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Instrument and symbols
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The chromatic harmonica is equipped with a diatonic scale in „C“ major (comparable to the white keys on the piano). Pressing the slider increases the entire scale by a semitone. This means that all possible tones of the chromatic scale can be played, and thus every imaginable piece of music.

The tone sequence in the channels follows the so-called „Solo“ tuning. There is a blow tone in channels 1 to 3, and the next higher tone in the scale can be found as a draw tone. With the fourth channel this is reversed - the draw tone is deeper than the blow tone. With this draw note the octave is complete, the blow note is the beginning of the new octave. The blow tone in channel 4 is repeated as a blow tone in channel 5 and starts the same tone sequence as in the previous channels. The blow tone in channels 4 and 5 (or 8 and 9) is therefore identical. This is taken into account in this book and adapted to the flow of each song.

The channel numbers used can be found on all common instruments.






Symbols in this book
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(01) Channel number - blow

(02) Channel number - blow - slide in

(03) Channel number - draw

(04) Channel number - draw - slide in



Notes and note values
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(01) Clef - the pitch of the five lines

(02) Accident - key of the song

(03) Time signature - beats per bar

(04) Prelude - incomplete bar at the beginning

(05) Bar lines - regular division of the song

(06) Accompanying chords for piano or guitar...

(07) Lyrics - also used for rhythm. orientation

(08) Channel number, blow/draw, slide symbol

(09) Eighth note - two notes per beat

(10) Quarter note - one note per beat

(11) Half note - one tone, two beats long

(12) Whole note - one tone, four beats long

(13) Dotted note - note extended by 50%

(14) Note extended with a tie

(15) another representation of an eighth note

(16) Eighth rest

(17) Quarter rest

(18) Half rest



Videos with detailed explanations can be found online at the sounds.
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Across the western Ocean



Traditional
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Blow boys, blow!



Traditional
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Blow the man down



Traditional
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Blow ye Winds



Traditional
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Bottle of Rum Song



Traditional
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Clear the Track (Eliza Lee)



Traditional
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Drunken Sailor



Traditional
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