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    YOU AGAINST YOU
A Story of Fumbles, Faith, and Fatherhood

  

[image: Page 2 illustration]
  
    This book is dedicated to a remarkable man, a United States Marine Corps veteran with an enormous heart — Jaxson Tate.
Between the ages of twenty-two and twenty-four, I struggled with alcohol addiction. With the guidance of a therapist, my faith, and my own spiritual practice, I found my way out of that darkness. Thank you, Jaxson Tate, for sponsoring me and for believing in this book enough to help me publish it. Because of you, I got a second chance — the chance to be a real father to a little African-American, ball-headed boy from Cincinnati, Ohio.
I also dedicate this book to one of my biological brothers, who is still fighting his own battle with addiction and the pull of the world. I am still rooting for you. I hope that one day you'll see that the real fight has always been you against you — and it is never too late to change your path.
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    Once upon a time, in Cincinnati, Ohio, there was a boy named Gary Turner. Gary loved three things more than almost anything else in the world: his hometown, his family, and the Cincinnati Bengals. Every Sunday, rain or shine, Gary was in his seat, orange and black from head to toe, cheering louder than anyone in the stadium.
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    By the time Gary was old enough to work, he found a job at the local Kroger. He liked the steady paycheck, the familiar faces, the routine of it all. Years passed, and Gary never left. He never asked for a promotion, never tried a new path, never let himself imagine what else his life could look like. Comfort felt safer than growth.
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    But outside of work, Gary lived a different kind of life. He chased parties, chased new faces, chased anything that could make the nights feel exciting and the mornings disappear. Drinking became a habit, then a routine of its own — one that quietly grew bigger than Gary realized.
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    Then, life caught up with Gary in the best possible way. He fell in love, and on a warm afternoon surrounded by family, he stood at the altar and got married. For a moment, everything felt like it was falling into place.
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    Not long after, a baby was born — a precious boy named Jaxson Bishop. He had bright, curious eyes and the kind of smile that made every hard day feel a little lighter. His mother held him close and made him a promise, quietly, just between the two of them: no matter what happened, he would always be loved.
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    For a while, Gary tried. But old habits have a way of creeping back in. Instead of saving for Jaxson's future, money slipped away on Bengals season tickets, rows of new sneakers, and nights out that stretched later and later. Gary told himself it was just for now — that he'd slow down soon.
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    Jaxson's uncle noticed. He had watched Gary drift further away, and it worried him deeply. So he did something quiet but powerful: he began setting money aside for his nephew's future, a little at a time, every single month.
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    The uncle wasn't alone. Years earlier, he had found his own strength at an AA meeting, and the friends he met there became like family. When they learned about Jaxson, several of them chose to help too — some added savings, and a few even placed pieces of their own small businesses into a trust, all set aside for one little boy's future.
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This book is dedicated to a remarkable man, a United States Marine
Corps veteran with an enormous heart — Jaxson Tate.

Between the ages of twenty-two and twenty-four, | struggled with
alcohol addiction. With the guidance of a therapist; my faith, and my own
spiritual practice, | found my way out of that darkness. Thank you, Jaxson
Tate, for sponsoring me and for believing in this book enough to help me
publish it. Because of you, | got a second chance — the chance to be a
real father to a little African-American, ball-headed boy from Cincinnati,
Ohio.

l'also dedicate this book to one of my biological brothers, who is still
fighting his own battle with addiction and the pull of the world. I am still
rooting for you. I'hope that one day you'll see that the real fight has
always been you against you — and it is never too late to change your
path.
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