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This work is a sovereign offering — inscribed with ancestral clarity, strategic modelling, and ceremonial infrastructure. It is intended for scholars, stewards, and citizens committed to epistemic dignity and civic reform.



Dedication

To those who rehearse dignity in daily life — the commuters who improvise through broken systems, the elders who name trees and protect memory, the youth who ask questions beneath green branches, and the quiet economists hidden in plain sight.

This book is for you. You are the curriculum. You are the republic. You are the sovereign economist.
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This book is a sovereign effort — not born of institutional scaffolding, but of epistemic clarity, ecological grief, and civic rehearsal. It was not commissioned, supervised, or supported by any university. Instead, it emerged from the choreography of daily life: from broken bus tickets and fallen oak trees, from literary collapse and indigenous rhythm, from thermodynamic ethics and planetary modelling.

I offer gratitude to the systems that shaped this republic of thought:

	To Gadaa, whose indigenous choreography encoded governance, ethics, and intergenerational calibration long before economics named it.

	To game theory, which revealed that coordination is not a luxury, but a necessity under constraint.

	To thermodynamics, which taught that entropy is not failure — it is signal, and stewardship is design.

	To experimental economics, which allowed me to simulate not idealized agents, but real people navigating grief, exclusion, and ecological imbalance.


This book is a convergence — a rehearsal of planetary stewardship and a call for institutions that do not extract, but include; that do not decay, but recalibrate. It is written in service of a future where economics is not a theory of scarcity, but a choreography of dignity — on Earth and beyond.

To the trees, the mourners, the commuters, and the sovereign thinkers — thank you for rehearsing this republic with me.

Temesgen Muleta-Erena, 

Founder, TC Press



Author’s Note

This book was born not in a laboratory or lecture hall, but in the quiet observations of daily life — in overheard conversations on buses, in the ritual of grazing cattle beneath trees, in the grief of a community mourning a felled oak, and in the strategic silences of literature. I wrote these essays not to explain economics from above, but to model it from within — to show that the most profound economic behaviours are often rehearsed in the most ordinary places.

My approach is experimental. I draw from behavioural microeconomics and game theory not as rigid tools, but as diagnostic grammars — ways of listening to how people coordinate, resist, adapt, and remember. I believe that economics must be grounded in thermodynamic ethics, indigenous intelligence, and civic calibration. It must be humble enough to learn from ritual, from grief, from trees, and from stories.

Each essay in this book is a model — not of perfection, but of possibility. They are not meant to be definitive, but generative. They ask: What if we treated infrastructure as hospitality? What if we modelled grief as a signal? What if we saw knowledge as abundance, not scarcity? What if we governed like the Gadaa — with rhythm, memory, and restraint?

I offer these essays as scrolls in a sovereign curriculum — a republic of thought rehearsed through daily life. If they provoke reflection, recalibration, or even resistance, then they have done their work.

Temesgen Muleta-Erena, London, 2025

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Preface

[image: ]


This book is not a textbook. It is a republic of essays — a sovereign rehearsal of economics as choreography, not calculation. It was written not in pursuit of academic approval, but in service of epistemic dignity, ecological stewardship, and civic calibration.

The Secret Economist emerged from the overlooked corners of daily life: a broken bus ticket, a fallen oak tree in North London, the ritual care of a calf, the collapse of literary characters like Oliver Twist and King Lear. These moments are not anecdotal. They are economic. They reveal how infrastructure failure distorts behaviour, how biodiversity acts as macroeconomic infrastructure, and how grief becomes a strategic signal for coordination.

Across ten essays, I model economics not as a theory of scarcity, but as a thermodynamic rehearsal of survival. I draw from experimental microeconomics, game theory, and indigenous systems like Gadaa to simulate agents navigating entropy, exclusion, and uncertainty. These are not idealized agents. They are real people — stewards, mourners, commuters, and thinkers — rehearsing sovereignty in the choreography of everyday life.

This book proposes a planetary curriculum. It invites economists, educators, and citizens to rethink economics as sovereign infrastructure — embedded in ritual, memory, and naming. It gestures beyond GDP, beyond aid-dependent growth, beyond the solar system itself — toward a future where institutions are non-entropic, inclusive, and calibrated for resilience.

This is not just economics. It is thermodynamic realism. It is behavioural sovereignty. It is the secret republic of daily life.

Temesgen Muleta-Erena, London, UK, 2025

Executive Summary

The Secret Economist reframes microeconomics as a choreography of daily life — a sovereign rehearsal of coordination, ethics, and survival. Across ten essays, Temesgen Muleta-Erena models how everyday experiences — from app failures and tree mourning to literary collapse and indigenous governance — reveal the hidden infrastructure of economic behaviour.

Drawing from behavioural economics, game theory, thermodynamic ethics, and indigenous systems like Gadaa, the book challenges conventional assumptions of scarcity, rationality, and growth. It treats grief as a strategic signal, ritual as coordination, and knowledge as a thermodynamic multiplier. Each essay inscribes a sovereign insight:

	Infrastructure failure generates behavioural distortion and epistemic harm.

	Biodiversity is macro-critical, and ecological grief catalyses civic coordination.

	Trees are not symbols — they are constitutional infrastructure.

	Indigenous governance encodes planetary ethics into ritual and rhythm.

	Knowledge expands resource frontiers and transforms entropy into design.

