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The legendary Dolly Parton shares her heartfelt hopes and dreams for everyone.

Expanding on the hugely popular graduation speech that Dolly Parton gave at the University of Tennessee, Dream More explores the personal philosophy this much-loved artist has forged over the course of her astonishing career as a singer, songwriter, performer and philanthropist.

In this thought-provoking book, Dolly Parton draws on her childhood experiences growing up in the hills of eastern Tennessee and her life as the iconic performer she is today, as she encourages us all to . . .
 
• Dream more

• Learn more

• Care more

• Be more

Honest and uplifting, Dream More is an inspiring anthem for anyone who wants to take charge of their life and forge a brighter future on their own terms.
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I dedicate this book to all of the people who have helped me with my Imagination Library and believe as I do that reading is the fuel for a child’s imagination.

I especially want to acknowledge David Dotson for his leadership of my Dollywood Foundation and Imagination Library and for spreading my dreams for children across the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom.

Finally, this book is for my Daddy, who never learned to read and write, and paid a dear price for that, and inspired me to not let it happen to others.
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PREFACE



I refuse to settle for something less than great. And if it takes a lifetime, then that’s how long I’ll wait. ’Cause all I want is everything … is that too much to ask?
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I PEEKED THROUGH the black curtain to see the audience, just the way I had done a thousand times before. No matter how many times you appear in front of an audience, there is a compulsive need to see just what they look like before you jump out onstage. After all these years, I know that every audience is different, but they’re always familiar, too, as many of my great fans and folks who have followed my career since the early days will be there.

But this audience was different, remarkably different. There were nearly ten thousand of them and almost all were in their early twenties. This was the University of Tennessee graduating class, and the university had invited me to give the commencement speech. The trustees also planned to bestow an honorary doctorate on me at the end of the ceremony. I was about to become Dr. Dolly.

As I looked out at all those young, energetic faces, I couldn’t help but drift into a realm of wonder. I wondered: If my husband, Carl Dean, and I had had a baby girl, would she have graduated from here? What would her dreams be? A singer, a model, a businesswoman? What would she look like? Blond, full-figured, skinny, fat? Would we have been good parents with my being on the road all the time? How would Carl have handled all that?

What about a boy? A Dolly Parton boy! I can’t imagine. A tall, dark, handsome fellow like his dad? Or a drag queen? Oh, my stars.

Then suddenly the reality hit me. I had accepted an invitation to give a speech in less than thirty minutes that was to inspire young people, when their parents and teachers had had more than twenty years to influence them. Whatever had made me think I could do this?

Over the years, I have talked with lots of groups of kids. I’ve always known I could relate to them, but this wasn’t the same. This wasn’t about relating or entertaining; this was about whether I had the ability to say something that might make a difference in their futures.

I had spent hours preparing my speech. But would the jokes and thoughts that I had about what was important to say mean anything to these college graduates on this day?

I glanced up from the back of the stage, and there was Chancellor Jimmy Cheek of the University of Tennessee and the governor at that time, Phil Bredesen, who had become a very good friend of mine during his administration. Both of them were going to speak before I did. Such respected and educated public speakers would surely say all the right things. And if they said all the right things, what would be left for me to say? Would my speech just be redundant?

Oh, please, Lord. I have to quit this second-guessing. I will just have to go out there and speak from my heart and tell everybody some things I’ve learned from all my years of experience. Surely there must be a gem or two in my own life that will benefit some of them.

During the ceremony, it turned out that other people had a lot to say. As I stood in the wings waiting to go onstage, I thought the academic speeches would never end. But when the governor finally introduced me, he said such nice things about how he and others were inspired by some of the things I had done that his words gave me the focus I needed. I realized I should just share some of my inner self with those kids.

There were parents and teachers in the audience, but mostly students. And when I hit the stage, they all sprang to their feet. What a warm welcome and what a relief. I can do this, I thought to myself as I looked out at them clapping and cheering.

In preparing my speech, I had decided to use four principles that guide our mission at my Dollywood Foundation for the Imagination Library. In our foundation work, we talk about the values we would like to instill in children from birth to kindergarten and beyond.

As I reviewed these four guiding points, I discovered that they really apply to all people of all ages. We are simply saying in our foundation that these ideas should start when children are small. In fact, I believe that if you get it right with children when they’re young, then it becomes a part of their character for life. So I wrote a speech about these ideals and I delivered it from my heart.

When I finished speaking, I received a standing ovation. I can honestly say it was the most rewarding applause that I’ve ever received.

As I wrote this book, I reviewed that speech over and over. No matter how many accolades I received for it, I felt I did not say everything that I could or should have said. Probably, if I had made a longer speech, people in the audience would have walked out or started texting their friends, saying, “I wish she’d shut up so we can go party.” This book covers more of what I wish I had said.

Whatever your station in life, I hope you glean something from this little book that inspires you to dream of doing more with your life, learn from everything you see and do, care for everyone and everything that crosses your path, and be more than you ever dreamed you could become.


There’s a star in all of us,

We’re all diamonds in the rough.

We’re little engines chuggin’ down the line.

There are dreams we hold inside

Waitin’ till the time is right.

So keep the faith, you’ll have your time to shine.

Let nobody block your path,

Allow nothing to distract

The passion and desire inside your heart.

There is nothing you can’t do,

There’s no dream that can’t come true

With faith and love and trust enough to start.

So celebrate the dreamer in you.

Only you can make it come true.

Dream more, learn more, care and be more;

Wishes do come true.

Celebrate the dreamer in you.




One

DREAM MORE



The magic is inside you … there ain’t no crystal ball.
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DON’T ASK ME how I feel about dreaming unless you really have some time to listen.

Since my early childhood, I’ve felt like my dreams were the foundation of my drive to accomplish all the things I love. It was a dream that made me feel dressed up when I just had old hand-me-down, ragged clothes. A dream that filled me up with desserts of candy and cake when all we had were sweet thoughts, cornbread and molasses.

Dreams took me from a shack at the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains to Nashville and then to Hollywood. And then around the world, like Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother all combined, in glitter, high heels and hair.

It’s a long way from the foothills of the Smoky Mountains to the top of the world, but I’m here—much to my delight and thanks to the love and support of many fine people. I don’t take any of it or them for granted. I know that I am living the all-American dream. But chasing your dreams happens everywhere and there are dreamers like me all over the world. It makes me proud and humble to hear them say that my life has inspired them in some way.

While I’m proud of what I’ve done, the older I get, the more humble I feel. Yes, I’ve worked hard. Yes, I
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Dolly Parton is one of the world’s biggest stars of country music and one of the bestselling recording artists of all time. Known as the Queen of Country Music, she has sold more than one hundred million records and has starred in a wide range of movies. She has won eight Grammys and has been nominated for two Academy Awards, five Golden Globes and an Emmy.

dollypartonmusic.net

imaginationlibrary.com

dollywood.com

dixiestampede.com

piratesvoyage.com

facebook.com/DollyParton

twitter.com/Dolly_Parton
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