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    George R. R. Martin is a fantasy and sci-fi writer, best-known for his series A Song of Ice and Fire. He has been praised for his morally complex characters and the adult themes of his fantasy works, which differentiate him from other fantasy writers. He tends to focus on realism over a simple good versus evil plot, creating worlds where politics and magic are equally important. He has also written many short stories and is the editor of the popular multi-author Wild Cards series. Martin is a six-time winner of the Locus Award and has written episodes of hit television shows such as Twilight Zone and Beauty and the Beast.
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    The War of the Five Kings rages on in the land of Westeros. King Joffrey Lannister sits on the throne, having defeated his uncle Stannis in battle. The King in the North, Robb Stark, continues to fight for justice after Joffrey’s murder of his father Ned. While Westeros is at war, Daenerys Targaryen, the exiled daughter of Mad King Aerys and mother to three dragons, is slowly building her strength in the East. Meanwhile beyond the Wall, the immense barrier that protects the country of Westeros from all to the north, Jon Snow and the Night’s Watch struggle to fight the Others, a fantasy race of ice-cold creatures, whose armies of the undead are only growing.


    A Storm of Swords is the third novel in the immensely popular A Song of Ice and Fire series and is the basis for much of the third and fourth series of HBO’s Game of Thrones. The novel was the first in the series to be nominated for a Hugo Award and won the 2001 Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel. It cemented Martin’s brutal reputation, with fans noting his willingness to kill even main characters.

  


  
    

  


  
    

  


  
    SUMMARY


    PROLOGUE


    Chett, a member of the Night’s Watch, is part of an expedition beyond the Wall. Chett is frustrated with the leadership of Jeor Mormont and fears an imminent attack by the wildlings, the free folk who live in the wilderness. Chett organises a revolt against Mormont, but his plans are disrupted by an unexpected attack carried out by the Others, which sends the camp into chaos.


    THE KING IN THE NORTH


    Catelyn Stark, mourning the deaths of her youngest two sons, is imprisoned in her rooms by her eldest son Robb’s men. She released their prisoner Jaime Lannister in the hope that her two daughters, Sansa and Arya, would be freed in exchange, earning the wrath of those who captured him. She learns that Robb has been injured in battle. Upon his return, Robb forgives Catelyn and announces that he has married Jeyne Westerling, a girl who nursed him back to health. Catelyn is concerned, as Robb had agreed to marry the daughter of Walder Frey in exchange for his loyalty.


    Robb and Catelyn learn that Sansa has been forcibly married to Tyrion Lannister. Catelyn is distraught and Robb agrees to abandon the war in the South and go home to retake Winterfell. To do this, he needs the support of Walder Frey. Catelyn’s brother Edmure agrees to marry Frey’s daughter in Robb’s place and Frey appears appeased. On the way to the Freys’ home of the Twins, Robb learns that one of his rivals to the throne, Balon Greyjoy, has died and makes his illegitimate brother Jon his own heir.


    Arriving at the Twins, Catelyn feels uneasy. On the day of the wedding, Catelyn talks with her fellow northerner Roose Bolton, who says that his son has recaptured Winterfell for Robb. However, after the wedding, Robb’s men are attacked by the Freys and Robb himself is murdered by Bolton. Catelyn attempts to protect her son but Frey orders one of his men to slit her throat.


    KING’S LANDING


    Tyrion Lannister is recovering from the battle against Stannis’ army. His sister, Cersei, used the battle as a cover to attempt to assassinate him, and Tyrion remains disfigured. Tyrion learns that his father Tywin, who detests Tyrion due to his dwarfism, has taken over his role as Hand of the King while he has been recuperating and has taken the credit for the victory. Tywin threatens to kill Shae, Tyrion’s prostitute lover, if Tyrion sees her again. However, Tyrion enlists the help of spymaster Varys to continue meeting Shae in private.


