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      we war with dirty dishes,

      with the unswept floor

      with the way our ambitions

      leave us wanting each other

      

      we war in silent shades,

      voices we will not raise

      

      you know I am a deer

      on the edge of your woods⁠—

      I'll run into a hot freeway

      to escape a deep booming,

      secrets on eruption

      

      you know I will war with myself

      if it means keeping you

      

      you know I will retreat

      to the far spaces,

      & you won't

      look for me there
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      I live in spaces between,

      where hellos fade

      into pillows,

      

      where I wonder

      if I am daydreaming

      our love instead of living it

      

      do we know

      each other anymore?

      night owl, & late night secrets

      

      we pass in mornings,

      kiss goodbye,

      & I am drugged more

      often than not,

      

      surviving my brain

      & the manic anxiety

      that is more lover than you,

      more vicious than you

      

      you are calm waters,

      silent strength

      & hard-headed

      insecurity

      

      we love in spaces

      in between,

      & no one

      can survive that
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      do you hear my tears?

      

      the fast-moving world,

      the addictive chaos

      you cling to⁠—

      

      it's falling away

      everything quiets

      

      the melancholy finally

      not looking in

      from the edge of the world

      

      halted race,

      you don't remember

      my trailing

      

      lone human, yes

      

      & you hear my tears

      but won’t

      shed your own

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PULL ME UNDER

          

        

      

    

    
      the loneliness is gripping

      at times⁠—

      bright walls

      & the sun speaking to me,

      but you're not speaking to me

      

      & that blessing burns

      brilliant when I reach,

      begging for crumbs

      

      but you find white noise

      & the company of

      strangers a stronger pull

      

      I am spare parts,

      the sum of this

      change in my pockets

      

      my accomplishments

      ring hollow to you,

      even as pride

      blooms in my chest

      

      the loneliness is gripping

      at times, & I wonder

      when it will pull me

      under again

    

  


  
    
      
        
        I'm not a (your) princess,

        but I'll be the queen of

        the dramatic scenes you

        play out in your head

        when you hatch escape plans

        knowing you don't have

        it in you to

        ever quit me
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