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Exam focus

Glossary



British Thematic Study



How the Thematic Study will be examined



Overview of the Thematic Study

It covers a long time-span (about 1,000 years). It is about the history of Britain, not the wider world.

In this book we cover the Thematic Study:



	Britain: Migration, empires and the people: c790 to the present day.





Thematic studies focus on change and continuity over a long period of time:



	The study examines key developments which affected Britain – including social, political and economic developments.

	You will consider the significance of those different developments for people’s health or for who holds power.

	You will identify similarities and differences between periods.

	You will assess the amount of change and continuity across periods.

	You will consider the role of factors in causing or preventing change. Factors include: war, religion, government, economic resources, science and technology, ideas such as imperialism, Social Darwinism and civilisation, and the role of individuals.

	You will also use lots of sources and you will evaluate them for usefulness.








There are various key skills you will need for the Thematic Study
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There are four main question types in the Thematic Study

This will be Section A of your Paper 2. It is worth 44 marks in total. You will be asked the following types of question.



	How useful is this source? (8 marks)
You will be given a source and have to study both its content and provenance. You will have to use your own contextual knowledge to explain how useful the source is for understanding the period or topic.


	Explain the significance of … (8 marks)
You will be given a key event, person, group or development. You will need to identify and explain the importance of this both at the time and in a later period.


	Compare/in what ways are they similar or different? (8 marks)
You will be given two events, developments or individuals/groups – usually from different periods. You will need to identify the features of each and identify ways in which they are similar or different.


	Essay question on the role of factors (16 marks + 4 SPaG)
You will be pointed to one factor which caused or prevented change and will have to judge the importance of this factor in comparison to other factors you have studied. These factors could include war, religion, government, economic resources, science and technology, ideas such as imperialism, Social Darwinism and civilisation or the role of individuals. You will need to evaluate at least two factors and come to a judgement on which was more important.









How we help you develop your exam skills



	The Revision tasks help you build understanding and skills step by step. For example:
Role of factors helps you to identify the impact of the key factors.

Activities focused on comparing periods or events will help to structure your thinking about similarities and differences over time.

Flow chart activities will help you to understand the narrative of events and consider the links between them.

Improve the paragraph style activities will help you to develop your understanding of how to present your ideas for the exam.

Develop detail/explanation style activities will help you to improve your ability to explain impacts.


	The practice questions give you exam style questions.

	Exam focus on pages 45–47 gives you model answers for each question type.





Plus:

There are annotated model answers for every practice question online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.







Part 1 Conquered and conquerors



1.1 The Viking invasions



Key point

This Viking period of interacting with Britain started with piracy and plunder and ended with a North Sea empire ruled by a Dane – King Cnut.



There were many factors which impacted on migration and Britain’s dealings with the world 790–1560



	Religion: Vikings were heathens. Anglo-Saxons were Christian. Vikings made no attempt to convert Anglo-Saxons. Christianity was a unifying force for Anglo-Saxons. Normans made major reforms to the English Church – they replaced English bishops with Norman bishops and introduced the revolutionary gothic style of architecture for cathedrals.

	Government: Vikings ruled through the Danelaw. Alfred the Great created a new law code, written in Old English. The Normans created the Domesday Book to record the country’s wealth. They then used this to tax the population. New legal codes were written in Latin.

	Ideas: Europe had converted to Christianity during the early Middle Ages. From the tenth century, the popes were attempting to maintain the unity of Christendom. The feudal system subjugated Anglo-Saxons to Norman barons. Normans also introduce the chivalric code.

	Science and technology: Viking longships were cutting-edge technology and were used to explore new lands and to transport economic goods, treasure and slaves internationally.

	War: Viking longships were the height of modern weapons technology. The Normans introduced knights and over 500 castles.

	Economic resources: Vikings were excellent traders and enslavement was at the heart of this. Dublin was a major slave trade town. Doomsday Book was collated by the Normans to assess wealth and tax the people.

