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Introduction


About Component 2: Depth Study

Component 2 involves the study of a significant period of historical change and development (around 20–25 years at AS and 40–50 years at A-level) and an evaluation of primary sources.

Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945

The specification lists the content of this component in two parts, each part being divided into three sections.

PART 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–1933

The establishment and early years of Weimar, 1918–24

The ‘Golden Age’ of the Weimar Republic, 1924–29

The Collapse of Democracy, 1929–33

PART 2: Nazi Germany, 1933–1945 (A-level only)

The Nazi Dictatorship, 1933–39

The Racial State, 1933–41

The Impact of War, 1939–45

Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.

The AS examination

The AS examination that you may be taking includes all the content in Part 1.

You are required to answer:


	●  Section A: one question on two primary sources: which is the more valuable? You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is, and then reach a judgement on which is the more valuable. The question is worth 25 marks.


	●  Section B: one essay question out of two. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting that this is a depth paper, and will require you to analyse whether you agree or disagree with a statement. Almost certainly, you will be doing both and reaching a balanced conclusion. The question is worth 25 marks.




The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you should spend about equal time on each section.

At AS, Component 2 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.

The A-level examination

The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content of Part 1 and Part 2.

You are required to answer:


	●  Section A: one question on three primary sources: how valuable is each source? You are NOT required to reach a conclusion about which might be the most valuable. You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is. This question is worth 30 marks.


	●  Section B: two essay questions out of three. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting the fact that this is a depth paper. The question-styles will vary but they will all require you to analyse factors and reach a conclusion. The focus may be on causation, or consequence, or continuity and change.




The exam lasts for two and a half hours. You should spend about one hour on Section A and about 45 minutes on each of the two essays.

At A-level, Component 2 will be worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of the A-level examination.

In both the AS and A-level examinations you are being tested on the ability to:


	●  use relevant historical information (Sections A and B)


	●  evaluate different historical sources (Section A)


	●  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement (Section B).




How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination.


	●  The book is divided into six sections – one for each section of the A-level specification.


	●  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double page spreads.


	●  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.


	●  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.




Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.


[image: ]
▲ Key historical content
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▲ Exam-focused activities


Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


	●  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol [image: ]


	●  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol [image: ]


	●  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol [image: ]




Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers in the section beginning on page 107. These have the following symbol to indicate this. [image: ]

Each section ends with an exam-style question and sample answers with commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page.

Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.

Section A Primary Sources









	Level

	AS exam

	A-level exam




	1

	Describing source content or stock phrases about value of source; limited understanding of context. (1-5)

	Some comment on value of at least one source but limited response; limited understanding of context. (1-6)




	2

	Some relevant comments on value of one source, or some general comments on both. Some understanding of context. (6-10)

	Some relevant comments on value of one or two sources, or focus only on content or provenance, or consider all three sources in a more general way. Some understanding of context. (7-12)




	3

	Some relevant comments on value of sources, and some explicit reference to focus of question, with some understanding of context. Judgements thinly supported. (11-15)

	Some understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance with some awareness of historical context. An attempt to consider value, but probably some imbalance across the three sources. (13-18)




	4

	Range of relevant well-supported comments on value of sources for issue identified in question. Not all comments will be well-substantiated, and will have limited judgements. (16-20)

	Good understanding of three sources in relation to content and provenance with awareness of historical context to provide a balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question. One or more judgements may be limited in substantiation. (19-24)




	5

	Very good understanding of value of sources in relation to focus of question and contextual knowledge. Thorough evaluation, well-supported conclusion. (21-25)

	Very good understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance and combines this with strong awareness of historical context to present balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question. (25-30)






Section B Essays









	Level

	AS exam

	A-level exam




	1

	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments. (1-5)

	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments. (1-5)


 

	2

	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope. (6-10)

	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope. (6-10)


 

	3

	Some understanding and answer is adequately organised. Information showing understanding of some key features. (11-15)

