
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            	
            Intimate Partner Violence and 
               
Advocate Response
            

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            The Anthropology of Well-Being

            
            Individual, Community, Society

            
         

         
         
            

            
            Series Editor:
            

            
            Ben G. Blount, PhD (SocioEcological Informatics)
            
  
            

            
            

            

            
         

         
         
         
            

            
            Mission Statement

            
            
            Well-being is central and important in people’s daily lives and life history. This
               book series brings about understanding of what the complex concepts of well-being
               include. The concepts of quality of life, life satisfaction, and happiness will be
               explored and viewed at the individual level, the community level, and the level of
               society. The series encourages and promotes research into the concept of well-being,
               how it appears to be defined culturally, and how it is utilized across levels and
               across different social, economic, and ethnic groups. Understandings of how well-being
               promotes stability and resilience will also be critical to advances in understanding,
               as well as how well-being can be implemented as a goal in resisting vulnerabilities
               and in adaptation. Series books include monographs and edited collections by a range
               of academics, from rising scholars to experts in relevant fields. 
            

            
         

         
         

            	
            Advisory Board Members

            
            Steven Jacob, Judith Freidenberg, Kathleen Galvin, Carlos Garcia-Quijano, 
               
Cynthia Isenhour, and Richard Pollnac
            

            
         

         
         
         

            	
            Titles in the Series

            
         

         
         
         
            
            Intimate Partner Violence and Advocate Response: Redefining Love in Western Belize by Melissa A. Beske
            

            
            Contemporary Conversations on Immigration in the United States: the View from Prince
                  George’s County, Maryland by Judith Noemí Freidenberg
            

            
            
         

         
         
      

      
         
         
            	
            Intimate Partner Violence and 
               
Advocate Response
            

            

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            Redefining Love in Western Belize

            

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            Melissa A. Beske

            

            

            

            
         

         
         
         

         
         
         
            
            LEXINGTON BOOKS

            	
            Lanham • Boulder • New York • London

            
         

         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            	
            Published by Lexington Books

            	
            An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

            	
            4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706

            	
            www.rowman.com

            	

            	
            Unit A, Whitacre Mews, 26-34 Stannary Street, London SE11 4AB

            	

            	
            Copyright © 2016 by Lexington Books

            	

            
            Chapter 2 was reprinted with permission from ABC-CLIO, INC.

            

            	
            
               		All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical
               means, including information storage
               		and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by
               a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.
               	
            

            	

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

            	

            	
            Names: Beske, Melissa, author.

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            Title: Intimate partner violence and advocate response : redefining love in 
               Western Belize / Melissa Beske.
            

            
            Description: Lanham : Lexington Books, [2016] | Series: Anthropology of 
               well-being: individual, community, society | Includes bibliographical 
               references and index.
            

            
            Identifiers: LCCN 2016000218 (print) | LCCN 2016008836 (ebook) | ISBN 
               9781498503600 (cloth : alk. paper) ISBN 9781498503624 (Electronic)
            
 
         

         
         
         
            	
            Subjects: LCSH: Intimate partner violence--Belize. | Intimate partner 
               violence--Belize--Prevention.
            

            	
            Classification: LCC HV6626.23.B42 B47 2016 (print) | LCC HV6626.23.B42 
               (ebook) | DDC 362.82/92097282--dc23
            

            
         

         
         
         
            	
            
               		TM
               		The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National
               Standard for Information Sciences Permanence of Paper for 
               		Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.
               	
            

            	

            	
            Printed in the United States of America

            
         

         
      

      
         
         
            
            This book is dedicated to the activists of Women at Work/Women Empowering Each Other,
               who have accomplished unbelievable feats, and in loving memory of my mother, Jayne,
               with deep gratitude for her always believing in me.
            

            

            
         

         
      

   
      List of Figures

      
      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 0.1

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Districts of Belize

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  xvi

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 1.1

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  Overlooking San Ignacio

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  20

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 4.1

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  Big Rock Falls

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  69

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 7.1

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  “Equality Empowers” Mural

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  127

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 7.2

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Mary Open Doors Office

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  129

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 7.3

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  The March Against Violence

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  136

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Fig. 8.1

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  Sunset in Caye Caulker

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  153

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
      

      

      
      
   
      List of Tables

      
      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 1.1

                  
               
               
               	
                  Tabular Summary of Listed IPV Prevalence Rates

                  
               
               
               	
                  7

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 1.2

                  
               
               
               	
                  IPV Prevalence in Cayo by Type of Abuse

                  
               
               
               	
                  21

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Tables 2.1 and 2.2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Opinions on Gendered Roles and Statuses