    Tyrion’s nephew, Joffrey, is to be married to Margaery Tyrell. Margaery and her grandmother Olenna ask Sansa Stark, Joffrey’s former fiancée, what he is truly like and she confesses that he is an abusive monster. Sansa warms to the Tyrells and is happy when they offer to marry her to Margaery’s older brother to help her escape King’s Landing. Sansa does, however, keep meeting with disgraced knight Ser Dontos, who has promised to reunite her with her family. Tyrion is told by Tywin that he must marry Sansa in order to stop the Tyrells gaining control of the North. Sansa is horrified by her marriage and Tyrion agrees not to touch her, believing that she is too young for him.


    Dornish prince Oberyn Martell arrives in the city to attend Joffrey’s wedding. His sister was married to Prince Rhaegar and was murdered along with her children when the Lannisters took control of the city decades previously. He asks for justice, but Tywin pins the murders on Amory Lorch, who is already deceased. Joffrey learns of Robb’s death and is overjoyed, though Tyrion sympathises with Sansa. Tywin agrees with Tyrion that Joffrey is becoming overconfident and cruel, though Cersei will hear no criticism of her son. Sansa prepares for the wedding, wearing the hairnet that Dontos told her to wear. At the wedding, Joffrey humiliates Tyrion in front of everyone, then is poisoned and dies. Cersei accuses Tyrion.


    Sansa uses the confusion to flee with Dontos, who she learns has been working for Littlefinger, a childhood friend of Catelyn. Littlefinger smuggles Sansa from the city and takes her to her Aunt Lysa, whom Tywin told Littlefinger to marry. Sansa learns that Olenna poisoned Joffrey using her hairnet, so that Margaery could marry Joffrey’s kinder brother Tommen. Lysa is overjoyed with her marriage. Littlefinger, however, reveals to Sansa that he only ever loved Catelyn and attempts to kiss Sansa, who greatly resembles her mother. The crazed Lysa witnesses this and attempts to throw Sansa to her death. Lysa confesses that she murdered her husband on Littlefinger’s orders, then told Catelyn that the Lannisters were to blame, triggering the war. Littlefinger rescues Sansa and murders Lysa.


    Tyrion is put on trial for the murder of Joffrey and struggles to prove his innocence. Even Shae betrays Tyrion, claiming that she overheard him plotting the murder with Sansa and mocking his dwarfism in court. Tyrion considers asking for a trial by combat, but Cersei plans to have the immensely strong Gregor Clegane, nicknamed the Mountain, fight for her. Oberyn believes Tyrion, who reveals to him that only his niece was killed by Amory Lorch and that his sister and nephew were murdered by the Mountain. Oberyn offers to be Tyrion’s champion and fight for him. The fight appears to be going well but Oberyn is unwilling to kill the Mountain before he confesses to the murders. The Mountain manages to trip Oberyn up and brutally kills him. Tyrion is therefore found guilty.


    The night before his execution, Tyrion is freed by his brother Jaime and Varys. Jaime confesses to Tyrion that he broke up Tyrion’s first marriage on Tywin’s orders. Tyrion refuses to forgive Jaime and goes to confront Tywin. He finds Shae in Tywin’s bed and murders her. Tywin rejects him, saying that Tyrion was never a son to him, and Tyrion murders him too, before fleeing the city with Varys.


    STORM’S END


    Losing the battle for King’s Landing has caused Davos Seaworth, Stannis’ loyal follower, to question the judgement of Stannis’ advisor, the red priestess Melisandre, who makes human sacrifices to the Red God. Davos decides that he must kill Melisandre to save Stannis from her influence, but she foresees his plans and has him arrested.


    Melisandre visits Davos in jail and explains the prophecy of the Prince who was Promised to him. She believes Stannis to be this prince, destined to save the world from the Others. Davos is freed and speaks with Stannis, who promotes him to Hand of the King. Davos meets Edric Storm, the bastard son of King Robert. Melisandre wants to sacrifice him to unleash the magic she believes is in the blood of kings. Stannis refuses, so instead Melisandre uses some of Edric’s blood to curse the other kings in Westeros: Joffrey, Robb, and Balon Greyjoy.


    In order to better serve Stannis, Davos tries to learn how to read. He practises with letters that Stannis receives, including one sent by the Night’s Watch to all the potential kings, asking for help against the wildling invasion. Melisandre once again asks to burn Edric, claiming that the deaths of Robb and Balon prove that her magic works. Davos betrays Stannis by smuggling Edric out of the castle to safety. Stannis threatens to execute Davos, who requests that he be allowed to read one letter to Stannis beforehand.