	Understanding of question and a range of largely accurate information showing awareness of key issues and features, but lacking in precise detail. Some balance established. (11-15)


 

	4

	Understanding shown with range of largely accurate information showing awareness of some of the key issues and features leading to a limited judgement. (16-20)

	Good understanding of question. Well-organised and effectively communicated with range of clear and specific supporting information showing good understanding of key features and issues, with some conceptual awareness. (16-20)


 

	5

	Good understanding. Well-organised and effectively communicated. Range of clear information showing good understanding and some conceptual awareness. Analytical in style, leading to a substantiated judgement. (21-25)

	Very good understanding of full demands of question. Well-organised and effectively delivered, with well-selected precise supporting information. Fully analytical with balanced argument and wellsubstantiated judgement. (21-25)











1  The establishment and early years of Weimar 1918–24


The collapse of Imperial Germany

The impact of war and political crises October–November 1918

By October 1918 Germany was losing the First World War.


	●  Germany’s allies, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire, had surrendered and Austria–Hungary was nearing collapse.


	●  German troops on the Western Front were being pushed back.


	●  Germany was suffering severe economic problems.




Max von Baden 

On 1 October Kaiser Wilhelm II asked Prince Max von Baden, a moderate conservative, to form a government. Max’s government included some Majority Socialists (SPD). On 3 October Max wrote to US President Wilson asking for an armistice. Weeks of negotiation followed.

Constitutional reform

Max’s government introduced reforms that turned Germany into a parliamentary monarchy:


	●  the Kaiser’s powers were curtailed


	●  the chancellor and the government were made accountable to the Reichstag.




The revolutionary situation

The shock of looming defeat radicalised popular attitudes. Many Germans blamed Wilhelm II for Germany’s misfortunes. Once people became aware that President Wilson regarded Wilhelm as an obstacle to peace, pressure for his abdication grew.

On 29 October rumours that Germany’s High Seas Fleet was going to be sent out on a do-or-die mission against the Royal Navy led to mutiny among sailors at Wilhelmshaven and Kiel. Dockworkers and soldiers joined the sailors and set up soviets. These soon spread to other cities.

Germany’s military leaders realised that the Kaiser must go. Abandoned by his generals, Wilhelm fled to the Netherlands on 9 November. Max resigned and a government led by SPD leader Friedrich Ebert took over.

On 11 November Ebert’s government agreed to the Allied armistice terms.


	●  German troops withdrew beyond the Rhine.


	●  Germany surrendered most of its warships and its air force.


	●  The blockade of Germany would continue until a final peace treaty was signed.




The Communist threat: November 1918–January 1919

It seemed that Germany might follow Russia down the path of communist revolution. Socialist-controlled soviets assumed power across Germany.

However, German socialists were bitterly divided.


	●  The SPD upheld democracy and wanted elections for a National Assembly which would draw up a new constitution.


	●  Communists wanted a government based on the soviets, which would smash the institutions of imperial Germany.


	●  Independent Socialists (USPD) demanded radical social and economic change.




In January 1919 Communists (Spartacists) rose in rebellion in Berlin. Regular troops and right-wing ex-soldiers (Freikorps) suppressed the revolt. Spartacist leaders Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg were murdered.

Was there a revolution?

Whether the 1918–19 ‘German Revolution’ amounted to a revolution is debatable. The Kaiser had gone and parliamentary democracy had been introduced. But there had been no social revolution. The civil service, judiciary and army all remained intact and there was no major change in the structure of big business and land ownership.


[image: ] [image: ] Complete the paragraph

Below are a sample AS exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks detail. Complete the paragraph, adding detail in the space provided.

‘Between November 1918 and January 1919 a revolutionary situation existed in Germany but no revolution occurred.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.

There is no doubt that a revolutionary situation seemed to exist in Germany in early November 1918.

