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  The New Real was first performed at The Other Place in Stratford-upon-Avon on 3 October 2024, produced by the Royal Shakespeare Company in association with Headlong. The cast was as follows:


  
    
      	
        KENNETH HELMS/JUSTIN

      

      	

      	
        Daon Broni

      
    


    
      	
        NATALIA BEZBORODKO

      

      	

      	
        Edyta Budnik

      
    


    
      	
        OLEG SOGOLYEV

      

      	

      	
        Ziggy Heath

      
    


    
      	
        PETR LUTSEVIC

      

      	

      	
        Roderick Hill

      
    


    
      	
        LIUDMILLA BEZBORODKO

      

      	

      	
        Patrycja Kujawska

      
    


    
      	
        RACHEL MOSS

      

      	

      	
        Martina Laird

      
    


    
      	
        CARO WHEELER

      

      	

      	
        Jodie Mcnee

      
    


    
      	
        LARRY YEATES

      

      	

      	
        Lloyd Owen

      
    


    
      	
        LEONID ZHUDOV

      

      	

      	
        Sergo Vares

      
    

  


  All other parts played by members of the company


  
    
      	
        Director

      

      	

      	
        Holly Race Roughan

      
    


    
      	
        Set & Costume Designer

      

      	

      	
        Alex Lowde

      
    


    
      	
        Lighting Designer

      

      	

      	
        Joshie Harriette

      
    


    
      	
        Composer

      

      	

      	
        Monika Dalach Sayers

      
    


    
      	
        Sound Designer

      

      	

      	
        Max Perryment

      
    


    
      	
        Movement Director

      

      	

      	
        Michela Meazza

      
    


    
      	
        Video Designer

      

      	

      	
        Luke Halls

      
    


    
      	
        Dramaturg

      

      	

      	
        Chris Campbell

      
    


    
      	
        Casting Director

      

      	

      	
        Matthew Dewsbury CDG

      
    


    
      	
        Dialect Coach

      

      	

      	
        Aundrea Fudge

      
    


    
      	
        Associate Video Designer

      

      	

      	
        Zakk Hein

      
    


    
      	
        Assistant Director

      

      	

      	
        Masha Kevinovna

      
    


    
      	
        Translator

      

      	

      	
        Dr Mirela Ivanova

      
    


    
      	
        Production Manager

      

      	

      	
        Kurt Moores

      
    


    
      	
        Costume Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Christina Tomei

      
    


    
      	
        Props Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Alison Tanqueray

      
    


    
      	
        Company Manager

      

      	

      	
        David Percival

      
    


    
      	
        Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Annette Waldie

      
    


    
      	
        Deputy Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Emma Cook

      
    


    
      	
        Assistant Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Alex Jaouen

      
    


    
      	
        Producer

      

      	

      	
        Joe Rose

      
    

  


  
    
  


  


  Characters


  KENNETH HELMS, 3537


  RACHEL MOSS, 3952


  LARRY YEATES, 4861


  LIUDMILLA BEZBORODKO, 3846


  CARO WHEELER, 2941


  PETR LUTSEVIC, 4555


  OLEG SOGOLYEV, 2036


  NATALIA BEZBORODKO, 1834


  LEONID SERGEYEVICH ZHUDOV, 3858


  NATTY, Rachels secretary, twenties


  A BIG GUY in a suit


  SASHA, early twenties


  TASKA, mid-twenties


  AN ORTHODOX PRIEST


  A FEMALE AMERICAN WAITER, twenties


  CHAIR of Electoral Commission


  A FEMALE SIGNER, early twenties


  AN AMERICAN LATE SHOW HOST


  A MALE AIRLINE LOUNGE ANNOUNCER, late twenties


  A FEMALE AIRLINE LOUNGE STEWARD, twenties


  JUSTIN, forties, a reputation brand manager


  A FEMALE EUROPEAN WAITER, twenties


  A BODYGUARD


  A MALE WAITER in Smoky Petes, twenties


  
    
  


  


  Scene One


  2009. JUSTIN, British, in his thirties. A PowerPoint presentation. JUSTIN’s company is called Brand Your Land.


  JUSTIN. Okay, imagine this. Everyone’s a brand.


