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Yes, the Victorians were hot indeed

[image: ]


[image: ]
I am glad we have finally realised that the Victorians, particularly the Victorian Gentleman, were hot. Those stiff collars and buttoned-up suits were gifts waiting to be unwrapped. A loose shirt revealing a little skin, trousers just teasingly tight – not too much though, always the right side of respectable – and a stern poker face not giving anything away, hiding secrets that we can only guess at. With their moustaches and nicely trimmed beards, they were the very picture of well-groomed elegance. Victorians of colour and all nationalities and trades, the rough and the smooth alike. Yes, Victorians were hot indeed.

Marc Almond

(Soft Cell frontman and Hotness Connoisseur)
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[image: A man with short messy hair looks directly ahead. He wears a dark coat over a shirt.]




Drop Dead Gorgeous
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There is something undeniably alluring

about the men in photographs of the Victorian and Edwardian eras. You might have spotted some in a junk shop, at an antiques fair, or even online. With their often neutral expression, you may have wondered what they were like and who they were. On a few occasions, you might have even been startled at how attractive the sitter is, saying to yourself, “Damn, he’s hot!” If you have ever experienced this, you’re in for a right treat.

When you think of the time when these gentlemen lived, you naturally think of an age of rigid frigidity and decorum. A time when properness, decency and morality were all-important and all-encompassing. Of course, there is truth in this, but could unfathomable hotness still be found in such stifling social constraints? You bet your hobnailed boots it can!

The fashions alone are enough to make modern hearts flutter: immaculately tailored suits, high-collared shirts, and cravats tied in such a complex way that you’d think it were an algebraic equation. And let’s not forget the facial hair – be it a distinguished moustache that furls elegantly at the tips or a full beard that looks as if it could whisper love sonnets aplenty, these chaps certainly knew the art of grooming.

And there is something to be said of the confidence often demonstrated in their poses. These chaps had a certain presence in their portraits – whether leaning casually against a chair, hand in pocket, or standing as proud as a peacock with a walking cane (purely for the rakish aesthetics, of course), they understood the importance of presentation.

Just look at those moody, sepia-toned shots of gentlemen staring intensely into the camera, eyes bright with latent passion. With the long exposure times of the age, it’s understandable that these chaps look a little stern, unsmiling, and serious, but this surely only adds to their mysterious appeal. Maybe if you brush off the layers of dust, go behind the closed drapes, and peek through keyholes, you’ll find that those living in the 19th and early 20th centuries were just as strong, sensual and hot as their modern-day counterparts.

Hot Victorians is a considered compendium of cuties for you to fall in love with. You’re cordially invited to flip through the pages and enjoy the gentlemen of days long since passed. Each photograph, and every gentleman, tells a story of a life – of individuality, perhaps adversity, and always beauty.

By celebrating the allure of these long-gone chaps, Hot Victorians aims to highlight an often-forgotten truth: history isn’t just about dates, events and notable figures – it’s about people from all walks, their lives, and their stories. One very clear thing is that, whatever the decade, the century and the country, people have always been people, with the same hopes, desires, successes, flaws and allure.

So, give the maid a day off, sit back with a nice porcelain cup of tea, pull back the drapes and imagine what dating these magnificent men might have been like.

[image: ]
[image: A group of men in suits and hats pose in rows outside a stone building. Some are seated while others stand under two archways.]



Hot Dads

Authoritative, with a roguish charm, these chaps exude hot daddy vibes. With a touch of silver to their temples and wisdom in their gaze, these zaddies prove that age only enhances their irresistible allure.

[image: A man with a short moustache and parted hair faces slightly right. He wears a buttoned coat over a collared shirt with a tie tucked into a patterned waistcoat.]
The Moody Military Man


Sir Peter Henry Scratchley (1835–1885)

Occupation: Military engineer and Special Commissioner for Great Britain, New Guinea

Born: Paris, France

Swipe if you like: Someone who looks perpetually peeved, but sexy with it



[image: ]
This Paris-born chap was the son of an English soldier. Taking career cues from dad, Scratchley attended the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, and then began his career as an officer in the Royal Engineers. In 1859, after serving in the Crimean War, Scratchley was made Captain, and sailed off to the Australian colonies. While there, Scratchley successfully designed forts, including naming one after himself in Newcastle, New South Wales. He retired in 1882, gathering a raft of titles and roles, including Major-General, Special Commissioner for Great Britain, New Guinea.

My ideal Sunday includes. . .

A walk in the woods. And you can bet your boots that I’ll insist on building us a fort whilst we’re there.

My love language is. . .

Defence. A Netflix-and-chill session is likely to turn into a reconnaissance of your home where I’ll identify all weak areas of security.

[image: Sir Peter Henry Scratchley sits with one hand in his lap. He wears a military-style jacket and trousers.]
The Kalamazoo Cutie


Name unknown

Born: Michigan, US

Swipe if you like: Magnificent moustaches, music and celery



[image: ]
Hailing from Kalamazoo (yes, it’s a real place), a city in the state of Michigan, this fine gentleman needs no cues for how to dress appropriately. With his pocket square fashioned into a three-point peak fold that echoes his wing tip collar, and well-manicured moustache, he is all about attention to detail.

Kalamazoo was once well known for its production of mandolins, cigars, paper, windmills and celery. So, it’s not out of the realms of possibility that this young man worked in one of these industries.

I’ll fall for you if. . .

You can make five non-boring dishes with celery as the main ingredient.

My idea of a perfect date is. . .

Most definitely a serenade of mandolins by moonlight. We’ll both be dressed to impress and share a dish comprised of the Victorian answer to avocado – celery.

