate in this sport carry a rifle with them. They ski and stop along the way to shoot at a target.

      Reading Notes

      This story mostly takes place in Slovakia, a small country in central Europe. Until 1993, it was part of Czechoslovakia, but now it is an independent country and is part of the European Union. Around 5.5 million people live in Slovakia. The country has no coastline but is popular with tourists who come to enjoy great hiking in summer and great skiing in winter.

      There are many mountains in Slovakia. The biggest ones are the High Tatras, with the highest mountain being Gerlachovský Peak at a height of 2665 metres. There are many animals that live in the Tatra Mountains: lynx, wolves, and, as you will find out in this story, bears.
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        The Tatra Mountains in winter

      

      The capital of Slovakia is Bratislava. Its beautiful castle and boat tours on the Danube River are popular.
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        The castle above the city of Bratislava
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        A view of Bratislava and the Danube River

      

      

      Can you find Slovakia on this map of Central Europe?
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      Discussion Questions

      
        	Have you ever moved to another country, or do you know someone who has? Was it a positive experience? Why or why not?

        	If someone from another country comes to your country, do you try to help them, or do you let them find their own way forward?

        	Look up some photos of Slovakia on your favourite search engine. What do you see? Do they make you want to visit? Why or why not?

        	This book is called Bear Hunt. Do you think it is going to be about people hunting bears, or bears hunting people? Make a note of your guess.
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      Brad Forest lay in the long grass on the side of the hill. From here he had a perfect view. His video camera was filming silently next to him. But at the moment, there was nothing to film. There were no Russians, Americans, or Germans with guns. There were no bears. There was just a small path running across a grassy area next to a forest. Then Brad heard a low whistle. It was Petra. The low whistle meant that something was happening. Brad checked that his video camera was filming and lay down to look through his binoculars. What was he doing here? Wasn’t it incredibly dangerous? Men with guns. Bears. This was not a very intelligent idea. In fact, only someone crazy would do something like this. Someone like Brad. But how exactly did he get here? It’s an interesting story.
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      “Slovakia?” said Brad. “I thought we were going to Canada.”

      “They need someone with my technical skills in Slovakia,” said Brad’s mum. “We can go to Canada another time.”

      The Forest family were having dinner. They lived in a small flat in Bristol, about two hundred kilometres west of London. But they spent most of their time travelling the world, living wherever Mrs Forest was needed.

      “Don’t worry, Bradley,” said his dad. “I’m sure that Slovakia will be fun.”

      Brad was not so sure that Slovakia would be fun. Okay, so he wasn’t exactly sure where Slovakia was, but he was pretty sure that they didn’t speak English there. He would have to learn another new language. That was one of the ‘joys’ of having a mum who was a computer expert. She earned a lot of money, but they never had time to spend it. And what about Brad? They would put him in an international school where he could continue with his high school studies – mostly in English – but he would still have to learn some of the language where he was living. Now, where was Slovakia? Wasn’t it part of Yugoslavia?

      Apparently not. Brad typed Slovakia into his favourite search engine and found out that Slovakia was one of the newest countries in the world. It had been part of Czechoslovakia until 1993, when it divided into two countries, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Slovakia was part of the European Union and used the euro as money. Brad read on. Slovaks were big fans of ice hockey and football. Brad was a big football fan, but he had never heard of any of the Slovak players.

      Next he checked for images of the country. The capital was a placed called Bratislava. There was a castle there – and, as far as he could see, not much else, at least not much that impressed sixteen-year-old Brad Forest. The Tatras were some big mountains – so at least he could improve his skiing. What about Slovak girls? Brad typed ‘Slovak girls’ into his search engine and was pleasantly surprised. Perhaps Slovakia wouldn’t be so bad after all.
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      A week later, Brad had his first day at his new international school, his seventh school in four years. His classmates, as usual, were the sons and daughters of diplomats, business people, and some local politicians. Brad was a bright boy, and he had no problems with his classes. What he did have problems with was making friends. He was a bit shy, which didn’t help. But because he moved to a different country every few months, it was always difficult to make friends. He had a few friends that he chatted with online – some from Bristol and one or two that he had met in his many schools. But he had never had a real girlfriend. Like many sixteen-year-old boys who don’t have girlfriends, he wondered whether he would ever have a girlfriend.

      Thinking of his classmates, there were some good-looking girls. It would take Brad a while to find out who had a boyfriend already and who might actually like him. It was never easy joining a new school because the students there already had friendships with each other. Perhaps, as his parents told him, he should concentrate on his studies and worry about girls later.

      His dad made two cups of tea for them. “So how did it go?” he asked.

      “S’all right,” said Brad.

      “Is that all you have to say? A new country, a new school, a new house to live in, and all I gets is ‘S’all right’?”

      “What do you expect me to say? It’s brilliant? I love it? Bratislava is the coolest place in the world? It’s all right for you. You can just sit there and write your books. You can do that anywhere in the world. It’s not easy for me. I have to get used to a new school, new classmates, a new language…”

      “It’s not easy for either of us, Brad. Your mum supports our family with her job, so we have to support her.  You’ll be fine. You’ll do well at school. You’ll make some new friends. Maybe you’ll even find a girlfriend.”

      “Sure, Dad,” said Brad. But he didn’t believe it.
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