	Individuals: Alfred the Great led the Saxon resistance to the Vikings and defeated the Danish leader Guthrum, which resulted in many Vikings converting to Christianity. William the Conqueror successfully invaded England and controlled it by establishing a ruthless military and political regime.






TIP

These seven factors are a central part of this course as they affect change and continuity. These will be referred to throughout the book and are often interrelated – look for links between these through different time periods. See page 44 for an explanation of these factors. At the end of each chapter you will be asked to create your own table on these factors.



Vikings and Anglo-Saxons were very different



	During the Viking period, England was a divided land – the heptarchy – seven different kingdoms, which were often at war with each other. However, the kingdoms were united in that most people had Anglo-Saxon heritage and were Christian.

	Vikings were very different from the English. They were from Norway and Denmark and were heathens – non-Christians. They seemed to fear no one, looked very fierce and regarded death in war as glorious.

	As Vikings began to invade England from 792, many of the English believed the Vikings had been sent as a punishment from God.





Vikings invaded England to plunder and conquer



	The Vikings invaded England to gain wealth.


	They soon found that monasteries and churches contained many riches as many religious objects were made from gold. Rich and powerful English people would leave large donations of gold and precious objects at monasteries and in return the monks would pray for their souls.

	Monks could be sold as slaves – they were easy to capture as they did not fight back and were easily transportable in longships.






	England was an easy target because it was politically divided. If one area was well defended, the Vikings just attacked another looking for gold and slaves. Monasteries were easy to attack because they were undefended.

	The first Viking attack was in 793 at Lindisfarne in Northumbria at the monastery which was a shrine to St Cuthbert. Vikings then began to spread terror along the coast and inland as they invaded looking for more riches to plunder.

	After 865, the reason for Viking invasions changed – they wanted to conquer and colonise England to expand their trading routes, gain the prestige of an empire, and settle and farm in the fertile country.

	Vikings can be defined as an unregulated merchant warrior class.





The Danelaw kingdom was created as a result of the Viking conquest



	The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle details the landing of a Great Heathen Army in East Anglia and Northumbria in 865. This army was far greater than previous Viking invasions as they wanted to conquer and colonise an area of land.

	York (Jorvik) was used by the Vikings as a base from which to attack the Anglo-Saxon kings that surrounded them. It became the centre of Viking commerce and later the capital of the Danelaw kingdom.

	The Anglo-Saxon armies of Wessex and Mercia combined to defeat the Viking advance at Nottingham. To stop any further attacks the Mercians agreed to pay the Vikings to leave – the Danegeld. However, Vikings ignored this agreement and conquered Mercia in 874.

	Vikings from Norway and Denmark settled in the area they had conquered. This area was called Danelaw as it had mostly Danish migrants and was ruled by Danish law.

	Anglo-Saxons who lived in the Danelaw were not forced to change their religion and remained Christian.

	After a while Danes and Anglo-Saxons lived peacefully in Danelaw. There was intermarriage and a merging of Anglo-Dane cultures, laws, food and language. Common English words such as Wednesday, Thursday, skin and sky are Norse.
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A map showing the Danelaw after the treaty of Alfred and Guthrum in 879


Test yourself



	What was the Danelaw?

	Where was the first Viking attack on a monastery?

	Explain the term Danegeld.








TIP

Stop! Think! Plan!

There are 15 minutes of thinking and planning time built into the exam time – make sure you use them.




Practice question

Explain the significance of the Viking invasion on Britain. (8 marks)




Role of factors

Question 4 of your exam will ask you to explain the role of factors in causing an event. Write some sentences to explain how the following were factors in the Viking invasions. One is completed for you as an example.




	Factor
	Explanation





	Science and technology
	



	War
	



	Religion
	



	Economic resources
	










1.2 The Anglo-Saxons fight back against Viking rule


Alfred the Great led the English resistance



	The Danish empire in England expanded under Guthrum, the Danish king. The Vikings conquered the kingdoms of Northumbria (867), East Anglia (869) and much of Mercia by 877. Wessex remained the only Anglo-Saxon kingdom.

	Guthrum defeated King Alfred of Wessex at the battle of Chippenham. The Danes massacred most of the inhabitants of the town and Alfred went into hiding.