[image: A man with a pocket square and a three-point folded cravat poses seated. He wears a striped suit, a wing collar shirt and has a neat moustache.]
Bearded Naval Officer


Name unknown

Born: UK

Swipe if you like: Beards and cowlicks



[image: ]
Based in Mumbai, India (then called Bombay), this British naval officer had his portrait taken during the 1890s. After the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, Mumbai became one of the Arabian Sea’s largest and most important seaports, so our handsome, bearded gentleman would have been quite active. He may well have been involved in the Royal Indian Marine, which consisted of over fifty vessels engaging in a wide range of tasks, from surveying and carrying troops, to police and revenue duties.

One thing you should know about me. . .

When it comes to travel, I am most adventurous. But with food, much less so. I’m afraid I’m the kind of guy who will drag you to the ends of the Earth looking for a decent English breakfast, despite being on holiday. From Bombay to Barcelona, I demand a fry-up.

My biggest strength is. . .

My navigational skills. I will always be able to help you find where you parked your car; your drunkard, errant friend at a music festival; and the nightclub toilets. Together, we can chart the seas of love with ease.

[image: A man with a full beard and short hair sits with both hands on his thighs. He wears a double-breasted uniform coat and faces slightly right.]
The Cute Canadian


Mr Chrysler

Occupation: Unknown

Born: Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Swipe if you like: High-society Canadians



[image: ]
This delightful image was taken in 1872 by William James Topley. Topley was an Ottawa-based photographer and businessman who rose to prominence in the early 1870s. He’s noted for his portrait photography of the upper echelons of Canadian society, including prime ministers Sir John A MacDonald and William Lyon Mackenzie King. This photograph is of a man identified only as ‘Mr Chrysler.’ Whoever he was, he was certainly a handsome Ottawan.

Ask me about. . .

My intense passion for beavers. I am very pro beaver tail for wallets and beaver fur for hats. I’m a big beaver lover.

[image: Mister Chrysler sits with one arm folded and the other resting across it. He wears a buttoned coat and tie, facing right.]
Boston Baby Blues


Name unknown

Born: Massachusetts, US

Swipe if you like: Big eyes, bow ties and Boston accents



[image: ]
This gentleman, with the most magnetic eyes, was photographed by A Marshall, a photographer based in Boston, Massachusetts in the 1860s and 1870s, when this cabinet card was created. An 1871 newspaper advertisement for the photography studio reads: ‘A visit to Marshall’s Rooms, 147 Tremont Street, and an examination of the specimens there exhibited, will show how tasteful and accurate is his work, and how attentive and painstaking he is to give entire satisfaction.’ If only every date could be described as such. But this young Bostonian certainly is a fine specimen. Dressed to impress, he lures us in with

My ideal Sunday would be. . .


[image: A man with wavy hair combed to the side wears a dark bow tie, light-coloured shirt and jacket. He looks straight ahead.]
The Corn-fed Casanova
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Dating me is like. . .


[image: A man with a thick moustache and short hair looks to the right. He wears a dark buttoned jacket with a patterned cravat.]
Love Shine a Light
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I’m looking for someone. . .


I’m overly competitive about. . .


[image: Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi sits with one hand resting on his thigh. He wears a dark coat, waistcoat, bow tie and shirt with turned-down collar.]
Psychoanalysis and Chill
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I’m looking for someone who. . .


Green flags I look for. . .


[image: Sigmund Freud faces slightly right with short parted hair and a full beard. He wears a dark suit jacket, a light shirt and a cravat tucked into a high collar.]
The Daydreamer
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I’m looking for. . .


My idea of a perfect date is. . .


[image: James Matthew Barrie rests his chin on one hand and looks slightly left. He wears a suit with a high-buttoned waistcoat and cravat.]
The Becoming Brooklynite
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You’ll win me over if. . .


Dating me is like. . .


[image: William George Alderton looks slightly right with short-styled hair and a curled moustache. He wears a suit jacket, shirt with high collar and tie.]
Smooth Operator
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Dating me is like. . .


[image: A man with short curly hair and a moustache faces forward. He wears a high-collared shirt, cravat and a three-piece suit.]
Edinburgh’s Finest
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If I were a drink. . .


You should date me if. . .


[image: A man with neatly styled hair and a curled moustache looks slightly left. He wears a buttoned suit jacket, high collar and cravat.]
The Ancient World Rocks Mine
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I go crazy for. . .


My idea of a perfect date would be. . .


[image: Henry Peters Gray looks slightly left with long wavy hair and a clean-shaven face. He wears a dark suit with a cravat and collared shirt.]
The Modernizer








[image: ]


My ideal weekend includes. . .


[image: Alfred Stieglitz looks slightly right with thick wavy hair and a full moustache. He wears a buttoned jacket, high collar and cravat.]
Father Time
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My best chat-up line is. . .


[image: A man with short combed hair and a moustache faces right. He wears a buttoned jacket, high-collared shirt and cravat.]
The Bold, Brave and Bearded Brightonian
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Truth or dare?. . .


[image: Edward Carpenter sits facing slightly left with a full beard and short parted hair. He wears a shirt with rolled sleeves and a dark necktie.]
On the Nose
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My controversial opinion is that. . .


[image: A man with short dark hair and a prominent nose sits in profile facing left. He wears a jacket, a light shirt and a cravat.]
The Fit, Fiery Farmer
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My simple pleasures. . .


[image: Marion Butler faces left with a full beard and styled hair. He wears a patterned tie, high collar and dark buttoned jacket.]
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