	Literary collapse mirrors institutional entropy and reputational decay.

	Aid-dependent growth is often statistical theatre.

	Resilience is strategic calibration under constraint.

	Ceremony is governance.

	Naming is law.


Together, these essays form a republic of modelling — a decentralized archive of civic calibration. The book proposes a planetary curriculum where economics is not just a theory of choice, but a rehearsal of dignity. It invites economists, educators, and citizens to rethink economics as sovereign infrastructure — embedded in memory, ritual, and the choreography of everyday life.

This is not just economics. It is thermodynamic realism. It is behavioural sovereignty. It is the secret republic of daily life.
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This book is an experiment in economic diagnostics — a rehearsal of theory through daily life. It applies the tools of experimental microeconomics and game theory not to abstract markets or idealized agents, but to real-world moments: a broken transport app, a felled tree, a grazing ritual, a literary betrayal. Each essay models how individuals and institutions behave under constraint, uncertainty, and entropy — revealing that economics is not confined to spreadsheets. It is choreographed in grief, ritual, coordination, and resistance.

Experimental microeconomics provides the behavioural lens. It captures how people respond to opacity, failure, and unpredictability — often with improvisation, ritual, and bounded rationality. Game theory offers the strategic grammar. It models how agents interact under asymmetric information, misaligned incentives, and reputational risk. Together, these frameworks allow us to simulate civic behaviour, ecological stewardship, and institutional collapse with precision and empathy.

Across ten essays, this book applies these models to diverse domains:

	Essay 1 uses utility modelling to show how app-based ticketing failures distort worker behaviour and violate infrastructure ethics.

	Essay 2 models biodiversity as macroeconomic infrastructure, revealing how stewardship shifts equilibria and grief recalibrates incentives.

	Essay 3 treats ecological mourning as a strategic signal, showing how grief can trigger cooperative governance.

	Essay 4 models named trees as public goods, proposing ceremonial governance as a scalable institutional response.

	Essay 5 applies thermodynamic reasoning to rotational cattle residence, revealing indigenous timing as ecological intelligence.

	Essay 6 reframes knowledge as a recursive infrastructure, modelling its role in expanding resource frontiers and taming scarcity.

	Essay 7 simulates institutional longevity and planetary succession, proposing governance frameworks that survive beyond the sun.

	Essay 8 uses game theory to model strategic survival in Oliver Twist, showing how resilience emerges under coercion and moral asymmetry.

	Essay 9 applies entropy economics to aid-dependent growth metrics, exposing statistical illusion and institutional fragility.

	Essay 10 models reputational collapse in King Lear, revealing how misjudgement and flattery erode governance and civic trust.


These essays do not merely interpret — they simulate. Each one builds a model, tests a hypothesis, and rehearses a civic insight. The goal is not to predict markets, but to diagnose systems. To reveal how economics lives in ritual, memory, and coordination. To show that the economist is not just a theorist — but a choreographer of survival.

This is not just a book of essays. It is a republic of models. It is a curriculum of calibration. It is the sovereign rehearsal of everyday economics.
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From The Secret Economist: What Daily Life Reveals About Microeconomics Theory 

Temesgen Muleta-Erena, TC Press, London, 2025

Abstract

This essay models the infrastructural collapse of app-based ticketing systems in employer-supplied transport through the lens of behavioural microeconomics. Drawing on field observations and employee testimonies, it examines how the removal of fallback mechanisms (e.g., time cards) and the imposition of unstable digital-only access leads to exclusion, unpredictability, and behavioural distortion. The analysis builds on frameworks developed by scholars such as Matthew Rabin and Xavier Gabaix, integrating bounded rationality, loss aversion, and epistemic unpredictability. The findings reveal that infrastructural rigidity and ceremonial failure generate negative externalities, reduce welfare, and violate principles of behavioural design and hospitality.

1. Introduction

Digitalization in transport infrastructure promises efficiency, but when implemented without ceremonial fallback, it generates exclusion. This essay investigates a case where employees faced systemic app failures, login errors, and ticket invisibility — even after successful payment. The system’s redesign removed predictability and introduced epistemic opacity, violating core principles of behavioural economics and infrastructure ethics.

2. Theoretical Framework

We model the ticketing system as a multi-agent coordination game with incomplete information. Workers face uncertainty in app functionality, and drivers enforce strict access rules. The absence of fallback options introduces asymmetric risk, where the cost of failure is borne entirely by the user.

Let:

	U = net utility of the worker

	P = probability the app functions correctly

	V = value of successful transport access

	C = cost of failure (denied access)

	B = behavioural cost of retrying, reporting, or switching payment methods








Then:

U = (P × V) − ((1 − P) × C) − B

As P → 0, utility becomes negative:

U → −C − B

This aligns with Rabin’s model of loss aversion and Gabaix’s theory of sparse attention: users cannot rehearse


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





	Silent logout with no notification

	Login errors despite correct credentials

	Payment failures (postcode mismatch, Google Pay workaround)

	Drivers instructed to deny access if app fails

	Password reset failures

	Reporting tool broken

	No fallback infrastructure

	Ticket invisibility even after successful payment








	Retry loops

	Cache/data deletion rituals

	Payment improvisation

	Loss of trust










	Embedding manual overrides and ceremonial anchors

	Designing error feedback loops that are transparent and actionable

	Treating infrastructure as epistemic hospitality, not digital coercion
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