 

 

The situation in early November led to the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II on 9 November, an abdication which in many ways amounted to a revolutionary change of government, with the possibility of more revolutionary changes to come.




[image: ] Mind map

Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below to help your understanding of the revolutionary situation in Germany in the years 1918–19.
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The Weimar Constitution

The 1919 elections

Elections for a National Assembly took place in mid-January 1919. Over 80 per cent of the electorate voted. Ebert’s Social Democratic Party (SPD) won 165 seats (38 per cent of the vote). The Centre won 91 seats, the Democrats 75, the Nationalists 44, the Independent Socialist Party (USPD) 22 and the People’s Party 19.

In February the National Assembly met at Weimar. (Given the Spartacist threat, Berlin was considered unsafe.) Ebert was elected president and the Centre and Democrat parties agreed to join a coalition with the SPD. Seventy-five per cent of the electorate had voted for these three parties, all of which were committed to the Weimar Republic and parliamentary democracy.

The constitution

The Assembly drew up a new constitution.


	●  Germany was to be a republic, its sovereignty based on the people.


	●  It remained a federal state, comprising 18 states (or lander) which retained powers over education, police and the churches.


	●  The central government would control direct taxation, foreign affairs, the armed forces and communications.


	●  At national level Germany was to be governed by a president, a Reichstag and a Reichsrat.


	●  Reichstag deputies were to be elected every four years by Germans over the age of 20. A system of proportional representation was introduced.


	●  The chancellor (prime minister) and his ministers had to have the Reichstag’s confidence and had to resign when they lost it.


	●  The Reichstag was to initiate and approve legislation.





	●  The Reichsrat was to be composed of delegates from the German states. The Reichsrat could veto Reichstag legislation: its veto, in turn, could be overridden by a two-thirds vote of the Reichstag.


	●  The president:


	●  was elected by the people for seven years


	●  was commander of the armed forces


	●  convened and dissolved the Reichstag


	●  appointed the chancellor and the Reich government.





	●  A Bill of Rights guaranteed people personal liberty, equality before the law, freedom of movement, expression, conscience and the right of association.




In July 1919 the new constitution was passed by 262 votes to 75. The Nationalists and the USPD opposed it.

The constitution’s strengths


	●  It was thoroughly democratic and guaranteed a wide range of civil liberties.


	●  It built on Germany’s traditional practices.


	●  Although there had been no proportional representation system before 1919, there had been a spate of political parties. German parties were used to forming coalitions.


	●  Proportional representation ensured a variety of interests were represented in the Reichstag.


	●  Presidential powers were limited. Article 48 was intended to ensure that government would continue to function in a temporary crisis.




The constitution’s weaknesses


	●  Proportional representation encouraged the formation of new parties. The fact that there were so many parties ensured no single party was ever likely to win an overall majority. This led to short-lived, weak coalition governments.


	●  It was unclear whether ultimate authority was vested in the Reichstag or the presidency. Article 48 provided the president with the authority to suspend civil rights and to take whatever action was required to restore order by the issue of presidential decrees.





[image: ] [image: ] Spot the mistake

Below are a sample AS exam-style question and an introductory paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on page 7 will help you.

‘The Weimar constitution was too democratic.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.

Following elections a National Assembly met in Weimar to agree to a new constitution. SPD leader Ebert was elected as president. The largest party in the Assembly was the SPD. Lacking an overall majority, Ebert had to co-operate with other parties. The new constitution was finally drawn up in 1919. It created a republic.

 

 

 




[image: ] Simple essay style

Below is a sample A-level exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned the essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.

‘There was little wrong with the Weimar constitution in theory.’ Assess the validity of this view.



The Treaty of Versailles and its impact

The peace settlement

In January 1919 Allied leaders assembled in Paris to make peace with the defeated Central Powers. Most Germans, on the basis of the Fourteen Points, expected to be treated leniently. Moreover, the Kaiser was gone and the country was now democratic. However, the Allied countries, particularly France, were determined to punish Germany and reduce its potential power. Germany was not allowed to participate in the negotiations. The German government protested when it received the terms. But, given that Germany was in no state to fight a new war, the Reichstag had little option but to agree to sign the Treaty of Versailles.


