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Dedication 

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father— to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen (Rev 1:5–6).
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Preface
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This volume has been written with one supreme aim: to set forth the unified testimony of Scripture concerning God’s covenants and their fulfillment in the Lord Jesus Christ. The covenants are not scattered fragments of divine revelation; they are the very structure through which the eternal God has progressively disclosed His redemptive purpose from eternity past to the consummation of all things.

The work is offered in the conviction that a clear understanding of the covenants guards the church against many present errors—legalism, dispensational severance of Israel and the church, prosperity distortions, and neglect of the Old Testament—and magnifies the glory of the Savior in whom every promise finds its “Yes” and “Amen” (2 Cor 1:20). It is written for pastors, teachers, students of Scripture, and all believers who desire to see Christ more clearly on every page of the Bible.

The exposition proceeds chapter by chapter through the major covenants, always with Christ at the center, grace as the constant thread, and the new covenant as the glorious climax. May the Lord use these pages to strengthen faith, deepen worship, and equip His people to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Soli Deo Gloria.
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Introduction: The Covenantal Thread of Scripture – God's Faithful Promises and the Blood That Fulfills Them
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Beloved reader, open your Bible and behold the most astonishing story ever told—not a collection of disconnected tales, but one grand, unified narrative of divine love pursuing rebellious sinners to the ends of the earth. At the heart of this story beats the rhythm of covenant: God’s solemn, binding pledges to His people, sealed often in blood, promising redemption, relationship, and restoration.

We think of the Bible as divided into Old and New Testaments—literally “old and new covenants”—yet the word “covenant” (berit in Hebrew) appears over 280 times in the Old Testament alone, shaping the very structure of God’s dealings with humanity. These are not mere contracts between equals; they are royal grants and suzerain-vassal treaties initiated by the sovereign God, who stoops in grace to bind Himself to frail creatures. Some covenants are unconditional, resting wholly on God’s faithfulness (as with Abraham and David); others appear conditional in form, revealing sin’s curse and the need for a perfect obedience we cannot provide (as in Moses). Yet grace pulses through them all, for even the conditional ones are rooted in prior promises of mercy and point forward to their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, in whom “all the promises of God find their Yes” (2 Cor 1:20).

Why do covenants matter so profoundly? Because they reveal God’s unchanging character—faithful, holy, merciful—and they trace the single storyline of salvation. God did not abandon humanity after the fall; He pursued us through successive covenants:

	Preserving the world through Noah, securing the stage for redemption.

	Promising blessing to all nations through Abraham’s Seed—who is Christ (Gal 3:16).

	Forming a holy nation under Moses, where law exposed sin and sacrifices foreshadowed atonement.

	Establishing an eternal throne through David, awaiting the King who reigns forever.

	And finally, inaugurating the new covenant in Christ’s blood (Luke 22:20; Jer 31:31–34), where sins are forgiven once for all, the law is written on hearts, and God dwells intimately with His people.


Woven inseparably into this covenantal fabric is the Mosaic sacrificial system—that elaborate, blood-soaked ritual given at Sinai. Far from a mere religious custom, it was a divine masterpiece of typology: every altar, every lamb without blemish, every sprinkling of blood, every scapegoat bearing iniquity away pointed forward to the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice of the Lamb of God (John 1:29; Heb 9:11–14, 26–28). The tabernacle itself was “a copy and shadow of the heavenly things” (Heb 8:5), where God dwelt among sinners yet veiled in holiness. The five principal offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, guilt) illuminated different facets of Messiah’s work—total devotion, sinless life, restored fellowship, substitutionary bearing of guilt, and reparation for wrongs. The Day of Atonement crowned it all, prefiguring Christ’s entry into the true Holy of Holies with His own blood (Heb 9:24–28). These shadows could never perfect the conscience (Heb 10:1–4), but they cried out for the Substance: Jesus, our great High Priest and spotless Victim, whose single offering ends the need for repetition and grants bold access to the throne of grace (Heb 10:19–22).

This volume, Shadows to Substance: The Biblical Covenants and the Glory of the New, seeks to unfold these truths with Scripture as our only authority, Christ as our center, and the edification of His church as our aim. Our prayer is that these pages will deepen your awe at God’s faithfulness, strengthen your trust in Christ’s finished work, and equip you to proclaim this gospel.

For the ancient Israelites, these covenants and sacrifices were daily reminders of sin’s cost and God’s provision. For us today, under the new covenant, they remain treasures that magnify the Savior. As Hebrews declares, “Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant” (Heb 7:22). May the Spirit illumine these truths to your heart, that you might walk in the joy of forgiven sins, adopted sonship, and unshakable hope.

Let us now turn to the covenants themselves, beginning with their very essence and structure.
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Chapter 1: The Essence and Structure of Biblical Covenants
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1.1 The Nature of a Biblical Covenant 

Beloved reader, before we trace the specific covenants God made with His people—from Noah to the new covenant in Christ’s blood—we must first understand what a covenant is in Scripture. The Bible does not present a random assortment of divine promises and commands; it unfolds one unified story of redemption, and at its structural heart lies the covenant. The Hebrew word berit (covenant) appears nearly three hundred times in the Old Testament, far more than words like “love” or “faith.” It is the framework through which God reveals Himself, binds Himself to humanity, and advances His plan to rescue sinners and restore creation.