	While in hiding, Alfred was able to contact his top commanders, who organised a massive counterattack against Guthrum’s armies. The English won the battle of Edington in 878 and laid siege to Chippenham until the Danes surrendered.

	Upon surrender Guthrum and 29 of his commanders converted to Christianity. They were baptised at Alfred’s court and accepted Alfred as their godfather.

	Guthrum signed a peace treaty with Alfred, fixing the borders of the Danelaw territory with himself as king of East Anglia and Alfred as king of the rest of England.

	Alfred realised that the peace treaty was not enough to prevent further Viking invasions so he reorganised the army and built strong defensive fortresses – burhs – permanently guarded by well-trained soldiers. He also ordered the creation of an English navy.






Key point

As the Vikings did not impose any change of religion on English Christians this enabled Alfred the Great to use Christianity to help develop a unified English identity. This led to the English fighting back against Viking control.






	Alfred the Great, 849–899





	

	Alfred became king of Wessex after his brother Ethelred died in 871.

	He fought many battles with the Danes, eventually beating them in 878. The peace treaty split England between Alfred and Guthrum.

	Alfred and his wife Ealhswith had five children. Their son Edward became king after Alfred’s death.








	Guthrum, d. 890



	

	Guthrum was a skilled Viking warrior who was a leader of the Great Heathen Army that conquered much of eastern England.

	He lost to Alfred at the Battle of Edington in 878 and converted to Christianity in exchange for continuing as king of East Anglia.

	He became allies with Alfred and defended Alfred’s interests in East Anglia against any future attacks.










Alfred began the process of uniting England into one country



	Alfred managed to unite the Anglo-Saxons to fight for him by promoting himself as the defender of Christianity against heathens.

	After decades of anarchy in England, Alfred’s armies eventually managed to defeat the Vikings and even win back some territory from Danish control.

	Alfred wanted England to be a united country and his victories made this seem possible.

	Alfred is remembered as a wise ruler who introduced a new law code and schools to train priests and secular administrators (judges, etc.), and encouraged the nobles at court to study as well as fight.

	According to a commissioned biography by Bishop Asser, Alfred was a brave, resourceful and religious man who was generous to the Church and wanted to rule fairly.

	After Alfred’s death, his son Edward became king and continued to fight the Danes in England.





England was ruled as one country by the mid-tenth century



	Edward’s son Athelstan became the first king to control the whole of England, around 927. He defeated the Danes in the final large battle at Brunanburh in 937.

	Eric Bloodaxe remained the Danish king of Northumbria until he died in 954, after which all Danish warriors left England. Many second- or third-generation migrants remained to farm and trade.

	There were no further Viking raids for 25 years; however, by 980, they had returned. By 991, the English king Aethelred (The Unready) was paying vast sums in Danegeld to prevent Viking attacks.

	By this time the Danes had conquered part of northern France (that became Normandy) and were able to rest, restock and rearm there and prepare for the next raid a short distance away over the English Channel.

	Aethelred and his advisers secured a strategic marriage with the sister of Duke Richard II of Normandy. Emma of Normandy (see page 10) became the Queen of England in spring 1002.






Test yourself



	Give three examples of how Alfred ruled as king.

	Why did Aethelred, king of England, marry Emma of Normandy?

	Why did many Vikings stay when their warriors left?








Key individuals

Creating contact cards for the key individuals is a great way of organising your thoughts on how historical factors have affected individuals and how key individuals have affected historical factors.

Use this as your template to complete contact cards when asked to do so throughout the book.




	 
	Key individual: Alfred the Great





	War
	 



	Religion
	 



	Government
	 



	Economic resources
	 



	Science and technology
	 



	Ideas
	 








Key events

Complete the flow chart to summarise how England became one country.




	First Viking raid 792
	 
	 
	 
	927 England is united





	Vikings attack Lindisfarne in Northumbria
	 
	 
	 
	Athelstan is the first king to control the whole of England








Practice question

Explain the significance of Alfred the Great to Anglo-Saxon England. (8 marks)




TIP

Anglo-Saxon names are very confusing and difficult to spell so make sure that you practise. Make flashcards – this can be done using Quizlet.






