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Prologue

[image: ]


Have you ever dreamed of becoming a soccer superstar? Of dazzling crowds with amazing tricks, scoring winning goals, and playing for your country on the biggest stage? That’s exactly what Neymar Jr. did—and his journey from a little boy in Brazil to one of the most famous footballers in the world is nothing short of amazing.

In this book, you’ll discover how Neymar’s love for soccer began, the challenges he faced, and the incredible moments that made him a global legend. From street games to stadiums packed with fans, Neymar’s story is full of determination, talent, and a never-give-up attitude.

Get ready to explore the exciting life of Neymar Jr.—and find out what it takes to follow your dreams, no matter how big they are!
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Chapter 1: A Star Is Born in Brazil
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In a small city called Mogi das Cruzes in Brazil, a baby boy was born on February 5, 1992. His name was Neymar da Silva Santos Júnior, but most people today know him simply as Neymar Jr. From the very beginning, Neymar seemed special. His family didn’t have a lot of money, but they had something more important—a lot of love and big dreams. Neymar’s dad, who had also played soccer when he was younger, noticed that his son had amazing talent with a ball, even before he could read or write.

When Neymar was just a toddler, he would kick anything he could find—balls, empty bottles, even rolled-up socks—around the house. His tiny feet moved quickly, and he had a natural way of controlling the ball like it was part of him. His family noticed how much joy soccer brought him, so they supported him in every way they could. Neymar’s dad became his first coach and biggest fan. He would take Neymar to practice every day, help him train, and give him advice on how to improve his skills.

As Neymar grew older, his skills became even more impressive. He was faster, more creative, and more confident than the other kids his age. At just 6 years old, he started playing for local teams, and people couldn’t believe how good he was. Spectators and coaches would watch in amazement as he dribbled past defenders, made clever passes, and scored goal after goal. He wasn’t just playing soccer—he was putting on a show!

By the time he was a young teenager, Neymar had become one of the most talked-about kids in Brazilian youth soccer. He was small and skinny, but he had magic in his feet. Scouts from professional teams started to hear about him and came to watch him play. One of the biggest teams in Brazil, Santos FC, saw his incredible talent and offered him a place in their youth academy. Neymar and his family were thrilled. It meant a better future, a chance to shine, and maybe even one day play for the national team.

Joining Santos FC was a big step for Neymar. It was the same team that the famous Pelé had played for many years before. People started wondering if Neymar could follow in Pelé’s footsteps and become Brazil’s next great soccer legend. At Santos, Neymar trained hard, listened to his coaches, and kept practicing his amazing moves. He had fun playing the game, but he also worked very seriously because he knew how important it was to chase his dream.

Even though he was still very young, Neymar’s name was starting to spread across Brazil. He was becoming famous in school, in his neighborhood, and all over the country. He had big curly hair, a wide smile, and a joyful style of playing that made people happy just watching him. Fans loved how he could do tricks with the ball—flipping it over defenders’ heads, spinning it with his toes, and scoring with a powerful shot or a delicate chip. He made soccer look easy, like dancing on the field.

Off the field, Neymar was just a regular kid. He liked video games, cartoons, and spending time with his family. He didn’t grow up with lots of money, but he always had strong support from his parents and his little sister. His family believed in him, and that gave him the courage to keep going even when things were tough. Sometimes he would get knocked down during a game, but he always got back up with a grin and kept playing. That attitude made him stand out just as much as his fancy footwork.

As Neymar moved through the youth ranks, people could tell that something big was happening. He wasn’t just good—he was special. Coaches said he had “football intelligence,” meaning he could read the game and make quick, smart decisions. Other kids might panic under pressure, but Neymar stayed calm and often surprised everyone with creative moves that nobody else thought of. Whether he was dribbling through five defenders or setting up a teammate with a perfect pass, Neymar brought excitement and energy every time he touched the ball.

When he was finally old enough to play with the professional team at Santos FC, he made his debut at just 17 years old. Right away, fans saw that this young boy from a small town in Brazil had something magical. He scored amazing goals, won important matches, and helped his team win trophies. Soon, people all around the world were talking about the boy wonder from Brazil.

The dream that had started in a humble home with a little boy kicking a ball around the living room was now becoming real. Neymar had taken the first big steps on a journey that would lead him to play for the biggest clubs in the world and wear the yellow jersey of Brazil’s national team with pride. He wasn’t just a star on the rise—he was already shining brightly. A star had truly been born in Brazil.
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Chapter 2: Kicking Off in Santos
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When Neymar Jr. joined Santos FC, it felt like the beginning of something magical. He was just a teenager, but everyone could already see that he had the potential to become one of Brazil’s greatest players. Santos FC was a famous soccer club in Brazil, known all over the world because of legends like Pelé, who had played there many years earlier. People said that stepping onto the field at Santos was like walking in the footsteps of giants, and Neymar was ready to take that step.

At first, Neymar joined the youth academy of Santos, where he trained with other young players. The coaches quickly noticed that Neymar was different. He didn’t just follow the same drills like everyone else—he added flair, speed, and imagination. He had quick feet, excellent balance, and the bravery to try tricks that others didn’t dare. It was clear he loved the game and played it with his heart. He would practice his dribbling for hours, weaving around cones and pretending they were defenders. He wanted to be the best, and he was willing to put in the work to get there.

Even though he was smaller than many other players, Neymar didn’t let that stop him. He used his quickness and skill to avoid tackles and break through defenses. Every time he got the ball, something exciting was about to happen. He could change directions in an instant, making defenders slip and fall while he danced past them. He trained hard every day, listened to his coaches, and never stopped trying to improve. He watched videos of his favorite players and dreamed of doing what they did on the big stage.

It wasn’t long before the club decided Neymar was ready to play with the professional team. On March 7, 2009, when he was only 17 years old, he played his very first match for Santos FC’s senior squad. He didn’t score that day, but he showed everyone how confident and skilled he was, even against much older and more experienced players. Just a week later, he scored his first goal, and the stadium erupted with cheers. The fans were thrilled—they had just seen the start of a brilliant career.

From that moment on, Neymar became a key player for Santos. He wore the number 11 jersey and started to light up games with his creativity. Whether it was a curling shot from outside the box, a smooth dribble through defenders, or a cheeky backheel pass, Neymar was full of surprises. He didn’t play just to win—he played to entertain. People all over Brazil tuned in to watch his matches. Stadiums filled with fans eager to see what this young star would do next.

In 2010, Neymar helped Santos win the Campeonato Paulista, which is the top championship for teams in São Paulo state. He was named the best player in the tournament and scored 14 goals in 19 matches. That same year, he scored five goals in
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