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FROM THE AUTHOR

These messages were originally posted on my blog in 2012, and I received such a wonderful response from them. I have continued to write devotionals in the years since then, but always return to the roots of this handful of messages, the simple truth that we can talk to God, just as we are, and He will hear us and answer. He isn’t far away, but Emmanuel, God with us. We have only to open our hearts and believe it.


Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not (Jer 33:3).
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"God, it's dark in here. If I could just reach the switch ..."

"The light's already on, Suzanne."

"It is? Then why can't I see anything?"

"You're blocking the light."

"I am? How am I doing that?"

"Well, for starters you're standing too far off. Come closer."

"But God, if I come closer, then You'll see my mistakes."

"What mistakes?"

"Well, You remember ... The other day when I got so angry."

"You did? I'm sorry. I've forgotten."

"Oh. But we talked about it. I told you I ..."

"Did you ask me for forgiveness?"

"Yes."

"No wonder I don't remember. Here, take my hand. I'll guide you." (Is 43:25)

"Gee, this is great. I think I can see you now. But what's that huge shadow?" 

"That's the object you placed between us."

"Wow. I did that?"

"Yes."

"How do I move it? It's awfully heavy."

"Here, I'll do it. There, how's that?"

"That's perfect! Wow, God, it's so much nicer up here, quiet and peaceful. Hey, look! I can see my feet now!"

"Why don't you stand here by Me from now on? I like to look at you."

"Great idea. Thanks, God. You're the best."
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This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all (1Jn 1:5).
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"Suzanne?”

"Suzanne!"

"OH, HEY, GOD. SORRY I CAN'T HEAR YOU. IT'S NOISY IN HERE."

"Why don't you turn some of that off?"

"WHAT?"

"I said, ‘Why don't you turn some of that off?’"

"I'D TURN SOME OF THIS OFF, BUT THERE'S SO MUCH LEFT TO DO!"

"I'd really like to talk to you, Suzanne."

"WAIT, I THINK I CAN WRAP THIS UP IN A MINUTE. JUST ONE SEC!"

"Wow. Hey, God? You still there? I've got a minute now ... God?"

"Yes, Suzanne?"

"Oh, whew. I thought I'd lost You."

"I'm always right here."

"It was kinda hard to hear You over that racket."

"I could tell."

"What did You want to talk to me about?"

"I love you."

"Well, I love You, too. Did You need something?"

"No, I just wanted to spend time together."

"Oh. I guess I was busy."

"I'd be glad to take care of that for you."

"Really?"

"Yes."

"Wow, that'll save me tons of time and effort. It was gettin' hard to control everything at once."

"Suzanne?"

"Yes, God?"

"You do remember My yoke is easy and My burden is light?" (Mt 11:30)

"Oh, yeah. You said that. Didn't You?"

"Mmhmm."

"Does that mean I didn't need all that stuff?"

"That's exactly what it means."

"Gee, I'm sorry, God. Can You ever forgive me?"

"I always do."
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And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice (1Ki 19:11-12).
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"Pssst. Hey, God."

"What is it, Suzanne?"

"Can You hear me? I don't want to talk too loud."

"I can hear you just fine. But why are you whispering?"

"Well, because I'm afraid again."

"No need to be afraid."

"But there's something scary over there, and it might get me."

"Did you get dressed like I told you to?"

"Get dressed?"

"Yes, I left you that armor with a set of instructions."

"Oh, right! Yeah, I forgot about that. But God?"

"Yes, Suzanne?"

"What if those fiery darts come right at me?"

"They will."

"But ... but ... that's SCARY."

"Hold up your shield."

"Oh. Right."

"And use your sword."

"You mean this one?"

"That's the one. It's more powerful than what you're facing. That's why I gave it to you."

"Well, that makes sense. I'm sorry, God, that I set it down again. God?"

"Yes?"

"My head hurts. There's all this weight on it."

"That's worry. It never fits right, so take it off and put on your helmet instead, and Suzanne?"

"Yes?"

"Your shoes."

"Those over there?"

"Yes, you'd better put them on too."

"Oh yeah. I probably shouldn't have taken those off. But I was really mad at Joe."

"Maybe you should have prayed for Joe instead of getting angry."

"Yeah, You're right. You're always right. God?"

"Yes, Suzanne."

"Forgive me, and I pray for Joe. He's hurting right now. He didn't mean to yell at me."

"I know."

"God, you know what?"

"What, Suzanne?"

"It's not so scary with You here."
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Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints (Eph 6:16-18).
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Whistling.

"Hey, Suzanne."

"Oh, hey, Sarah. What's up?"

"How can you just stand there?"

"Stand where? Here?"

"Yeah. Can't you see all the stuff going on around you?"

"Oh that. Yeah, but I'm not concerned about any of that."

"NOT CONCERNED? But the government, and the unemployment rate, and the national debt. And what about the ELECTION?? They said on the news ..."

"Those people on the news don't know anything. I have an inside source."

"An inside source? Who?"

"God."

"Seriously? God?"

"Yep. He and I were talking today, and He said it wouldn't come near me."

"Not come near you? But it's all around you, on every side! There's all this stuff that happened last night and there's more coming today."

"But He's put me up here on this Rock, and I'm safe." (Ps 40:2)

"A Rock? How will that keep you safe? What about the flu? That's going around."

"I'm safe from that too."

"How can you be SO sure?"

"Well, for one thing God is REALLY big. He's way bigger than any of that stuff. And He's REALLY powerful too. Besides, all I have to do when I start to fear is crawl under His wings and He protects me."

"I wish I could be as strong as you. How'd you get so strong?"

"One step at a time. That's for sure. But with each step, I held onto His hand and He guided me. Plus, we talk a lot, every day. I tell Him what's bothering me, and He tells me He's taking care of it."

"Can ... can I do that?"

"Of course."

"I'm going to try. Hey, God? It's me, Sarah. Can we talk?"

"I'd love to, Sarah ..."
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He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  (2)  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.  (3)  Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.  (4)  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.  (5)  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;  (6)  Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.  (7)  A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.  (8)  Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.  (9)  Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;  (10)  There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.  (11)  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.  (12)  They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  (13)  Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.  (14)  Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.  (15)  He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.  (16)  With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation (Ps 91:1-16).
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