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​Introduction
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It should be the goal of every Christian to live life to the fullest through Jesus Christ. He consistently encouraged the disciples to have faith. In addition, He promised them that His peace and joy would remain with them. 

The Abundant Truth Life Study Series was developed to help believers to live in the abundance that comes with the new life in Christ. Be encouraged by Jesus’ words that he came that we would have life and that more abundantly.

In this publication:

The kingdom of God is revealed through the acceptance of Jesus Christ. He told Nicodemus that unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. However, those who have received Christ are members of the kingdom of God. There are standards and protocols that exist in the kingdom of God. 

In this publication, we will explore five foundational precepts concerning the kingdom of God. In understanding these precepts, one will live a successful life in the kingdom of heaven.
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​Precept 1

Kingdom Transformation
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(Adapted from “Coming Out of Egypt into Canaan”)

The Kingdom of God consists of individuals who have been redeemed by the sacrifice of Jesus, the Christ. This is a great mystery that man, who is born in sin, can become holy and obedient children of God. In this first section, we will discuss how God is able to bring clean out of unclean making us fruitful in the kingdom of God after coming to Him.

Kingdom Transformation

“Who can bring clean out of unclean?” Before answering this, let us consider some truths. God is the author of life. His very words contain creative power. When He created the earth, He did it through the power of His famous words, “Let there be...” Until this present day, all things that were set in motion remain by the power of His word. 

From other scriptures, we discover that aside from the power of His words, God’s thoughts and intents will certainly happen. In the book of Isaiah, God declares,

The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand (Isaiah 14:24)

Whatever the will of the Lord is shall surely happen. Without even speaking, if God thinks or purposes to do something, it will happen. Thus, we understand that God possesses all power. 

Because of the awesome power of God, the answer to the beginning question is revealed. Who can bring a clean out of an unclean? – God can. God brings impossible things to fruition. The Bible abounds with accounts of God doing the impossible in the midst of man’s impossible situations. Jesus reminded the disciples that with God, all things are possible.

But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. (Matthew 19:26)

Though men readily accept the awesomeness of God’s power, some do not believe that this power is available in times of personal failures. If God is able to do all things, then our failures in life do not frustrate His work. This is assured if we desire His will for our lives. If we desire His will, we will continue to experience kingdom transformations in our walk with Him.

Whatever God has purposed for your life will come to pass if you continue to follow Him. However, many members in the Body of Christ become complacent in their relationship with the Lord because they believe they have made too many mistakes. This leads to self-doubt, regrets, depression, and frustration. These things will bring death to one’s relationship with Christ. 

The Bible is full of stories describing man’s failure and God’s restoration. Even God’s choicest servants failed. Yet, they were able to recover and receive what God had for them in their lives. From Genesis to Revelation, the cycle of failure to redemption to destiny is repeated. This cycle is repeated in the lives of believers today, who are partakers of the kingdom.

The God of Juxtaposition

Believers accept God’s forgiveness, but they believe they will have to “pay” for their past failures and mistakes. They believe God will not be able to perform His promises in their lives. This is simply not true. God knows how to juxtapose our situations. 

juxtapose – the act or an instance of placing two or more things side by.

When God brings juxtaposition into our situations, He causes the sins and failures to line up with His eternal purpose for our lives. Jeremiah states,

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. (Jeremiah 29:11)

God speaks prophetically to Judah. After telling them of His plans to discipline them, He states that His thoughts toward them are for peace, to give them an expected end (a hope and a future). The same applies to us in our failures. Though we may fail in our walks, God’s thoughts (which will come to pass) are of peace toward us. We find that God brings juxtaposition to their failures and their redemption. This was a reflection of kingdom transformation. 

There are other numerous accounts of God reconciling (and juxtaposing) negative situations with His good intentions in the lives of His people. God knows how to bring hope into a hopeless situation. He can bring light out of darkness.

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. (Genesis 1:2-3)

God brought light into the darkness that covered the earth. Aside from light into darkness, God can bring fruitfulness out of barrenness. Consider Rachel (wife of Jacob),

And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. (Genesis 29:31; 30:22)

Even when it was time for the Savior to be born, God performed something that was impossible. First, He impregnated a young woman who had never been with a man. God broke His own design for conception. 

When the child was brought forth, we discover the most important part of the miracle. Jesus was not infected with man’s sinful nature. Mary carried Him for nine months. He was formed in her womb, yet He came out sinless. God is able also to transform our lives and personal histories so that we can advance in the kingdom of God.

Christ’s birth gives us a prophetic demonstration of how God can bring a clean out of an unclean. Contrary to Catholic doctrine, Mary was not born sinless. However, God chose someone subject to sin to bring the One who knew no sin.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, WHO KNEW NO SIN; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (II Corinthians 5:21, Emphasis Mine)

His birth prophetically shows that though we may sin and fail, He is able to bring forth His righteous plan and purpose in our lives.

The God of Justification

Jesus, born sinless, came to reconcile sinners unto God. He came that men would be justified by faith in His name.

justify - to prove or show to be just, right, or reasonable.

Justification is provided to those who have erred. God’s work of justification through Christ does not end after accepting Him. He continues to justify those that have called on Christ’s name.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I John 1:9)

If a believer sins and offers sincere confession unto the Lord, God will cleanse him from his unrighteousness. This helps us to understand why there is hope after failure. Again, if a believer fails, Jesus will be his advocate before the Father. 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. (I John 2:1)

God provides forgiveness and justification after conversion so that His plan and purpose for our lives will be done. God offers forgiveness so that we can remain in right standing to receive His promises. 

Consider the children of Israel. God brought them out of Egypt in order to bring them into Canaan. God brings us out of sin in order to bring us into eternal life. The children of Israel complained, rebelled, and sinned continually while in the wilderness. God still brought their children into Canaan according to His promise. 

The sins of their fathers did not prevent them from possessing God’s promise. The same applies to us. If we continue in Him (even after failures), our past downfalls will not prevent us from receiving His promises to us. While teaching concerning the kingdom, Jesus used this statement in the parable,

And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it. (Luke 13:14)

In the parable, a man owned a vineyard wherein a fig tree was unproductive. In the parable, the dresser of the vineyard asked if he could dig around the tree and put dung around it. 

Dung is animal waste. It is something that smells and is unclean. Yet, the man proposed to use this substance in order to stimulate growth in a barren tree. This shows that God can use our dung (sins and failures) to produce His righteous purpose in our lives.

God uses foolish things to confound the wise. He uses weak things to confound those that are strong. This is the mystery of kingdom transformation. He performs kingdom transformation, changing us and our weaknesses to strength to demonstrate His power.

But God hath chosen the foolish
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