
  


  


  
    
      “Forget what the world will say . . . ;
    


    
      think your best thoughts, speak your

      best words, do your best works.”
    


    
      —Susan B. Anthony
    


    
      “I would unite with anybody to do right
    


    
      and with nobody to do wrong.”
    


    
      —Frederick Douglass
    

  


  
    
      Suzanne Slade
    


    
      Illustrated byNicole Tadgell
    

  


  


  
    
      With love to Georganne, my sister and close friend—S. S.

      For Lara—N. T.
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      and Communications Director at the National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House,
    


    
      for their invaluable expertise and advice.
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      No one thought Susan and Frederick would

      become friends.
    

  


  


  
    
      Susan B. Anthony was born in a two-story home with polished

      wood floors.
    


    
      Frederick Douglass was born in a one-room cabin with floors

      made of clay.
    


    
      Susan’s parents taught her to read before she started school.

      Frederick secretly taught himself to read because slaves

      weren’t allowed to go to school.
    


    
      Susan spent her days helping her mother—baking, sewing,

      and gardening.

      Frederick spent his days obeying his master—chopping,

      plowing, and planting.
    

  


  
    
      When Susan and Frederick were growing up, America was

      growing up, too. And this young country had some strange ideas

      about friendship.
    


    
      It wasn’t proper for women to be friends with men.

      You weren’t supposed to be friends with someone whose skin

      was a different color than yours.
    


    
      But Susan and Frederick knew these ideas were wrong.

      And when they grew up, they helped America grow up, too.
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