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E

ver dreamed about meeting your favorite celebrity, movie star, politician, singer, sports icon, or even your teenage crush? This book contains a collection of coincidental stories from an ordinary “Joe.” who literally bumped into a former First Lady, danced with Miss America , and had a conversation with the last man to walk on the moon. 

They say we all have 20 minutes of fame, but how often are we even in close proximity to it? Read this first-hand account about how fate intercedes in one person’s life to get up close to the rich and famous. See below the list of iconic figures, screen legends, sports athletes, singers, and celebrities who made this brush with fame possible. 

Iconic figures appearing in this book include Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Buzz Aldrin, Gene Cernan, John Cena, Ric Flair, and Gerry Goffin. Read about screen legends Clint Eastwood, Raquel Welch, Ann Margret, and Shirley Temple. Sports Athletes are Willie Mays, Charles Barkley, Jerry Rice, Pete Rose, Terry Bradshaw, Wladimir Klitschko, Summer Sanders, and Peggy Fleming.

The singers featured are Marie Osmond, Motley Crue, and Connie Francis. Other celebrities included are Miss America, Carolyn Sapp, Daniel Radcliffe, Frank Heaney, George Takai, Nichelle Nichols, John Lithgow, Annette Bening, Shirley Jones, Gregory Peck, and Goldie Hawn. Last but not least are politicians including former Presidents Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton, Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr., and Hillary Clinton. 

~  ~
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​Chapter One
The Icons
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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

I

t was a one-night, two-day stay, but long enough to bump into one of the most shy and private public figures of the past century, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. I arrived into Logan International Airport and, along with several business colleagues, bused into the Boston suburb of Newton, Massachusetts.

Our group was in town for business later that evening but had some free time during the day. I suggested we visit the JFK Presidential Library and Museum. Everyone agreed, and we took public transit to the University of Massachusetts where the museum is located. It was a Monday, and the museum was not busy.
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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

After touring through a few galleries, most of the girls in the group wanted to leave and go to Faneuil Hall, one of the main shopping and restaurant areas in Boston. They did. Only my friend Tom and I stayed. Besides us, there were very few people in the museum. One volunteer told me there would be a dedication ceremony later that day for a new museum wing, so we might want to stick around. It sounded interesting, but we had no idea what she was referring to or who might be attending.

Tom and I were soon in the downstairs galleries looking at the various exhibits. I remember standing in front of the desk President John. F. Kennedy used during his presidency. Soon, I didn’t see Tom anywhere. He must have went back upstairs, so I proceeded to leave the downstairs galleries and started walking  up the stairs to the lobby level.

At the top of the stairs, on my way towards finding Tom, I walked down a corridor towards the gift shop. There were a number of hallways on the right that looked like where the museum offices might be located. In one of the hallways, as I walked past, I noticed an attractive woman and her husband with a small baby.

After passing that hallway, I thought to myself how familiar the woman looked, so I went back and peaked down the hall. Caroline Kennedy (yes Neil Diamond’s song “Sweet Caroline” might have been written with her in mind) smiled at me. She might have understood that I figured out who she was and why I immediately backtracked a few steps. There, standing a few yards away from me, was JFK’s only daughter with her husband and baby.

Wow! I hurriedly started a slow jog towards finding Tom when suddenly I bumped into a sharply dressed woman wearing dark shades and a purse around her shoulder. It was Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis! After saying  “excuse me,” when I asked her “can I take a picture,” I wasn’t thinking that this was a woman who sought privacy for her and her children her entire life – a woman who once took out a restraining order against a photographer who fiercely hounded her.
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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

Still, at the time I thought it was pretty quick thinking to ask the question. After all, I did have my camera with me. Jackie O politely and in the most refined manner of speech I’ve ever heard said “that’s fine.” Hearing her elegant soft voice was surreal-like, but it wasn’t a dream. I was standing next to her! To this day, I’m not sure if she meant that’s fine I’d rather not or that’s fine it’s ok.

The only thing I can say is it was the kindest “that’s fine” I’ve ever heard. Somehow I sensed she meant she’d rather not though. Either way, it became moot as soon Jackie O and I were joined by her son-in-law (who I saw in the hallway minutes earlier) who came over and handed her grandchild over to her. It seemed I was in a family picture I didn’t belong in, so I walked away. I spotted Tom near the pay telephones (he was calling his friends telling them he is in the presence of an icon; he actually was a big fan of hers).

I soon realized the jean jacket I was carrying was somehow not appropriate, so I asked the girls in the gift shop to store it for me. Soon, all the guests for the dedication for the new Stephen E. Smith wing at the museum were arriving.

