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Prologue
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Welcome to a wild adventure across the United States! From snowy mountains and deep forests to sunny deserts and rushing rivers, the USA is home to some of the most amazing animals on Earth. You might already know a few, like the bald eagle or the black bear—but there are hundreds more incredible creatures living all around us, some big, some tiny, and all of them important. Every animal has its own special way of finding food, staying safe, and surviving in its home.

In this book, you’ll meet powerful hunters, clever climbers, fast flyers, and quiet night explorers. You’ll discover how animals use super skills like sharp claws, strong wings, and amazing camouflage. You’ll also learn where these animals live and why their habitats—forests, oceans, grasslands, deserts, and mountains—matter so much.

So get ready to explore, imagine, and be amazed. Whether you’re reading at home or in the classroom, this guide will take you on a journey into the wild world of American animals—and show you why protecting them helps keep our planet healthy and full of life. Let’s begin the adventure!
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Chapter 1: Meet the Wild Neighbors
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Have you ever stopped to think about who lives around you? Not just people, but animals too! Even if you live in a big city, a small town, or out in the countryside, you are surrounded by wildlife every day. These animals are like quiet neighbors who share the same parks, trees, rivers, and backyards that we do. They don’t knock on our doors or say hello, but they are always nearby, living their own busy and amazing lives. In the United States, there are thousands of different kinds of animals, and many of them live closer to humans than you might imagine. Let’s take a long and exciting look at these wild neighbors and learn more about who they are.

What Does “Wild Neighbors” Mean?

When we talk about wild neighbors, we mean the animals that live naturally around us. They are not pets, and they do not live in zoos. They survive on their own in forests, deserts, mountains, rivers, oceans, and even in cities. These animals find food, build homes, raise babies, and explore the world just like humans do, but they do it in their own special animal ways.

Some wild neighbors are easy to spot, like squirrels running along fences or birds singing in trees. Others are more secretive and come out only at night, like raccoons or owls. Many animals try to stay hidden from people because they feel safer that way. Even though we might not always see them, they are still important parts of the world around us.

Wildlife Is Everywhere

One exciting thing about the United States is how many different kinds of habitats it has. A habitat is a place where animals live and find everything they need. The U.S. has huge forests, long coastlines, wide deserts, tall mountains, grassy plains, and sparkling lakes. Because there are so many different environments, there are also many different animals.

In Florida, people might see alligators, manatees, and colorful birds. In Alaska, there are moose, bald eagles, and giant brown bears. Out west in the deserts, animals like coyotes, roadrunners, and rattlesnakes make their homes. In the northern forests, deer, wolves, and beavers are common. No matter where you live, there are wild neighbors nearby.

Even in the busiest cities like New York, Chicago, or Los Angeles, wildlife still finds a way to survive. Pigeons nest on tall buildings, hawks hunt in city parks, and mice and rats sneak through alleyways. Nature is very good at adapting to different places.

Backyard Buddies

Some of the closest wild neighbors are the animals that live right in our own backyards. You might see rabbits hopping across the grass, chipmunks gathering seeds, or butterflies fluttering from flower to flower. These animals have learned that yards and gardens can be great places to find food and shelter.

Squirrels are some of the most common backyard animals in America. They scamper up trees, bury acorns, and chatter loudly at each other. Many kids enjoy watching them leap from branch to branch. Birds are also friendly neighbors. Robins, cardinals, blue jays, and sparrows often build nests near homes and fill the air with cheerful songs.

Even small creatures like ants, ladybugs, and earthworms are part of the wildlife community. They might be tiny, but they help plants grow and keep the environment healthy. Without these little neighbors, the world would be a very different place.

Nighttime Neighbors

Not all animals are active during the day. When the sun goes down and people go to sleep, a whole new group of wild neighbors wakes up. These are called nocturnal animals. Owls, bats, skunks, and raccoons are all creatures of the night.

Raccoons are famous for sneaking around after dark. They are very clever and have learned how to open trash cans and find leftover food. Owls fly silently through the sky hunting for mice and other small animals. Bats swoop through the air catching mosquitoes and other insects, helping to keep bug populations under control.