The Fourteen Points

These were put forward by the American president, Woodrow Wilson, in January 1918 as a basis for the peace talks at Versailles. They included the idea of self-determination, which looked to give nations the right to rule themselves, as well as the establishment of a League of Nations which would guarantee freedom and preserve future peace.



The territorial terms


	●  Germany lost Alsace-Lorraine to France, Memel to Lithuania, Eupen and Malmedy to Belgium, and West Prussia, Posen and Upper Silesia to Poland.


	●  Danzig was to be under League of Nations control.


	●  Germany lost North Schleswig to Denmark.


	●  The Rhineland was to be occupied by the Allies for 15 years.


	●  The Saar was placed under League of Nations control, its coalfields controlled by France.


	●  German union with Austria was forbidden.


	●  Germany lost all its colonies.




Overall, Germany lost 13.5 per cent of its territory (mainly to Poland) and some 6 million people – 10 per cent of its population.

The military terms


	●  Germany was to have no tanks, submarines, large battleships or military aircraft.


	●  The German army was limited to 100,000 men.




Reparations and war guilt

Germany had to accept full responsibility for causing the war. This provided a moral base for the Allied demands for Germany to pay reparations.

The League of Nations

The League of Nations, from which Germany was excluded, was set up to try to preserve peace in the future.

Attitudes to Versailles within Germany and abroad

Virtually all Germans regarded the Versailles Treaty as a humiliating diktat – at variance with President Wilson’s Fourteen Points.


	●  Despite the principle of self-determination, large numbers of Germans were now placed under foreign rule.


	●  Germans, convinced they had fought a war of self-defence, did not accept the War Guilt clause and regarded reparations as totally unfair.




The fact that Republican politicians had been forced to accept the treaty meant that from the start the Weimar Republic was associated with defeat and humiliation.

Most Frenchman and many Britons, by contrast, believed the terms of the treaty were far too soft. After a terrible war, for which it was largely to blame, Germany remained potentially Europe’s strongest state.

Arguably Germany was not treated over-harshly.


	●  Most of the German territory lost was justified on the grounds of nationality. More Poles were left under German rule than Germans under Polish rule.


	●  The only outright violation of the principle of self-determination was the Allied refusal to permit the union of Austria and Germany.





The ‘stab in the back’ myth

In November 1919 Field Marshal Hindenburg declared that the ‘shameful’ Versailles Treaty was signed because of the anti-patriotic sentiments of left-wing politicians. The same men were responsible for the ‘stab in the back’ of the army that led to Germany’s defeat in 1918. The war, Hindenburg claimed, had been lost not because of military defeat but as a result of the betrayal of unpatriotic forces – pacifists, socialists and Jewish people – the so-called ‘November criminals’. This distorted interpretation of events, universally accepted by right-wing parties, acted as a powerful stick with which to beat Germany’s new leaders.




[image: ] Simple essay style

Below is a sample A-level exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned the essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.

To what extent did the Treaty of Versailles weaken the Weimar Republic in the period 1919–23?




[image: ] Spectrum of importance

Below are a sample A-level essay exam-style question and a list of general points that could be used to answer the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.

‘By signing the Treaty of Versailles, Republican politicians dealt a huge blow to the credibility of the Weimar Republic.’ How far do you agree with this opinion?


	1  Germany’s situation in 1919


	2  The territorial terms of Versailles


	3  The military terms of Versailles


	4  Reparations and war guilt


	5  The ‘stab in the back’ myth


	6  The creation of the League of Nations


	7  The association of the Republic with defeat and humiliation




Dealt a blow to Weimar’s credibility          Did not deal a blow to Weimar’s credibility
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Weimar’s socio-economic problems, 1919–22

The new Republic faced severe socio-economic difficulties.