The museum staff said they didn’t mind if Tom and I stayed. We could even attend the dedication. I wasn’t dressed for a dedication in my white sweatshirt (with an American flag on it) and more than casual pants, so I planned to stand in the back of the room.  As one of Robert Kennedy’s sons, congressman Joe Kennedy, entered the museum he shook my hand. Senator Edward Kennedy waved to me. I saw and heard the famous Lauren Bacall of  Bogey and Bacall fame walk by. There were Kennedy’s everywhere; all the cousins were there. It seemed the only Kennedy absent that day for the dedication was JFK Jr.

Later that night, business went well, and we were on a flight early the next morning to another city. Before leaving, I bought the Boston Globe which had a photo of Jackie O and Senator Ted Kennedy on the front page. That same week Caroline Kennedy appeared on the cover of People Magazine. For me, bumping into this icon is a memory I cherish. It was a day with American royalty, a day with Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.

Buzz Aldrin & Gene Cernan

One Spring in Orlando, Florida, a group of my colleagues attended an event at the Kennedy Space Center. On the way in we were given a driving tour of the facility. Our bus driver actually told us he took a wrong turn, and we ended up within 100 yards or so of the launch pad where rockets and space shuttles are launched from (somewhere we were not supposed to be!).  As if that wasn’t exciting enough, once inside the large NASA space museum where the event was held, our group had the opportunity to speak and take photos with several legendary NASA astronauts.
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Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin

Both  “Buzz” Aldrin and Gene Cernan could not have been more personable. It was easy to tell by the way these men handled themselves that they were true American heroes.  I quickly made sure I cued up to get my photograph taken with Buzz. As the Lunar Module pilot for the first moon landing on Apollo 11 he will forever be part of world history. Most importantly, he was the second human being to set foot on the Moon behind Neil Armstrong. It was an honor to exchange a few words with him and take a  photo. My biggest highlight that evening, however, was the opportunity to speak for a period of time with the last man to walk on the moon! 
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Gene Cernan

Gene Cernan became “the last man on the moon” since he was the last to re-enter the Apollo 17 Lunar Module in December, 1972. In addition to being the mission’s commander,  Cernan visited space earlier in 1966 as co-pilot of Gemini 9A, and in 1969 he was lunar module pilot of Apollo 10. He has been on the moon twice (first time just orbiting it)!  After he sat down for photo opportunities, Cernan walked over to a few of us while he was waiting to give one of several presentations that evening.  During this pre-presentation time, here we were just two or three of us talking to the last man to walk on the moon!

Mr. Cernan could not have been more friendly and accommodating in answering our questions.  I asked him what it was like standing on the moon looking back at earth. He said he realized when looking at earth from the moon that “earth did not happen by accident.” He went on to say that looking back at home made him sure that a greater power exists in the universe, that something as beautiful as Earth had to be created by a higher power.  I listened to every word Cernan said in amazement. I mean this man had walked on the moon and here he is answering my questions about what it was like. The presentations that evening soon began and much of the same was repeated, but speaking with the “last man on the moon” was an unforgettable experience.

John Cena & Ric Flair

These iconic professional wrestling superstars crossed by path prior to WrestleMania 31. Ric Flair could not have been nicer to me at a WWE reception at the SAP Center in San Jose, California. Flair nicknamed “The Nature Boy” is regarding as one of the greatest wrestlers of all time and is widely known for his catch phrase “Woooo!!!”.
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Ric Flair "The Nature Boy"

He is a 16-time World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) World Champion and also has won championship titles at NWA, WWF, and WCW. He is a  two-time WWE Hall of Fame inductee, inducted in 2008 for his individual career and in 2012 as a member of The Four Horsemen. His honors also include being a member of the NWA Hall of Fame, the Professional Wrestling Hall of Fame and the Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall of Fame. Needless to say, Flair is an icon in the wrestling and sports world in general.

After a few minutes of cordial conversation with Flair, he pleasantly agreed to take a photo together. In the photo, Flair displayed his signature “Man” pose gesture pointing his finger at me. This has been part of Flair’s persona for decades. It’s a way of asserting his dominance of being the “man.” He uses it in conjunction with another phrase of his “To be the man, you gotta be the man.”

A few months later during a WrestleMania promotion, I wandered into the same Silicon Valley Convention Center room as the already legendary actor and professional wrestler John Cena. Cena, who starred in the movie “The Marine” in 2006, has been signed to WWE since 2001. He holds a record 17 WWE world championship wins and has held the title 14 times overall. Cena is also considered among the top professional wrestlers of all time.

His portrayed of a heroic wrestling figure from 2003 – 2025 marked the longest in WWE history. Cena turned professional wrestling upside down at WrestleMania 41 in 2025 when he became a bad guy or “heel.” Cena was far from a bad guy when we met. We spoke about his acting career as I was a
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