    THE RIVERLANDS


    Jaime Lannister has been released by Catelyn Stark into the custody of Brienne of Tarth, who is taking him to his family in King’s Landing. Jaime clashes with the honourable Brienne, though she earns his respect when she saves them from men sent to recapture them.


    Meanwhile, Arya Stark has fled Harrenhal, controlled by Roose Bolton, with her friends Gendry and Hot Pie and is trying to make her way home. The three are captured by a group of outlaws calling themselves the Brotherhood without Banners, who claim to fight for the common people. They are led by Beric Dondarrion, who was originally tasked with defending the Riverlands by Ned Stark. Hot Pie decides to stay and work at an inn and the group decides to take Arya to Lord Beric. Arya is frustrated that they will not simply return her to her mother, but is impressed when they capture Sandor Clegane, known as the Hound.


    Jaime and Brienne are captured by the Brave Companions. Their leader, Vargo Hoat, cuts off Jaime’s sword hand, leaving him delirious with pain. Hoat takes Jaime and Brienne to Harrenhal. Bolton reveals to them that he wishes to switch allegiances to support the Lannisters and has Jaime’s arm treated. Jaime and Brienne have been growing closer, though she still disapproves of him killing King Aerys despite being sworn to protect him. Jaime tells her the truth about that day: Aerys knew he was losing the war against Robert, so he planned to destroy the entirety of King’s Landing with wildfire. Jaime killed him to save the city. Bolton sends Jaime to King’s Landing but leaves Brienne under Hoat’s control. Jaime, however, goes back to rescue Brienne.


    The Brotherhood puts the Hound on trial for the crimes he has committed in the name of King Joffrey. Arya accuses him of killing her friend Mycah and he recognises her. The Hound fights Beric in a trial by combat and wins, mortally wounding Beric. Arya is furious when the Brotherhood releases the Hound. She then sees the red priest Thoros of Myr resurrect Beric. Beric explains that this has now happened six times and promises to ransom Arya to her mother. Gendry decides to join the Brotherhood, causing Arya to feel abandoned. She decides to run away but is captured by the Hound.


    Arya detests the Hound, but slowly gets to know him. He reveals his hatred of his brother, the Mountain, to her and says that he is going to ransom her to Robb, not the Lannisters as she thought. Arya and the Hound arrive at the Twins just as the wedding is ending. They witness Robb’s men being slaughtered outside the castle and the Hound drags Arya away to safety. She becomes depressed after dreaming of her mother’s body and the Hound is not sure where to take her.


    Jaime arrives in King’s Landing and resumes his duties as Lord Commander of the Kingsguard. His experiences have changed him, and he distances himself from his father Tywin. Tywin attempts to give him a sword made from the sword of Ned Stark, but Jaime can no longer fight due to his injury. He gifts the sword to Brienne and sends her to protect Sansa Stark. He views this as the only way he can keep his promise to return the Stark sisters to the now-deceased Catelyn. Jaime rejects Cersei’s sexual advances and decides to start afresh. He frees Tyrion as he believes him to be innocent and desires to make amends for lying to him.


    Arya and the Hound come across Polliver and the Tickler, some of the Mountain’s men. Arya and the Hound kill them, and Arya reclaims Needle, the sword Polliver stole from her at Harrenhal. The Hound is injured in the fight and slowly succumbs to an infection. He begs Arya to kill him out of mercy and she refuses, abandoning him. She uses a bronze coin given to her by the assassin Jaqen H’ghar to board a ship to Braavos, a free city in the East.


    DRAGONS IN THE EAST


    Daenerys Targaryen sails to the city of Astapor to purchase an army on the advice of Jorah Mormont, who believes a change of plan will test the loyalty of her new adviser Whitebeard. Jorah kisses Dany, leaving her confused. Whitebeard, who comes from Westeros, tells Dany his memories of her father Aerys and her brother Rhaegar. In Astapor, Dany debates buying an army of Unsullied, slaves who are castrated and trained to
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