1.3 King Cnut, Emma of Normandy and the North Sea Empire



Key point

The intermarriage of King Cnut and Emma of Normandy helped to consolidate and strengthen his power base.



The St Brice’s Day Massacre led to Viking revenge and Cnut of Denmark became king of England



	By 1002, Aethelred was still plagued by Viking raids. He decided to act and ordered a massacre of all Danes living in English territory. Historians are unclear about exactly what Aethelred meant by this as there were large numbers of Danes and people of Viking descent who had settled in England by then so it would have been impossible to kill them all. However, it is clear that many Danes were murdered on 13 November 1002 following Aethelred’s order. It was St Brice’s Day.

	Aethelred’s nickname ‘The Unready’ really means ‘ill advised’ in Old English.

	Those murdered in the St Brice’s Day Massacre probably included the sister of Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard (Gunhilde). Her husband, Pallig Tokesen, a Dane who had been made the Earl of Devon by Aethelred, was probably also murdered.

	In revenge, Sweyn led Viking attacks on England. By 1013 Aethelred and his sons had fled the country and Sweyn became king of England.

	Sweyn ruled England for only a few weeks before he died. His son Cnut succeeded him but faced a few years of fighting against Aethelred, who had returned to England, before he could declare himself king of England in 1016 after Aethelred’s death.





Cnut the Great and Emma of Normandy ruled England, which became part of the North Sea Empire, for 19 years



	The English, led by Edmund Ironside, and the Danes, led by Cnut, fought many battles and the land ended up being split between the two leaders. After a three-year fight for kingship, Cnut ruled England for 19 years. It was generally a time of peace and prosperity.

	Cnut’s law code was issued in 1020 – as a result, Viking pillaging stopped and Danish warriors were sent back to Denmark by 1020.

	To cement his rule, Cnut married Emma of Normandy, the widow of King Aethelred. This helped to legitimise his rule as she was the Queen of England.

	Cnut organised the country well and established earldoms which he asked reliable Anglo-Saxons to control. One of these earls, Godwin, was the father of the future King Harold II.

	Cnut was also very careful to treat Church leaders well and had good relations with the Pope in Rome. He visited Rome in 1027 and negotiated reduced payments for English travellers to Rome and created new English archbishops. Cnut rebuilt and repaired all churches that had been damaged by the Vikings.

	Cnut believed in the Danelaw, the authority of the Church and the divine right to rule.

	He arranged for his daughter to marry the Holy Roman Emperor’s (Conrad II) son and for his sister to marry the Duke of Normandy. This opened up relations and created alliances, which were useful for his rule in the future.

	Cnut succeeded his brother as King of Denmark in 1018, then he conquered Norway in 1028. His empire of England, Denmark and Norway is known as the North Sea Empire, which Cnut ruled peacefully for nearly 20 years. This greatly increased political and economic trade between Scandinavia, Britain and Europe, resulting in greater prosperity.








	Cnut the Great, 995–1035 ✔
	Emma of Normandy, c.985–1052 ✗





	


	As a son of Sweyn Forkbeard, King of Denmark, Cnut was chosen as King of England after Sweyn’s death.

	He was Christian, like most Danes of the time.

	He became king of the North Sea Empire in 1028 after conquering Norway.

	His rule was peaceful and prosperous.





	

	Emma was the sister of Duke Richard II of Normandy. They were great-great-grandchildren of Rollo, the Viking who became the first ruler of Normandy in the early tenth century.

	Emma was a devout Christian and was strongly committed to helping the Church.

	In 1002 she married King Aethelred of England. They had three children, including Edward, who ruled as King of England from 1042 to 1066.

	In 1017 she married King Cnut of England. They had two children, including Harthacnut, who ruled as King of England from 1040 to 1042.

	Emma therefore was crowned Queen of England twice and was mother to two more English kings.