  If they’re not branding themself, then someone else is doing it for them.


  Your brand is what they say about you when you leave the room.


  As with a person, so with a country. Including yours.


  Three basic principles.


  Nothing’s neutral. Everything’s supporting your brand or undermining it. Your airport baggage lounge. The colour of your passport. The street names in your capital. The music in your hotel lounge.


  Don’t lie. Your brand must be a viable commodity. Do people really think ‘The Norway of North Africa’ is going to work for Libya?


  But you can say something true by saying something new. Estonia: not Baltic, Nordic.


  Well, they invented Skype. Who knew?


  But accept the irony. Your country is distinct, unique. But everyone agrees about the six preferables:


  (As if on the screen.) An efficient airline.


  An attractive coastline


  Bad luck, Hungary.


  An appealing national cuisine.


  Top tip: call it ‘street food’.


  Recognised as fair and just.


  Gay-friendly.


  And, naturally, sorry Scots –


  Good weather.


  So we asked people all across the world what they thought of you. And there’s many positives. Skiing. Churches. Your famous song festival. Low-price alcohol. Beautiful women. But some of those positives are also negatives. Drunkenness and prostitution.


  But the main problem is your past.


  The rotting factories. The smokestack industries. The crumbling monuments.


  Which brings us to my five dichotomies.


  Traditional Transforming.


  Strange Normal.


  Closed Open.


  Backward Forward.


  Old and New.


  And we had a go.


  ‘Open for business.’


  ‘This is what normal looks like.’


  ‘Europe starts here.’


  But finally, we think the best:


  ‘At the heart of Europe. A land on song.’


  Applause.


  LARRY appears with fairly rough luggage.


  LARRY. So where the hell am I?


  The brand scene disappears.


  Scene Two


  2010. A workers’ café. Early morning. A table. A young woman WAITER. Popped-up folky music. LARRY has just been delivered here from his plane. He has been met here by OLEG, now twenty-eight, sitting at a table. On the table is a bottle and three glasses.


  OLEG. Ah, Mr Yeates.


  LARRY. Yes.


  The WAITER goes out. OLEG shakes LARRY’s hand.


  OLEG. You have good flight?


  LARRY. I have a long flight.


  OLEG. Now you will like breakfast.


  LARRY. Well, they gave me something / on the plane –


  OLEG. A proper national breakfast, in the favourite restaurant of Candidate Lutsevic.


  The WAITER is bringing in a plate of sinister white food.


  LARRY (looks around ). Oh, yeah?


  OLEG. This is one reason he will meet you here. Have some fungal brandy.


  LARRY (looks at his watch). Uh…


  The WAITER puts down the food.


  WAITER. It is our most famous national drink. Magic with Seven-Up.


  LARRY has a sip.


  LARRY. You don’t say. And this is – ?


  WAITER. It is cow stomach lining cooked with goose fat.


  LARRY. Ah. You know…


  WAITER. It is great national favourite also.


  She goes and stands against the wall.


  LARRY. Just like the music.


  OLEG signals the WAITER to turn off the music. She does so and returns to the same place, as:


  You’re not eating?


  OLEG. I breakfast at home.


  LARRY. Smart move.


  He tries a tiny bit. Poking at another bit.


  What’s this?


  OLEG. The goose fat. In South Carolina, I once eat grits. Now, before the candidate arrive –


  LARRY. – you tell me who you are.


  OLEG. I am Oleg Sogolyev. I am adviser to Mr Petr Lutsevic, the leading opposition candidate in our upcoming presidential election. We hire you – on your own suggestion – to advise us how to strip the bark off President Liudmilla Bezborodko.


