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The Protest of Romance

2016 – 2019
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§ 14
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Often, the great majority of people find the origin of his being from the shipwreckedness of chance and presumed accident in the work of nature. The accidentality defines all human beings and non-human beings because Nature operates in laws, not in plans. Being as an accidental property of an object is being without necessity, for an essential property is unknown and without definitional characterization of the object. Being accidental contrasts with an essential feature of our being. This discrepancy forces us to question our being with “who” and “why.” Soon, from the inability to deduce the reasons for our essential properties, we define ourselves ontologically insubstantial, void and meaningless. Yet, a belief in accidentality is a false premise itself that can neither be tested nor explained. To me, it is a deliberate omission of the process of coming-to-be with a categorical negative which is succinctly expressed, “it just happened.” Just happened? I am the last person to believe that a thing just happens. Nothing just happens. Nature constructed its law with strict deference to freedom for the actors within to behave with cause and intent to freely exercise its way, in the physical level, for the continuum of will. He is not thrown into a world. He is given the world in a way that it never has or will be. The substantiality of a being is to be created, not to be born with. All the beings in the world express their substantiality in one way or the other, not in-itself but for-itself. Yet, what is unique about conscious being is the existence of will which differentiates from reactive substance to proactive one. This makes a breakthrough possible.
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§ 2
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The virtue of human life as a free agent is in the default mode of negation and denial; the capacity to confront the present allows a reason to live for the changeable future; human is meaningful due to his volition or power to self-actualize and self-emancipate. Meaning of life must be created and never be searched for discovery. Those great poets and writers who committed suicide were simply defeated for the first time. And I praise all the beings who were lost but never defeated. I must demur lionizing the act of taking one’s life, in accord with Camus’ argument in L’Homme révolté, because all the sweetness about death dies together with his death; it is a confession of his completion as well as his limitations. After all, it is ultimately better to live than to die. The harrowing force of conquerors—let them be the theatre of the absurd, fear of totalitarianism or tyranny of the majority—shall never be successful to conquer the vigor of a living spirit that resists. Therefore, a living soul possesses an impugnable soul full of potency and gusto which remain always superlative and unconditionally meaningful at any moment. I alone rule my fate happy.
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§ 7
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A spirit of resistance is a sign of a vibrant life of strength and liberty. Holding a value, even if it be the most erroneous, is still meaningful itself, for the insurmountable infinity which makes a holding value seemingly insignificant cannot help but acknowledge the self-evident fact that it exists, against all the odds of being infinitesimal, like a twinkling star in darkness, and it has yet perished. Again, existing is value-making. As we are born in captivity, it is a matter of choosing between resistance and capitulation. At the climax, before rising to a guillotine where death grades a being, we must be worthy of ourselves. When the strength of character is tested, we ought to be able to smile.

The culpability of nihilistic murder must be tried. This is times in which philanthropy smothers millions of innocent minds with a bane of self-righteousness. People start to believe in their cherry-picking truths, perfectly knowing that their truths are imperfect but hating to accept the truth of others, and all conclude that truth, as well as meaning of life, do not exist. This is the age of negation and denial. Today, people are frustrated with the deceitfulness of the world and the absence of reliable truth. And they believe that the new murder, the imaginary murder, the silent murder, is justified, to themselves and others. We then become both nihilistic victims and murderers. We make ourselves distanced from reality as disinterested audience and do not doubt that our opinion is the strongest and the most unswerving. We are disappointed in which there is no higher principle guiding our lives, for we are hopelessly confused. Morality is defeated by the logic of power; there is no just man but a powerful man. We cannot believe in reason because we know very well that our behavior predates reason; we commit murder first and the reason why we did it later. We protest to the silence of the universe but, as our patience wears out, we too easily acquiesce to its silent refusal. At the encounter with the absurdity, we start to clamor, out of fear and infraction, but in silence, we are nervously cowed. Amid protestation, we find a particular truth that our existence is nothing but a will and everything else is just direction of the will. The resistant reasoning understands a revolt as a protester against the criminality of the universe—the crime of neglect and irresponsibility. To protest and revolt, we must exist because our existence is proof of its crime. Resisting, in this perspective, can be the preservation of the proof from the Criminal who wants to vindicate Itself by insufficiency of the evidence. But I thank the mercifulness of time and its containment of values in the take-all system in that deletable end which we submit our values as a crystal. How dreadful to imagine the unending creations, without a single morality, of all new births and new beings, to eternity! Because suicide and murder are packaged together before the existential judgment, our will to recreate ourselves as value-creators must be applied to others in the single package. This is to be said, ontologically, no human is above human (人上人不造) and no human is below human (人下人不造).

I fill a water-dropper, pour it into an inkstone and rub the surface with lampblack; I place my paperweight on the top and bottom and gently soak the tip of Chinese calligraphy-brush into the ink. Full-pressured and breathless motions across hanji with four bold characters:

(Resistism: resistentiam + -ismus).
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§ 51

[image: ]


Live existentially. This is the primary duty of all living things.

§ 40

Of many living creatures, human has been endowed with an unbearable gift named Free Will to think, believe, and rationalize what is true in his mind, which empowers himself with a power to liberate his action in one direction or the other, resulting the free action depended on the decision of free will. The action is either physical or metaphysical. But the action is meaningful only in negation. When an action is carried out by a free agent, the agent is the forbearer of his action, the totality of his action from its birth to termination, and moral responsibility. The autonomy of his thought carries the agency of accountability in his belief because a collection of beliefs and thoughts is the composition of what he is. By free will as faculty of free intellection and rationalization, no circumstances beyond control can deterministically harness an existential volition unfree and inauthentic, for a free will, as long as it is, is always capable and self-verifiable through metaphysical rejection and rebellion. It is the spirit of non-yielding. Free Will holds its worth by reserving the two options of yielding and unyielding—yielding can be either by will or unwill but non-yielding is necessarily by will—due to its indomitable character to resist against the force that subjects his being under possession and materiality of the creator. The end of Free Will is happiness by acceptance of what his choices have led under the limited conditions provided, bearing inherent worthiness from meaning in his existence.
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§ 29
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Humans are such beings whose subjectivity naturally defies enjoyment of pre-established things that act as a binding tyrant of unfreedom which they chose not. It is desirous to trade the autonomy of now for the fulfillment of the implacable demands of justice with a prolonged fortitude and defiance. Fortitude is an ability to sustain the will over a prolonged period without interruption. The resistant constantly challenges himself to the actualization of his capacity to resist in the face of unbearable predicament until it becomes bearable. The man never relies on scorn chances of externality for the revolutionary victory that makes anyhow better but only on the power of his soul. The extenuation of resistance is halted in distension of current punctuality, oblivious of future outcomes and past failure, as the necessity to resist is now, and the rhetoric of resisting changes from ‘need’ to ‘must.’ Although the resistance is born in the insufferable conditions as a reactionary mechanism to the lasting repression, its essence is proactive, inventive, and affirmative; a preventive measure of self-preservation whose vulnerability is exposed is unconsidered for because the sole purpose is perpetuating the will to the extremity at the cost of everything. An enmity and violence for the enemy are a low stance of resistance. Escalation to the high ideals of representing the total domination of his will is the highest pursuit of resistance. A resistance incapable without collectivity is an aggregation of minor forces that are contingent on the physicality of protesting materials. A
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