Emma of Normandy played a leading role in England as queen and mother



	Emma of Normandy was Queen of England when married to Aethelred. She was then Queen of England again and also Queen of Denmark and Norway when she was married to Cnut. She was the mother of two kings of England – Harthacnut (1040–42), then Edward (1042–66).

	For 50 years Emma was an influential figure in English society and politics. She had her own land centred around Winchester, which was the royal seat of Wessex with a cathedral and Saxon royal treasury.

	During the reign of Cnut she played a more active role in ruling England alongside her husband and he often took her advice.

	She was strongly committed to the Church and had connections with leading priests such as Stigand, who became Archbishop of Canterbury under her son Edward.

	When Cnut died in 1035, his son Harold Harefoot (from his first wife) became King of England. Harthacnut, his son with Emma, became King of Denmark and Emma worked hard to gain the throne of England for him as well.






Practice question

Question 1 in your exam will ask you to assess the usefulness (utility) of a source for a given purpose. For example:

How useful is Source A to an historian studying the Viking invasions of England? Explain your answer using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (8 marks)
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SOURCE A The Battle of Assandun, England, on 18 October 1016, manuscript illustration showing King Edmund II (died November 1016) in full armour charging Cnut the Great (c.995–1035). The English are on the left, the Danes are on the right





	When Harold Harefoot died in 1040, Harthacnut became King of England until his unexpected death in 1042. He was the last Dane to rule England.

	Emma’s position and influence were so great that her son with Aethelred, Edward, succeeded his half-brother. He was King of England until 1066.






Test yourself



	Was the St Brice’s Day Massacre a success or a failure? Explain why.

	Give three examples of how Cnut ruled as king.








Key individuals

Complete contact cards to show the significance of Cnut and Emma of Normandy (one for each).




	 
	Cnut/Emma of Normandy





	War
	 



	Religion
	 



	Government
	 



	Economic resources
	 



	Science and technology
	 



	Ideas
	 








Develop the detail

The diagram below gives reasons for Viking invasions of England. Add supporting detail.
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TIP

Structure: two paragraphs.

For utility questions, you need to identify two important points made or shown in the source and explain why they are useful, with evidence. Structure your answer in two paragraphs, one discussing each point.






1.4 A Norman kingdom and ‘Angevin Empire’


After the Norman Conquest of 1066 England became part of an Angevin Empire and was ruled by French families – the Normans, the Angevins and the Plantagenets



	Duke William of Normandy believed that King Edward of England had promised him the English throne. He also had a bloodline claim as Emma of Normandy’s great-nephew. When Edward died in 1066, his brother-in-law, Harold Godwinson, became king. William decided to try to take the throne by force. He invaded England and defeated Harold at the Battle of Hastings.

	William therefore became King William I of England as well as Duke of Normandy and spent his time between his two realms.

	William dealt harshly with Anglo-Saxon uprisings and strengthened royal control by building more than 500 castles to maintain Norman interests. Laws were now written in Latin, not English.

	When William died, England and Normandy were divided between his sons, but his third son, Henry I, reunited the two in 1106. Henry I named his daughter Matilda as his successor, but when he died in 1135 she was challenged by her cousin, Stephen. Their dispute became known as ‘the Anarchy’ because of the lawlessness and civil war that engulfed England.

	Matilda was married to Geoffrey, Count of Anjou, a large region of France. He managed to seize control of Normandy while fighting continued in England. Stephen negotiated with Matilda and Geoffrey to remain King of England until he died, then their son, Henry of Anjou, would replace Stephen.

	The Counts of Anjou were known as the Angevins, so in 1154 Henry II became the first Angevin King of England as well as ruling Normandy, Anjou and Aquitaine in France.

	During this period, many French people migrated to England. As with the Vikings before them, their customs and aspects of language became integrated with those of the English and developed an Anglo-Norman identity.






Key point

England became part of a large empire which included part of France between 1066 and 1199 but much of the land in France was lost by King John.



Henry II expanded the Angevin Empire to become the largest dominion of any English king after the invasion of Ireland in 1171



	Asserting control throughout the Angevin Empire was difficult because it was so large. England was particularly hard because of the years of anarchy. However, Henry II managed to restore royal authority by increasing finances and reorganising the justice system.

