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Preface
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The Essence of God:

The Bible is God’s amazing story. The Bible shows us that God has a beautiful plan, not just to rescue us, but to make us more and more like Jesus Christ. When we believe that Jesus died for our sins and rose again, we become part of His “forever family”!

The more we learn about who He really is, the closer we grow to Him, the safer we feel in His love, and the stronger we become to live the adventure He has for us.
This is the beginning of Soren’s big journey. Across these ten books, Soren and Grandpa Eli will discover ten beautiful truths about God’s Essence: 
• Righteousness • Justice • Love • Sovereignty

• Eternal Life • Omniscience • Omnipresence

• Omnipotence • Immutability • Veracity

Join Soren and Grandpa Eli as they explore each of these treasures. Together they will learn that the more we understand who God is, the more we become like our Savior, Jesus. God wants to shape our hearts to reflect His character, to love like He loves, to be faithful like He is faithful, and to trust Him in every part of our lives. Are you ready for the adventure? Let’s begin!
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Soren loved his family’s old pocket watch. It belonged to his great-grandfather and had been passed down carefully from father to son for many years. The watch was shiny gold, ticked with a steady, comforting rhythm, and never seemed to have a single scratch.
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One quiet afternoon, Soren wandered into Grandpa Eli’s cozy library. The fire was crackling softly in the fireplace, and the room smelled of old books and warm wood. Soren walked over to the special shelf where the pocket watch was kept and carefully picked it up. He turned it over in his hands, admiring how it gleamed in the firelight.
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Grandpa Eli looked up from his book and smiled. “That watch always reminds me of something very important about God. God’s righteousness. Do you know what that means?”

Soren shook his head. “Do you mean God is shiny like this watch?”
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Grandpa chuckled. “It’s a little more than that. Righteousness means doing what’s right, fair, and good all the time, like being super honest, kind, and just, even when no one’s watching. God is righteous. He is right, fair, and good all the time. He always acts with total goodness and justice, without a single mistake or flaw. That’s not just something God does, it’s who He is. His righteousness is His very essence.” 
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Grandpa Eli ran his finger gently over the smooth glass of the watch. “The smooth glass and the perfect way the watch works, without any scratches, reminds me how everything God does is pure and whole. There’s nothing fake or broken in Him.”

Soren’s eyes widened. “Wow... that sounds really perfect.”

“It is,” Grandpa Eli nodded. “And because God is perfectly righteous, He sets the example for how we should live, like a loving coach who cheers us on to be our best selves. But here’s the amazing part: we can never be perfectly righteous on our own. That’s why we need Jesus. When we believe in Him, He freely gives us His perfect righteousness.”
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One rainy afternoon, Soren was supposed to be doing homework, but he snuck the watch out to look at it. He wound it too tightly and — crack — the glass face broke! A tiny piece even chipped off. The watch still worked, but it was no longer perfect.
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Soren’s stomach twisted. No one saw him. He could quietly put it back in the drawer and pretend nothing happened. 

He thought, “If I just act normal and keep being helpful, maybe no one will notice and still think I am the ‘good kid’ everyone thinks I am.” 

For a moment he felt relieved. His “good day” could stay good on the outside. But something inside felt wrong. The secret crack made his kindness feel fake, like he was only pretending to be good. 
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That evening Grandpa Eli noticed Soren was quiet. When Soren finally confessed what happened, Grandpa Eli didn’t get angry. Instead, he smiled gently and said, “Let’s talk about what this really means and about who God is.”  
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Grandpa Eli opened his Bible and told Soren the story of Boaz:

[image: ]“Long ago, a woman named Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi had lost everything. Their husbands had died, they had no home, and they were poor. 

Grab your Bible and look up Ruth 1:3-6
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In their culture, they needed a special person called a kinsman-redeemer, a close relative who had both the right and the willingness to buy back their land and take care of the family.  Boaz was that man. He was rich and powerful, and he chose to do what was right. 

Grab your Bible and look up Ruth 2:1-3
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He didn’t have to help Ruth and Naomi. He could have ignored their need. But Boaz had a good and upright heart. He treated them with kindness and fairness.  When Ruth went into his fields to pick up leftover grain so she and Naomi could eat, Boaz told his workers to protect her and let her gather as much as she needed. He even made sure she had water to drink and sent extra grain home with her so they would have plenty of food.

Grab your Bible and look up Ruth 2:4-9 and 14-16
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Later, Boaz bought back the land that belonged to Naomi’s family so they wouldn’t lose their home. He married Ruth, took care of her, and brought the whole broken family under his strong protection. He made sure they were safe, provided for, and no longer alone.

Grab your Bible and look up Ruth 3:10-13 and Ruth 4:8-15
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Boaz showed human righteousness. He did what was good and right when he saw a need. He gives us a picture of what righteousness looks like
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