Because these animals are active at night, many people never notice them. But if you listen carefully on a quiet evening, you might hear their calls, footsteps, or wings.

Animals That Live in Parks

City parks and nature trails are wonderful places to meet wild neighbors. These green spaces give animals room to live even in crowded areas. Ducks and geese swim in park ponds, turtles sun themselves on rocks, and deer sometimes wander through wooded areas.

In many parts of the United States, people are surprised to find larger animals living near towns. Foxes, coyotes, and even black bears sometimes visit neighborhoods looking for food. These animals usually try to avoid humans, but they have learned that places where people live can also be good places to survive.

National parks are especially important homes for wildlife. Parks like Yellowstone, Yosemite, and the Everglades protect huge areas of land where animals can live safely without too much human disturbance. Visiting a national park is a great way to see wild neighbors in their natural habitats.

River and Lake Neighbors

If you live near water, you have a whole different set of wild neighbors. Rivers, lakes, and ponds are full of life. Fish swim beneath the surface, frogs croak along the edges, and dragonflies zoom through the air.

Beavers are amazing river neighbors. They build dams out of sticks and mud to create ponds where they can live. These dams help other animals too by creating new wetland habitats. Otters play and hunt in the water, while herons stand patiently on the shore waiting to catch fish.

Even tiny streams can be full of surprises. Salamanders hide under wet rocks, and crayfish crawl along the muddy bottoms. Water habitats are some of the busiest neighborhoods in nature.

Desert and Mountain Neighbors

Not all wild neighbors live in green forests or grassy yards. Some animals survive in very tough places like deserts and mountains. In the hot deserts of the Southwest, animals have special ways to stay cool and find water. Lizards, jackrabbits, and coyotes are experts at desert living.

High up in the mountains, different animals make their homes. Mountain goats climb steep rocky cliffs, and bighorn sheep balance on narrow ledges. These animals are strong and brave, living in places where few humans can go.

Even though deserts and mountains might look empty, they are full of life. Every habitat has neighbors that are perfectly suited to live there.

Sharing Space With Wildlife

Living near wild animals is exciting, but it also comes with responsibility. Humans and animals have to share the same spaces, and it is important to do that in a safe and respectful way. Most wild neighbors are not dangerous if people give them room and treat them kindly.

Simple things can help animals stay safe. Putting trash in secure bins keeps raccoons from getting into trouble. Planting native flowers helps bees and butterflies find food. Leaving baby animals alone allows their parents to care for them properly.

Learning about wildlife helps people understand how to live peacefully with the animals around them. When we respect their homes, they can continue being good neighbors.

Why Wild Neighbors Matter

You might wonder why it is important to care about animals that live outside. Wild neighbors are a big part of keeping nature healthy. Birds spread seeds, bees pollinate flowers, and predators like hawks and owls help control pests. Every animal has a job in the environment.

Wildlife also makes life more interesting and beautiful. Imagine a world without birds singing, fireflies glowing, or deer wandering through forests. Animals give people chances to explore, learn, and feel connected to nature.

By protecting wildlife, we are also protecting our own future. Clean water, fresh air, and healthy forests all depend on animals and plants working together.

Becoming a Good Neighbor Too

Kids can be great friends to wildlife. You don’t need to be a scientist or live in the wilderness to help animals. Small actions can make a big difference. You can put up bird feeders, build a small insect garden, or pick up litter in your neighborhood.

Watching animals quietly and carefully is another way to be a good neighbor. The more you learn about them, the more you will appreciate how amazing they are. Keeping a nature journal, taking photos, or drawing pictures of animals you see can make exploring wildlife even more fun.

Remember that wild animals are not pets. They need to stay free and wild to be healthy and happy. Enjoy them from a distance and let them live their natural lives.

A World Full of Neighbors

The United States is a huge country filled with incredible animals of all shapes and sizes. From tiny ants to giant whales, from city pigeons to soaring eagles, wildlife is all around us. These animals are part of our everyday world, even when we don’t notice them.

Every time you step outside, you are entering a neighborhood shared
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