	Ireland was a collection of small kingdoms with one high king ruling over them all. It was a Christian country, but unlike the Angevin Empire, it was independent of the Pope. In 1155, Pope Adrian IV (who was English) gave Henry II the authority of the Church to take over Ireland.

	Henry II invaded Ireland in 1171 and went on to conquer areas that had previously been controlled by a Welsh-Norman lord, Richard ‘Strongbow’ de Clare.

	Henry stayed in Ireland for six months building castles to ensure Angevin control, but Irish lords fought back. In 1175, Henry signed the Treaty of Windsor with the High King of Ireland, Rory O’Conner, who agreed to pay homage to the King of England. Henry became feudal overlord of about three-quarters of Ireland. He directly owned and ruled the rest of it – known as ‘The Pale’. In 1177, Henry named his youngest son John as Lord of Ireland.





The actions of King John reduced the size of the Angevin Empire as he lost large areas of land in France



	When Richard I, eldest surviving son of Henry II, went to fight in the Third Crusade, his younger brother John plotted with Philip II, King of France, to divide the Angevin Empire between them. This attempt failed when Richard returned.

	Philip II turned on John after he became king on Richard’s death in 1199 and invaded Normandy, but John managed to drive him out.

	John’s actions then led to further war with France. He refused to pay homage to Philip as his overlord and he married Isabelle of Angoulême, who had been promised to a powerful Frenchman who appealed to Philip for help. Philip then inflicted successive defeats on English armies until they were pushed out of Normandy in 1204.

	John was forced to sign the Great Charter (Magna Carta), which limited royal power, in 1215. English barons were tired of John’s loss of France, his scheming and his high war taxes.

	John signed the charter only to buy time to raise forces to destroy the rebel barons. The rebels then invited Prince Louis of France to invade England in 1216 to help them. Louis’ army invaded and forced John into retreat.

	After John’s death in 1216, the English were led by William Marshal, acting as regent for John’s nine-year-old son, Henry III. 1215–17 was a crucial time in the development of an English national identity – although the hated John was gone, the French were an occupying army and the English rallied against a common enemy.








	Henry II, 1133–89





	

	Henry was born and raised in France and became Count of Anjou and ruler of Normandy after the death of his father, Geoffrey, in c.1150.

	His marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine in 1151 added the large French region of Aquitaine to his empire.

	He became King of England in 1154 and invaded Ireland in 1171 to try to establish Angevin authority there.

	An incredibly hard-working and energetic man, he split his time between all the lands he ruled, though he spent most time in France (approximately 21 years out of 35) as that was his largest territory.








	King John, 1166/67–1216



	

	John was the youngest surviving son of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine.

	He became king in 1199 when his elder brother, Richard I, died.

	John is regarded as a poor ruler. His reign is famous for the limits of royal power imposed through the Great Charter (the Magna Carta).

	John’s actions led to frequent wars with France and the loss of Normandy to the French king Philip II.











Test yourself



	Explain how migration affected England during this period.

	Give three examples of how Henry II expanded the Angevin Empire.

	Explain why the empire reduced in size under King John.








Key events

Complete the blank boxes to show your knowledge of important events during this period.




	Battle of Hastings 1066
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Death of King John 1216





	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 








Key individuals

Create contact cards for King Henry II and King John




Practice question

Explain the significance of Henry II’s empire in the development of Anglo-Irish relations. (8 marks)




TIP

You may find less information on some factors during their reign; however, these are still important. It is often the case that major reforms/developments had taken place in previous periods and there was less change and more continuity of previous policy/economic/ religious and scientific developments.






1.5 The birth of English identity: The Hundred Years War and its impact on England’s development


The Hundred Years War was an attempt by English kings to regain land in France



	Henry III (1216–72) tried to regain the authority of the crown in England. His son Edward I (1272–1307) largely did this and attempted to control Wales (with some success) and conquer Scotland (with little success). However, his son Edward II (1307–1327) was a weak and deeply unpopular king. He gave up on his attempted conquest of Scotland and desperately wanted to keep hold of the only remaining lands in France – Aquitaine. To do this he sent his wife to pay homage to the French king.