                  
               
               
               	
                  29

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 2.3

                  
               
               
               	
                  Gendered Roles in IPV by Type of Abuse

                  
               
               
               	
                  39

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 3.1

                  
               
               
               	
                  IPV Incidence by Ethnicity

                  
               
               
               	
                  56

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 3.2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Opinions on Gendered Roles and Statuses by Ethnicity

                  
               
               
               	
                  58

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 3.3

                  
               
               
               	
                  IPV Perceptions and Experience by Ethnicity and Gender

                  
               
               
               	
                  59

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table 3.4

                  
               
               
               	
                  Creole vs. Mestizo Overall IPV Perception, Prevalence, and Reporting

                  
               
               
               	
                  60

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.1

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Gender

                  
               
               
               	
                  169

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Ethnicity

                  
               
               
               	
                  169

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.3

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Age

                  
               
               
               	
                  170

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.4

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Relationship Status

                  
               
               
               	
                  170

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.5

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Employment Status

                  
               
               
               	
                  171

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.6

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Educational Level

                  
               
               
               	
                  171

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Table A.7

                  
               
               
               	
                  Respondent Religious Preference

                  
               
               
               	
                  172

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
      

      

      
      

      
      
   
      Acknowledgments

      
      
       This manuscript would not have been possible without the guidance and support of
         many key mentors, institutions, and friends. My greatest debt regarding the writing
         of the original dissertation that formed its foundation goes to my former advisor
         at Tulane University, Shanshan Du, for her unwavering support of my work and firm
         belief that it needed to become a book. She is the best mentor I could have ever imagined,
         offering exceptional guidance for both my scholarship and personal well-being every
         step of the way. My other committee members, William Balée and Judith Maxwell, also
         provided invaluable feedback for optimizing my text. In addition, Stephen Selka and
         Cyleste Collins proffered many helpful suggestions in this project’s formative stages,
         and for that, I am very grateful. Furthermore, I would like to extend my gratitude
         to Jennifer Wies, Hillary Haldane, Karin Friederic, Sameena Mulla, and Laura McClusky—and
         all others with whom I’ve presented my research numerous times at conferences throughout
         the last decade—as their insights have contributed much to my thought processes throughout
         my ongoing work in Cayo.
      

      
       Next, I am eternally grateful to all of those in Belize who have made this research
         possible—Anna Silva and Marilyn Greig who moved mountains with Mary Open Doors, Melissa
         Jenkins and Icilda Humes formerly of the Women’s Department, Judith Alpuche of the
         Ministry of Human Development, Dolly Witz of the Belize Family Life Association, Tershia
         Lambrechts and the astounding women who commenced the Belmopan International Women’s
         Group, the hardworking staff at Cornerstone Foundation and ProBelize, and those of
         the Belize Valley Archaeological Reconnaissance Project who paved the way for me to
         fall in love with Belize in the first place. I would also like to thank Yolanda Guerra,
         Mareli Bedran, and later the entire Greig clan for welcoming me as family. Gratitude
         also goes to violist extraordinaire Felix Hernandez, for teaching me to play the violin
         while living in San Ignacio—which greatly enhanced my experience. Most importantly,
         my heart is forever indebted to the women of Women at Work (now Women Empowering Each
         Other)—Sandra, Therese, Terry, Beatrice, Ruth, Elsa, Shelly, Chicki, and all others
         who have joined us for various stages along the way; these empowered souls have epitomized
         what it means to be a support group, and their friendship is what has kept me going
         though both the most joyous and difficult times of this study. 
      

      
       In addition, were it not for several key American institutions and professionals,
         this work would not have been possible. My editor, Amy King of Lexington Books, has
         offered remarkably professional and thoughtful guidance for the construction of this
         book, and I am so very thankful to her for support in this project. Next, I am grateful
         to the Tulane Department of Anthropology, Roger Thayer Stone Center for Latin American
         Studies, and The Murphy Institute-Center for Ethics and Public Affairs for each funding
         various stages of the research and writing process. I would particularly like to express
         my gratitude to Margaret Keenan, assistant director of the Center for Ethics and Public
         Affairs, for her kind guidance and sensibility. I am further appreciative of The Louisiana
         Board of Regents, Newcomb College Center for Research on Women at Tulane, and the
         Society for Applied Anthropology for recognizing the contributions of my work. My
         gratitude also goes to Laura Massa, chair of the History and Humanities Department
         at Palmer Trinity School, for her enthusiasm regarding the merits of interdisciplinary
         collaboration and engaged scholarly pursuits, as well as her support in the endeavor
         of bringing this book to fruition. 
      

