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  A Note from the Publisher


At first, a fake muse rarely feels fake. It feels like a concerned friend. It feels like the one person who understands why we are tired, why we are angry, why we should put the work down for just one more night. Then one night becomes ten while our manuscript waits, untouched. The parasitic voice calms our worry and tells us it’s okay to set the work aside a little longer. It silences our restless need to create, tranquilizes the ache that gnaws at us when we are not answering our own voice. For a while, the silence feels like relief. We call the silence peace. That is when the fake muse settles in, and the thing that promised to inspire us begins to feed. 
If anyone has ever made you feel chosen, needed, guilty, brilliant, ashamed, and exhausted all at once, that disorientation is part of the spell of a fake muse. It’s meant to confuse you and sow doubt. They want you to think you imagined it all, that perhaps you are being unfair. Maybe this is just what friendship, loyalty, ambition, or sacrifice requires. Lean into that doubt and let it breathe. Your doubt is not weakness. It’s the first thin glimmer of freedom in the story that has been holding you captive. You are standing at the edge of recognition.
This issue is about the fake muses in our lives: the forces that pretend to guide us while separating us from our own voice. We think of muses as inspiring creation, but fake muses feed on the creator. They thrive wherever truth is treated as negotiable and every event can be twisted into a narrative that serves whoever benefits from the lie.
The cover, by Kyra Starr, is inspired by The Devil card in tarot. It represents bondage, unhealthy attachment, obsession, manipulation, fear, shame, and being trapped by something that has more power over us than it should. The face on the cover is left unfinished because the viewer is meant to complete it. We all see a different devil. We all have a different fake muse.
I know the face I see. A few years ago, I got caught up in an emotionally abusive friendship. I had already fought my way clear of an abusive marriage, so I thought I was too aware, too savvy, to fall into another trap. I believed, falsely, that abuse only happens in romantic relationships. I thought I would recognize the danger the next time. I didn’t realize that harm can arrive smiling, praising my work, and asking for trust. I was not prepared for a friendship that consumed me and called it care.
In hindsight, it’s obvious what was happening. The signposts were clear. This false friend systematically isolated me from my social networks and demanded I spend hours of my day talking to them alone. They would invent false emergencies when I told them I was too busy, so I would wind up answering their calls even when I didn’t have the time. They cajoled me into telling them my most sensitive secrets, things I was ashamed of, my fears. They got me to send them hundreds of dollars on luxury gifts. They used emotional blackmail whenever I needed to put my husband and children first. They tried to make me complicit in things I didn’t believe in. Friends and family tried to warn me, but I was already too isolated. I had stepped into the trap.
Today, I can tell you I escaped that particular devil, not because I was smarter than the trap, but because the trap finally showed me what it was costing me. Not only money or time, but the part of me that still knew how to create without fear. I had begun to check their emotional weather before I checked my own feelings. I had begun to measure my day by whether I had answered, helped, explained, apologized, and jumped through enough daily hoops. That is not inspiration. It’s extraction.
I’ve tried to warn others as others tried to warn me, but like me, they are also too far entangled to see the prison for what it is… yet. That yet is the key to freedom.
We live in a time when corruption, lies, cruelty, and chaos are disguised as necessity, loyalty, or care, but we always have yet. The pattern is the same whether it happens in a friendship, a family, an institution, a country, or a culture: isolate the target, distort the truth, drain the will, and call it support.
Some of you reading this will see your own devil on this cover and remember your own prisons. There are those who want to rob us of our joy, our pride, our accomplishments, our talents, and our time. We may fall into the trap for a while, lulled by false compliments, isolated by whispering gossip, and made to feel as if there is no escape… yet. Tyrants and bullies live in terror of yet.
History can be altered, twisted, and erased, but no tyrant has ruled forever. We can be tricked, but truth has a way of breaking free of constraints. Prisons do fall, secrets are brought to light, and corruption is exposed. Things can, and likely will, get even darker… but we always have yet. We always have hope.
Hope is free. It does not discriminate based on the color of our skin, our level of education, our sexual orientation, our net worth, or our religion. It does not go out of season. The devils we face are temporary, but hope is forever. It rises in us every day: like the dawn, like the moon, like the inevitable tide that topples those who believe climbing requires stepping upon another. Hope tells us we are not done yet.
But yet has two sides. It requires us to be aware and refuse to let our fake muses poison us. It requires us to look at this cover, into the empty space where a face should be, and dare to see our own fake muse. Name your devil. List the lies it has told you. Refuse to feed it any more of your time and talent.
This is how we fight fake muses. We name the thing that has been feeding on us. We stop mistaking depletion for devotion. We remember our strength. We pick up our pens. We write the truth.
[image: ]
A Note for Readers
Psychological and emotional abuse can happen in any relationship: romantic, familial, professional, creative, or friendship. If this piece stirred recognition for you, please know that confusion, self-doubt, isolation, and exhaustion are often part of the pattern. You are not overreacting, and you do not have to sort it out alone.
For information about emotional abuse and options for support, you can visit thehotline.org. For resources outside the United States, the NO MORE Global Directory at nomoredirectory.org can help you find local support services. If you are in immediate danger, contact emergency services in your area from a safe phone or device. 
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Telepath by Akua Lezli Hope (Gnashing Teeth Publishing, 2026) masterfully gives us many ways to experience what it would be like to have the gift of knowing the thoughts and feelings that others hide inside or even who is calling, from The Bill Collectors: “We always knew before the phone rang / who was calling if we knew the person / and we knew when we didn’t know”.  Different poetry forms beautifully flow words on the page, showing us how a gift can bring maddening loneliness or wonderful companionship. Along with fantastic poetry taking us on a speculative journey Hope has jewels sprinkled thoughtfully throughout the collection, like what the word means in other languages, from Irish: “for mind reader is léitheoir intinne (reader of the mind)” and micro-acrostics: blocks of letters that read the same line after line as they do in columns:
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Ghost Confessions by John Shirley (Jackanapes Press, 2025) begins with Three Sonnets of the Weird, three skillfully rhyming dark confessions, from Sonnet 1: “He shares the crowded house that is my skull, / The only guest who does not dissipate. / The others fade as if a daydreamed trull, / But he sojourns and always watching, waits.” Shirley infuses poetry with his well-known storytelling skills to take us on an excursion through shadow lands of the living, dead and things in between, from Two Demons and a Bird: “Two demons stand on a glassy pane / gazing down at the mortal drain / the world where humans congregate / and where our troubles aggregate”. This collection is a master class in how to use rhyme to weave music into each piece. Read and enjoy, poets should re-read and study. This is how rhyming poetry is done.


Linda D. Addison is a six-time recipient of the HWA Bram Stoker Award®, and HWA Lifetime Achievement Award as well as SFPA Grand Master of Fantastic Poetry. Her poetry and fiction has been published in numerous anthologies and magazines, she has been the poetry editor of Space & Time magazine since 1999. 
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