	Edward III wanted to recapture the prestige that had been lost by his father by regaining land in France.

	When Philip VI of France confiscated Aquitaine in 1337 and expected Edward III to pay homage, Edward chose war. This was the start of a huge period of conflict between England and France, known as the Hundred Years War.






Key point

The Hundred Years War was a period of conflict between England and France that led to England finally losing all the Angevin Empire, except for Calais, but its victories of small English armies over large French ones did help give birth to an English identity.



During the period of war, England won key battles but failed to hold on to land in France



	The Battle of Crecy (1346):


	Edward III sailed to Normandy with 15,000 men in 1346. The Battle at Crecy was a stunning victory for the English over Philip VI’s larger army. Edward chose the perfect location and used longbows and cannon to beat the French.

	As a result of the battle the French could not help Calais, which England won in 1347. Calais was ruled by England’s king for the next 200 years.  






	The Battle of Poitiers (1356):


	Led by Edward III’s son, Edward the Black Prince, the Battle of Poitiers was another spectacular victory for the English and a humiliating defeat for France as King John II and his son were both captured.  

	Although French knights had improved their armour to protect against longbows, the archers simply aimed at the horses and the English infantry massacred the knights as their armour was too heavy.






	The Battle of Agincourt (1415):


	Edward III won land in France, but decades of political instability in England followed his death and France retook many English gains.

	In 1413 Edward’s great-grandson, Henry V, was crowned at the age of 29 and immediately planned to invade France with 6,000 men to reclaim his family’s land. Henry was a great strategist and secured some quick victories, and in October 1415 he marched on Calais.

	French forces outnumbered them by four to one when they met outside the village of Agincourt.

	The French were confident of victory. But Henry was a skilled battlefield commander and kept his men at a distance from the French, which allowed his archers to devastate the French cavalry (who got stuck in the mud) with their longbows.










The Hundred Years War had an impact on ‘Englishness’ as it led to the birth of English identity and England’s future development as Angevin lands were lost for ever



	The apex of English rule over France was the capture of Paris, which the English held from 1415 until Henry V’s death in 1422. Henry forced the French king to accept him as his lawful heir.

	However, once Henry V had died, the English found it hard to hold on to France. They were defeated at the siege of Orleans in 1429 by Charles VII, whose army was led by Joan of Arc. Then Charles VII successfully united the French against the English, who were beaten in the final battle of the Hundred Years War in 1453 at the Battle of Castillon. This time the French had mastered new military technology – artillery – which they used to break the English charge.

	The Hundred Years War was pivotal in forging an English identity, however:


	The victories of Edward III and especially Henry V’s victory at Agincourt saw a small army of all social classes beat a much larger force. Many saw this as a miracle and large crowds gathered in London for the victory parade.

	During the Hundred Years War, for the first time since the Norman Conquest, England was ruled by kings who spoke and wrote in English as their first language rather than French. English has been the language of government in England ever since.

	To many in England, the seemingly impossible victories also made it appear that God was on their side. As such, it gave the English a sense of destiny and played a central role in shaping English identity in centuries to come.











Test yourself



	In your opinion, who won the Hundred Years War?

	When was the Battle of Agincourt?

	Why might the Hundred Years War be seen as a major factor in creating an English identity? Give three examples.








Topic summary

Complete the table, giving reasons for the Hundred Years War in the left column and the key consequences of the Hundred Years War in the right column.




	Reasons for the Hundred Years War
	Consequences of the Hundred Years War





	 
	 








Change and continuity tables

Complete the factors table and change & continuity table for Part 1 Conquered and conquerors. See page 44 for how to create this table.




Practice question

Explain the significance of the Hundred Years War in Britain. (8 marks)




TIP

When answering ‘significance’ questions you should consider two points in depth. For this question, for example, you could consider developments in warfare and in English identity. Write a paragraph on each.
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