The legacy of the war 

The Republic was burdened with a terrible financial legacy. Between 1913 and 1919 Germany’s national debt had risen from 5,000 million marks to 144,000 million marks. Rather than increase taxation, the German government had financed the war through short-term loans and by printing money. Between 1914 and 1919 the value of the mark against the US dollar had fallen from 4.20 marks to 14.00 marks. The situation only grew worse with the coming of peace. Bringing about the control of inflation could only be achieved by increasing taxation and/or cutting government expenditure. Neither option was politically attractive.

The problem of the Versailles settlement


	●  As a result of the First World War, Germany lost most of its merchant shipping and all of its property in Allied territories.


	●  The Allied blockade, which did not end until the signing of the Versailles Treaty, worsened an already dire food supply situation.


	●  By the terms of Versailles, Germany lost nearly 15 per cent of its arable land, 75 per cent of its iron ore and 25 per cent of its coal production.




Not surprisingly German manufacturing output was 30 per cent lower in 1919 than in 1914. Moreover, the country had a large trade deficit.

The problem of reparations

In May 1921 the Allies set reparations at 18 billion gold marks. They demanded a payment of 2 billion gold marks a year and threatened to occupy the Ruhr industrial area unless Germany made a huge back payment.

Despite bitter opposition, a new government led by Joseph Wirth accepted the demands under a policy that became known as fulfilment. By seeking to fulfil the terms, Wirth and his Minister of Reconstruction, Walther Rathenau, sought to demonstrate that the reparation obligations were impossible. They hoped that this would lead to revision of the Allied demands.

The problem of inflation

Weimar governments continued to print more money, ensuring that inflation continued – with a vengeance. Not all historians are convinced that the inflationary policy was a mistake.


	●  By printing money, the Republic was able to maintain economic growth.


	●  The mark’s devaluation against all other currencies meant that German goods were cheap abroad. Consequently, Germany recovered some of its lost markets overseas.


	●  The high demand for German goods meant that there was little unemployment. In 1921 only 1.8 per cent of Germans were unemployed: Britain, by contrast, had an unemployment rate of 17 per cent.


	●  German industrial activity acted as a stimulus for foreign investment.


	●  Any kind of retrenchment policy would have had dire socio-economic and political consequences.




However, Germany’s finances were in a mess.


	●  The so-called ‘good inflation’ up to 1923 simply led to the ‘bad inflation’ of 1923 (see page 18). Essentially, Germany was living on borrowed time.


	●  By December 1922 Germany’s national debt had reached 469,000 million marks.


	●  German efforts to suspend reparation payments in 1922 were rejected by the Allies.





[image: ] [image: ] Complete the paragraph

Below are a sample AS exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks examples. Complete the paragraph, adding examples in the space provided.

‘The economic legacy of the First World War was a greater challenge to the Weimar Republic than the legacy of defeat.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.

In many respects, the economic and financial problems faced by the Weimar Republic in 1919 posed a greater challenge than the fact that Germany had been defeated.

 

 

 

Thus, Germany’s economic and financial problems, some arising from defeat in the First World War, were massive and not easy to deal with politically.




[image: ] [image: ] Eliminate irrelevance

Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly





Weimar’s political problems, 1919–22




	

	

	




The right-wing threat 


The conservative right 


The radical right


The Kapp Putsch





	

	









Continued unrest


	

	

	



Unequal justice



	

	

	



Weak government
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The 1923 crisis 







	

	

	










	

	

	



An economic catastrophe?


Communist action



	

	



The Munich Putsch

















	

	

	

	

	

	









How did the Weimar democracy manage to survive its early problems by 1924?


The weakness of Weimar’s opponents


The failure of the right


	

	

	

	



The failure of the left


	

	

	

	

	



The actions of Ebert


The actions of Stresemann



	

	

	



Other factors



	

	

	








Support for the Weimar Republic
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