  LARRY. Who was in charge when the economy went south. And said some ill-judged things at Davos and is slipping in the polls.


  OLEG. Just so.


  LARRY. And whose daughter tried to copyright the Sunflower Revolution?


  OLEG. Natalia. And drive round Kosice in a big Merc as a consequence.


  LARRY takes out a notebook and writes.


  In fact, I meet her once in US university.


  LARRY. What was she doing?


  OLEG. Playing the trumpet. Falling in love.


  LARRY. With you?


  OLEG. Your country. Free market, enterprise and I think free love. The national brand is her idea.


  LARRY (the breakfast). A good idea?


  OLEG. Well, we are told to build an Olympic velodrome and to enter the Eurovision Song Contest. They do not promote the stomach lining in


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  


  DAVID EDGAR


  The New Real is David Edgars tenth new play to be produced by the Royal Shakespeare Company, and his fourth to be premiered at The Other Place. His original plays for the company are Destiny (winner of the John Whiting Award), Maydays (winner of the Plays and Players Best Play Award), Pentecost (winner of the Evening Standard Best Play Award), The Prisoners Dilemma and Written on the Heart. His adaptations for the company are The Jail Diary of Albie Sachs, Nicholas Nickleby (Society of West End Theatres and Tony Best Play Awards), Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and A Christmas Carol. He is an honorary associate artist of the company.


  His other theatre plays include Death Story, Mary Barnes, Arthur & George (Birmingham Rep); Wreckers (7:84); Our Own People (Pirate Jenny); Teendreams (with Susan Todd, Monstrous Regiment); Entertaining Strangers (1985, Dorchester Community Play and National Theatre); A Time to Keep (with Stephanie Dale, Dorchester Community Play); That Summer (Hampstead Theatre); The Shape of the Table, Albert Speer, Playing with Fire (National Theatre); Daughters of the Revolution and Mothers Against (Oregon Shakespeare Festival/Berkeley Rep); Testing the Echo (Out of Joint); Black Tulips (part of The Great Game, Tricycle Theatre); If Only (Chichester Festival Theatre), a solo show Trying it On (Warwick Arts Centre, Other Place, Royal Court, Traverse and tour) and Here in America (Orange Tree).


  David Edgar has translated Brechts Galileo (Birmingham Rep), Mother Courage (Shakespeare Festival, Stratford Ontario), and Ibsens The Master Builder (Chichester Festival Theatre). Many of his stage plays have been broadcast on television and radio; his original television plays include Vote for Them (with Neil Grant), Buying a Landslide and Citizen Locke and his original radio plays are Ecclesiastes, A Movie Starring Me, Talking to Mars, The Secret Parts, Brave Faces and Something Wrong about the Mouth. He wrote the film Lady Jane.


  He wrote How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books) and co-wrote The Little Black Book of National Populism (with Jon Bloomfield). He founded Britains first MA in Playwriting Studies at the University of Birmingham in 1989. In 2023, he received an Outstanding Contribution Award from the Writers Guild of Great Britain, of which he was President from 2007 to 2013.


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  The New Real first published in Great Britain in 2024 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


  This ebook first published 2024


  The New Real copyright  2024 Goodwrite Enterprises Ltd


  David Edgar has asserted his moral right to be identified as the author of this work


  Cover image: photographs by Hugo Glendinning; art direction by RSC Visual Communications


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London

  Printed in the UK by Mimeo Ltd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6XX


  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


  ISBN 978 1 83904 370 3 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 819 3 (ebook editon)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, Level 1, 213 Clarence Street, Sydney NSW 2000, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  United States and Canada: Alan Brodie Representation, see details below


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (including by amateur stock companies in the USA and Canada) should be addressed to Alan Brodie Representation, 14 The Barbon Buildings, Red Lion Square, London, WC1R 4QH, email abr@alanbrodie.com


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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