      
       Finally, of great significance in facilitating this manuscript is the support of
         my friends and loved ones who have believed in me and assisted me in so many immeasurable
         ways. My family has been such a source of strength and inspiration for me as long
         as I have existed, and I could have never completed this endeavor were it not for
         their support. I am extraordinarily thankful to my parents (Alan and Jayne Beske),
         sisters (Heather Beske and Shannon Grice), brother-in-law (Bill Grice), and nephews
         (Connor and Hunter Grice) for always believing in me. Although my mother heartbreakingly
         did not live to see the manuscript’s completion, her compassion infuses its pages,
         and it is lovingly devoted to her memory. In addition, there are many others who deserve
         recognition for keeping me in high spirits throughout the various stages of the writing
         process, and among them I would especially like to thank Tulane peers Anne Titelbaum
         and Diane Davies who motivated me to reach my early writing goals; Palmer Trinity
         colleagues Ariel Cabrera, Gina Papineau, Anderson Stewart, and Bob Barry for keeping
         me smiling during my later phases; and dear friends Brittany Price and Katelyn Sutcliffe
         for offering much humor throughout the entire process. Last, but certainly not least,
         from the bottom of my heart I wish to thank my partner, Scott Erdmann, for being such
         an incredible dad to our cats Dante and Darwin, for supporting me so steadfastly,
         and for bringing so much joy to my life.
      

      
       

      An earlier version of chapter 2 was published in 2012 as “Chapter 22-Assimilating
         Adversity: Gender, Family, and the Cultural Normalization of Intimate Partner Violence
         in Western Belize,” in Violence and Abuse in Society: Understanding a Global Crisis, Volume Four: Faces of
            Intimate Partner Violence, edited by Angela Browne-Miller, pp. 387–402 (Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, ABC-CLIO.)
         This material was republished with permission from ABC-CLIO.
      

      
       

      
      The Districts of Belize.

         Source: Melissa A. Beske.
         

      

      
   
      Chapter 1

      Introduction

      
         
         
         
         
      

      
      
         In the beginning, Gabriel was sweet to Adela. He would walk her home from her work
            as a nanny each day in San Ignacio, and often he would bring her gifts. Adela was
            just twenty years old and living with her sister-in-law. She was tired of her father
            being violent with her and her mother so she had fled her parents’ home, and she believed
            she would be much safer here. Gabriel was thirty-one and a handsome and doting suitor.
            Adela built her dreams upon his promises that they would get married and raise many
            children together. She had faith that her future would be full of love and happiness—surely
            much easier than her mother’s life had been.
         

         
         It wasn’t long before Gabriel started drinking and became very jealous and controlling.
            He soon determined what Adela could wear, where she could go, and to whom she could
            speak. Adela grew fearful of Gabriel because his actions were unpredictable. Sometimes
            he would yell or even slap her when she least expected it, so when he took her across
            the border from Belize into Guatemala when she was just twenty-one, she did not argue
            with him. On the way to their destination, Gabriel (who was drunk at the time) swerved
            their car into a tree, and Adela felt her back crack. She had suffered a spinal injury,
            but rather than taking her to the hospital, Gabriel took Adela to an inn where they
            would live for the next several months—where she would be trapped as a prisoner with
            little food or water, while Gabriel padlocked her inside the room each day as he worked
            smuggling drugs back and forth across the border.
         

         
         The innkeeper feared for Adela’s safety and took pity on her. He began slipping her
            extra food through the window. Upon learning of the innkeeper’s actions, Gabriel went
            into a fury. When he got home that night, after consuming nearly a liter of rum, he
            shoved the bed against the door behind him to cement it shut. With flaming eyes and
            the veins of his neck seeming as if they were about to rupture, Gabriel threw Adela
            against the wall. “Now you will pay me for what you did!” he bellowed, as he punched
            her swiftly in the chin. This move would permanently disfigure her face. Then, with
            his hand to her throat, he slammed her against the wall as he raped her. Adela was
            sure she would die at that moment.
         

         
         Adela survived, but this was just the first attack of many which she would endure
            at the hands of her partner. After several months in Guatemala, he brought her back
            to Belize, and not long after that she was pregnant with their first child. Soon Gabriel
            began to bring other women home. Claiming all women were promiscuous, he frequently
            berated Adela and accused her of being unfaithful, although she rarely left the house
            or interacted with others. On one occasion, he yelled at her that the baby in her
            belly was not his own. Then he shocked her with a broken electrical cord and kicked
            her into the burning stove which seared the flesh off both of her hands. The neighbors
            saw it happen, but no one intervened. Though she was desperately in need of medical
            attention, Adela could not seek medical care. Gabriel told her that if she went to
            the hospital or told the police, he would kill her.
         

