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“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.”

John 12:24-33, RSV2CE.
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“Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and never doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will be done. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

Matthew 21: 21-22, RSV2CE.

If you are a Christian, you are in a fierce war. You're in a life-and-death battle for your faith. Satan is determined to shipwreck and destroy the faith of all of God’s elect. And the stronger your faith, the greater will be his attack against it. You see, unshakable faith in the Lord causes hell to rage. Nothing poses a greater threat to Satan's kingdom than a Christian who is unmovable in faith. Why? It is by faith and its released power that Satan’s kingdom is subdued. By faith, righteousness is born, and demonic fires are quenched. God’s promises are obtained, and the mouths of lions are shut. By faith, God’s faithful escape the edge of the sword (World Challenge, 2023. Satan is Out to Destroy Your Faith! worldchallege.org)

According to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, ‘when all is said and done, the life of faith is nothing if not an unending struggle of the spirit with every available weapon against the flesh’.

Faith is a feeling that is alive within our hearts and that can have the power to change our reality through the grace of Jesus Christ. And our saviour showed us this fundamental truth through Luke 17:19, when addressing a leper that He healed, he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well” (RSV2CE).

Faith stems from a believing heart in Jesus. Faith is a new life.

It is a feeling within our heart and not a thought inside our mind. 

Faith is not belief, and belief is not faith. One comes from the mind and the other from the heart. The soul is the life of the body, faith is the life of the soul, and Christ is the life of faith. Justification by faith in Christ's righteousness is the golden chain which binds the Christian world in one body. (James Aughey).

And the key link to its benefits is sanctifying grace. Because human grace begets Divine Grace. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, sanctifying grace is a disposition that perfects the soul itself to enable it to live with God and to act by his love. It prepares the soul to possess the divine person. This is indicated when it is said that the Holy Spirit is given according to the gift of grace (Forcat, 2018). We cannot receive the holy spirit if we live in sin.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is received not only by the act of an absolute surrender, but also by a personal faith that appropriates the blessing. Both conditions must go together and, in this order (Saldías Roa, 2019).

Created-human grace precedes uncreated divine grace [The Holy Spirit is given according to the gift of grace that prepares our soul], and uncreated grace is the gift of the Holy Spirit that moves and protects us. (Davalos, 2021. From Darkness to Light with the Holy Spirit, p.15).

Holy obedience to the will of God is manifested through humility, patience, sobriety, kindness, charity, temperance, chastity, compassion, honesty, courage, goodness and self-control.

Unfortunately, in the world we live our everyday lives, everything has been set up by Satan and his human demons for us to sin through their promotion in all our societies and throughout most of our world of multiple vices that are the archenemies’ of our faith in God, ‘that in Christian theology and philosophy is strongly associated with salvation resulting from the grace of God’ (John Michael Rziha, 2009), and that is always opposed to deadly sins such as lust, idolatry, greed, and pride, to mention the most important ones. 

Are these sins rampant in our world? And how are these sins impeding the growth of our faith and our salvation?

Let us analyze these dark obstacles that are alive and well and ruining the souls of many men and women in our world.
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“Man is a moral failure; our only hope is God”. 

Bill Graham, American Evangelist.

Lust in our world is openly promoted in the industries of entertainment, movies, TV, the internet and social media through pornography and gender ideology, to mention two current examples that have devastating effects on our youth.

In his book, Theology of Original Sin and Grace, Luis L. Ladaria (1993), affirmed: “Lust and concupiscence is, for [the apostle] Paul, the manifestation of the force of sin that dominates man and exercises its power over him. The apostle Paul is clear about this struggle in his epistle to the Galatians: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you would” (Galatians 5:16-17, RSV2CE).

The sin of our own or that of others, concluded the author – “reduces the ability to choose what is good, that is, it diminishes our freedom as a possibility of following God's call. But not only has our freedom been affected. Also, our capacity for knowledge, the capacity to grasp the divine, to aspire to the truth, suffers because of sin”(p.43,49,50).

And if lust increases through sinning, we can also say that integrity or freedom proceeds from grace; it is the fruit of the Spirit's presence in us. To the extent that man allows himself to be penetrated by grace, by the Spirit of Christ, he can regain his lost freedom (Davalos, 2021, From Darkness to Light with the Holy Spirit, p.15).

In a word, the darkness [ of this world] is fueled by intemperance. For indeed, as Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches so well in the Summa Theologica, ‘sins of intemperance have a compelling role in darkening the intellect’. We see that intemperance is severe and significant in our times. And this reflection underscores it as a chief cause for the intellectual darkness of our time. Yes, here is the crucial source of our darkness: intemperance, and most specifically the incontinence of lust (Pope, 2015, ncregister.com). And from lust emerge undesirable consequences for the personality, such as immorality, impurity, and licentiousness, that are always present in pedophiles and sexual perverts that manifest and hurt many individuals, groups and societies in any social, political or economic status.

Every man’s sin is his king to whom he yields love and subjection. Men will not endure to have their king-sin crucified. To divide between men and their lusts, to part these two old friends - it is no wonder that it meets with so much opposition (www.monergism.com).
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“Be sure of this, that no immoral or impure man, or one who is covetous (that is, an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God”.

Colossians 3:5, RSV2CE.

As Brennan Manning wrote: “The greatest cause of atheism is Christians who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, then walk out the door and deny him with their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”(Jon Kuhrt, 2014. How Should our Faith Affect the Way We Live? gracetruth.blog)

“Human beings at present are immersed in the dream of idolatry, which consists of considering the things of this world as real in themselves when they are real only relating to our Creator. When we look for, adore, and serve things by themselves instead of seeing in them an image of the Creator, they are then the object of idolatry, of which the atheistic materialism is a modern and refined form that oppresses us daily” (Davalos, 2009, The School of Spiritual Training, p.16).

Idolatry is a strong mental illusion that leads to falling into an obsession with an individual in the social, economic or political arena, with money or with material things that is created in our societies and that flourishes through atheism and a secular world, leading many to sorcery and ignorance. It is a pipe dream that worships anything other than the true God.

And in this context, what is an idol? An idol is anything that displaces God from your heart. If we do not have the divine wisdom of Jesus Christ within our hearts, we are going to be easily deceived by the many idols that the evil one, through our atheistic society, has built to enslave our lives and our futures as sons and daughters of God. Do we have many idols in our current times? We are swimming in a sea of idols that drown us daily! (Davalos, 2023. The Godless Land of the Thousand Idols, p.5)

In his electronic book Idolatry, a Pipe Dream of Our World, Davalos (2024) maintained that “A rampant Immorality in the forms of corruption, wickedness, dissolution, iniquity, and sin has spread throughout our nations as a result of idolatry (p.3). 

And the author inquired: “Let us ask at this point in our reflection: What are the idols of our current world are trying to sell us these days? The entertainment industry, including Hollywood, and the mainstream television and cable services are trying to sell us as would-be idols all kinds of superheroes with superpowers that emanate from many kinds of sources, but spiritual ones. Almost all of these heroes compete with each other and want power and to be the strongest of them all. They are not humble nor compassionate, and violence is their means to attain their goals. Are these good examples for our children? To invite them to identify with these characters?”(Kindle edition, p.6).
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