A biblical covenant is a solemn, binding relationship initiated by God between Himself, the sovereign Lord, and human beings, His creatures. Unlike a modern contract between equals, a biblical covenant is not negotiated; it is graciously offered by the greater party to the lesser. It often involves solemn words, signs, oaths, and—frequently—blood, signifying life given in pledge. Covenants create obligations, yet they are rooted in relationship, not mere transaction. They are promises sealed with commitment, designed to establish fellowship between a holy God and sinful people.

––––––––
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1.2 Ancient Near Eastern Parallels 

To grasp the shape of these covenants, Scripture shows how God spoke into the cultural world of the ancient Near East. In that era, powerful kings made treaties with weaker nations or vassals. Two main types are especially illuminating:

1.2.1 Suzerain-vassal treaties 

These were conditional alliances. The overlord recounted past favors—such as deliverance from enemies or provision of protection—and demanded loyalty in response: tribute, defense of borders, no rival alliances. Blessings followed obedience; curses followed breach. Treaties were often ratified by cutting animals in half, with both parties passing between the pieces, symbolizing: “May this happen to me if I break my word.”

1.2.2 Royal grant treaties 

These were unconditional bestowals. A king might grant land, privileges, or inheritance to a loyal servant, with the promise resting entirely on the king’s faithfulness.

God masterfully adapted these familiar forms to communicate His own covenants, yet He transcended them in grace and glory. Some biblical covenants resemble suzerain-vassal treaties in structure (with blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience), while others mirror royal grants (unconditional promises resting on God’s faithfulness alone). Yet even in the conditional ones, grace is never absent: God always initiates, always provides the basis for relationship, and ultimately fulfills every promise in Christ.

1.3 Key Features of Biblical Covenants 

Several features mark all biblical covenants:

	Divine initiative 



God is always the covenant-maker. Humanity never approaches Him with a proposal; He stoops in mercy to bind Himself. “I will establish my covenant” is the recurring refrain.


	Relationship and commitment 



A covenant creates family-like bonds. God declares, “I will be your God, and you shall be my people.”


	Signs and seals 



Visible tokens confirm the covenant—rainbow, circumcision, Sabbath, bread and wine.


	Oaths and blood 



Many involve solemn oaths or blood rites, underscoring their gravity and pointing ultimately to the blood of Christ.


	Blessings and curses 



Obedience brings life and favor; disobedience brings judgment. Yet even curses serve redemptive ends, driving sinners to seek mercy.


	Progressive revelation Each covenant builds on the previous, advancing toward fulfillment. None annuls what came before; all find their “Yes” in Jesus.


1.4 Grace as the Unifying Thread 

Above all, grace permeates every covenant. Even when conditions appear, they rest on prior acts of deliverance. The law reveals sin and tutors toward Christ, but salvation has always been by grace through faith.

1.5 Clarification: Divine Punishment, Chastisement, and the Foe’s Actions 

Before proceeding to the covenants themselves, one further clarification is necessary for clarity throughout this study. Scripture distinguishes carefully between three kinds of actions that may appear in the narrative of God’s dealings with humanity:

	Divine punishment (or judgment/wrath) is God’s righteous response to sin as the holy Judge of all the earth. It is retributive, directed toward the unrepentant or hardened, and—when final—brings condemnation. Its purpose is to vindicate God’s holiness, uphold justice, and demonstrate the gravity of sin.

	Divine chastisement (or fatherly discipline) is God’s loving, corrective action reserved exclusively for His redeemed children—those already justified and adopted. It is restorative, not retributive; temporal, not eternal; measured, not destructive. Its purpose is to train in righteousness, produce repentance, and yield the peaceful fruit of holiness.

	The actions of the foe (Satan and his forces) are malicious attacks whose intent is always to steal, kill, destroy, accuse, tempt to despair, or divide. These may be permitted by God for testing or refining, but the malice belongs to the adversary, never to God.


These distinctions will be applied progressively as we encounter judgment, discipline, or opposition in the covenants ahead. They protect the reader from confusing God’s righteous wrath with His fatherly rod, or attributing the enemy’s malice to the Lord’s hand.

With this foundation laid, we now turn to the first historical covenant after the fall—the Noahic covenant—where God preserves the world itself as the stage for redemption.
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Chapter 2: The Noahic Covenant – Preservation for Redemption
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2.1 The Context of Judgment and Grace 

After the grievous fall in Eden, humanity spiraled deeper into rebellion. By Genesis 6, the wickedness of man was great upon the earth; every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Gen 6:5). The Creator’s heart was grieved, and He determined to blot out mankind with a flood—yet even in judgment, grace shone forth. Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD (Gen 6:8), being righteous, blameless in his generation, and walking with God (Gen 6:9). Through this one faithful man and his family, God would preserve a remnant and secure the future of redemption.

2.2 The Noahic Covenant Established 

Here we encounter the first formal covenant explicitly named in Scripture: The Noahic covenant (Gen 6:18; 9:8–17). God declares to Noah, “But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you” (Gen 6:18). After the waters recede and Noah offers acceptable sacrifice, the LORD renews and expands the promise: “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you... that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth” (Gen 9:9–11).

2.3 Key Characteristics of the Noahic Covenant

2.3.1 Unconditional and unilateral 

Unlike later covenants that include obligations on the human side, the Noahic covenant rests entirely on God’s word. He says, “I
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