         
         Twice she tried to escape from him—once before she was pregnant and once after—but
            both times he followed her. Each time he found her he scolded her for leaving, but
            then he would soften his tone and seem so calm and kind again. He would make promises
            to change. If she fled to her parents’ home, he would come and make these assurances
            to them as well, and with their encouragement, she would go back to him.
         

         
         Despite Gabriel’s promises, the beatings continued—almost on a daily basis. If dinner
            was not ready and warm when he got home from work, he threw it against the wall and
            slapped her. If the babies cried, he lashed her with belt buckles, often knocking
            the children to the floor. When her sister fell ill with malaria and she left the
            house to attend her bedside, he pounded her with a broomstick upon her return. Her
            parents tried to intervene at first, but Gabriel threatened to murder them. Eventually,
            her family turned a gun on her and said she brought them too much trouble. Her mom
            told her, “You don mek yu bed haad, yu gwine lie enna. Yu betta bee glad ih kyaa nof fi luk pahn
               yu” (You’ve made your bed hard, now you must lie in it. You should be glad he cares
            enough to watch over/take care of you), and they refused to offer any further assistance.
         

         
         With no one else to help her, Adela began to fight back slowly on her own. One night
            when she was twenty-six, Gabriel reached home from work while she was talking to a
            male neighbor about a sewing project she was completing for his wife. Suspecting the
            conversation Adela was having with the neighbor to be an indication she was having
            an affair, he grabbed her arm to yank her away from the neighbor and into the house,
            where he then tried to slash her stomach with his machete. Adela pushed back at him,
            slicing the knife into Gabriel’s hand. With a hefty grunt, he swung the blade of the
            machete just inches above her head. As she clutched their screaming infant to her
            chest, Gabriel threatened to split both her and the child in two. Instead of being
            frozen in terror, however, as she had been many times before, this time Adela screamed,
            “Go ahead—do it! I’m not afraid of you anymore! You are not a man!” Stunned, Gabriel
            flung his machete into the wall and stormed away. This would be a turning point.
         

         
         Adela left Gabriel for the third time, but this time he didn’t go after her—at least,
            not at first. She had been saving the money earned with her sewing projects, and she
            bought a one room house for herself and her, then, five children (all of whom were
            fathered by Gabriel). While there, she worked on rebuilding her relationship with
            her parents, and she even formed a strong friendship with a kind woman from her church.
            Adela felt this woman to be a welcome change from most fellow churchgoers, who merely
            shunned her for her inability to “keep her man.” Despite their criticisms, Adela gained
            great strength during this time of solitude, and she even attempted to obtain a judicial
            protection order to keep Gabriel at bay. Unfortunately, it was never granted because
            he refused to accept his summons and never attended court. Eventually, however, the
            social stigma became too great. Adela’s mother convinced her to return to Gabriel
            because “una mujer debe quedarse con su hombre” ([Spanish] a woman must stay with her man).
         

         
         By age twenty-eight, things were worse for Adela than they had ever been before. Now
            having six children with Gabriel and many mouths to feed, Gabriel spent all of their
            money on alcohol and other women. When he would come home with empty pockets, he would
            beat her and say that she had spent too much. He demanded she work as a prostitute
            to bolster the family earnings, but she refused. This catalyzed a fight which led
            to Gabriel attempting to stab Adela with a garden hoe, during which he ripped the
            baby from her arms and hurled the child against the wall. When Adela called the police,
            they locked Gabriel up overnight. This would be their last confrontation.
         

         
         The next day, when Gabriel returned home and went straight to bed, Adela’s body was
            still shaking from years of fear and anger and grief. She raised the machete above
            Gabriel’s throat and was ready to sever his head from his body so that he could never
            hurt her again. Instead, she stopped herself, reflecting on how much she cared for
            him despite all that he had done. He must love her, too, she thought, for him to care
            so much what she did. “If ih noh beat mi, ih noh lov mi” (if he doesn’t beat me, he doesn’t love me), she muttered to herself, “yo debo . . . junto con mi hombre . . . ” ([Spanish] I must . . . together with my man . . . ). Adela had dozed off by the
            time Gabriel awoke, at which point he grabbed a few of his possessions, slipped out
            the front door, and caught the bus to Benque Viejo—never to return to her again.
         

         
         By twenty-nine, Adela was again on her own and working three jobs to support herself
            and her six children. With the assistance and encouragement from a concerned neighbor,
            Adela finally obtained a legal
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