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This book is dedicated
to all those believers who seem to always do or say the wrong
things. May they take courage from reading about the apostle Peter
in this book, who seemed to excel in doing or saying the wrong
thing! And yet The Lord Jesus still chose him to lead His ministry
after His work on earth was completed, because He never gave up on
Peter, as is true for all of us also! For God’s promise to His own
is always as we read at Deuteronomy 31:8:

"The Lord is the one
who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed."
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INTRODUCTION

 If the apostle Peter had been in his last year of
university, he most likely would have been voted as the student
least likely to succeed! If there is one apostle who always seemed
to put his foot in his mouth more times than naught, it was the
apostle Peter! And yet God used this uneducated fisherman mightily,
turning him into a preacher of the gospel, in spite of all Peter’s
faults, for the simple reason that all God is looking for from any
human being is an available vessel that He can use for His glory,
and Peter turned out to be such a vessel!

So let us look
at the life of the apostle Peter, as God portrays him in His word,
and see what we can learn from what God was able to achieve through
him, in spite of his faults. For the reality is that God is not
looking for perfect people to serve him as part of His family, but
imperfect people that He can, by His grace and power, turn into
people that in the end of one’s journey on earth will be as perfect
as His precious Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

While this is
not an exhaustive look at the life of the apostle Peter, it will be
found to be a fresh look, noting all the important points relating
to his life and ministry, as an apostle, chief spokesman, part of
The Lord Jesus’ inner circle, and then leader of those left on
earth to carry on the ministry, after The Lord Jesus had returned
to Heaven again in the ascension!

What should
also be noted here is that there is an Addenda at the back of the
book with five sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief exposition
of the four ages of time, for those who might not be familiar with
this information. In Addendum B, we have the two separate comings
from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for those
who might not be familiar with this information either. Then in
Addendum C, we have a presentation regarding the religion known as
Judaism, including the sect of the Pharisees. In Addendum D, we
have a presentation regarding the relation between apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and shepherd/teachers to elders in a local
church. And then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the
gospel, which is the good news that God has given in His word
regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any reader who might
not have as yet this vital personal relationship with God, through
faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine. This book, and all the author’s books,
are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all
major distribution channels. And please keep in mind that ALL the
author’s books are BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people
and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a
prophetic standpoint!

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















“…Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John;
you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated
Peter).”

John 1:42 in part







CHAPTER
ONE

Peter’s two encounters with God’s Son,
before The Lord Jesus called him into the ministry as an
apostle!

Peter’s FIRST
encounter with God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

We need to
start our account of the life of Peter where God starts speaking of
him, which is immediately after The Lord Jesus started His public
ministry, which began with His being baptized by John the Baptist
in the Jordan river, noting for instance what we read at Mark
1:9-11, “[9] In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] Immediately coming up out
of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a
dove descending upon Him; [11] and a voice came out of the heavens:
"You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased."”

Because John
the Baptist is the one who baptized The Lord Jesus, then we can
pick up the account of what he was led of God to testify at John
1:32-34, where we read, “[32] John testified saying, "I have seen
the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon
Him. [33] I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in
water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and
remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy
Spirit.' [34] I myself have seen, and have testified that this is
the Son of God."

Since John the
Baptist had his own disciples who were following him at that time,
we then read what happened next, which now also brings PETER into
the picture for the first time, noting what we now read at John
1:35-37,40-44, “[35] Again the next day John was standing with two
of his disciples, [36] and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and
said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" [37] The two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus… [40] One of the two who heard John
speak and followed Him, was ANDREW, SIMON PETER’S BROTHER. [41] He
found first his own brother SIMON and said to him, "We have found
the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). [42] He brought him
(Simon) to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "YOU ARE SIMON THE
SON OF JOHN, YOU SHALL BE CALLED CEPHAS" (WHICH IS TRANSLATED
PETER). [43] The next day He (The Lord Jesus) purposed to go into
Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, "Follow
Me."[44] Now Philip was from BETHSAIDA, OF THE CITY OF ANDREW AND
PETER.”

What we have
learned so far then from this first encounter of Peter with The
Lord Jesus is that God’s Son changes his name from “Simon the son
of John,“ to “Cephas,” which is the Aramaic name, which, when
translated into the Greek was “Petros,” but which is “Peter” in
English.

We also learn
from this first encounter with God’s Son that Peter had a brother
named “Andrew” and that both of them were from the city of
Bethsaida, which was located on the west coast of the sea of
Tiberias, also known as the sea of Galilee. This was also the city
where Philip was from (noting John 12:21), who is seen here as the
first disciple that God’s Son called to follow Him.

It is also
important to keep in mind from what we read above that Philip,
Andrew, and Peter were ALREADY BELIEVERS, having come to faith in
God as all Old Testament believers have, which was in believing in
The Son Whom God had promised as coming to earth in the future, as
born of a woman, noting Genesis 3:15, and Who, until He came, was
foreshadowed in the animal sacrifices and offerings that God gave
the nation of Israel to partake in.

That is why
Andrew says to his brother Peter at John 1:41 above, “we have found
the Messiah,” which is the Old Testament rendering of “Christ” in
the New Testament. Both brothers, as was also true of Philip, were
waiting and looking for the appearing of God’s Son to earth, in
whom they already believed in to the saving of their souls!

What is also
important to observe here is that both Peter and Andrew, as would
also be true of Philip, would have been baptized by John the
Baptist in the waters of the Jordan already. John the Baptist had
been raised of God as the forerunner to His coming Son, preparing
people for the coming of His Son, and once He had come, to point
people to Him, as is clear from Luke 1:13,15-17; John 1:29-36; also
noting what we are told at Acts 19:4 in part, “…John baptized with
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who
was coming after him, that is, in Jesus."

It would also
appear, from what we have read from John 1 above, that both Philip
and Andrew had become disciples of John the Baptist, after
undergoing his water baptism. However, this does NOT appear to have
been the case for Peter here, for Peter is not named as one of
John’s disciples, as the other two are. This is also why Andrew has
to go and find Peter, after both these disciples had come in
contact with The Lord Jesus, Who was the Messiah (Christ) to come
into the world!

Peter’s SECOND
encounter with God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

We have already
seen from John 1:43 quoted above that Philip was the first believer
whom The Lord Jesus called to follow Him, as God’s Son now in human
flesh was making His way back to Galilee. And now we will see The
Lord Jesus coming to both Peter and Andrew, who had returned to
their occupation as fishermen at Bethsaida, on the shore of the sea
Galilee, which we will see was for the purpose of calling them to
follow Him, as we now see from Matthew 4:18-20, where we read,
“[18] Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two
brothers, Simon who was called PETER, and ANDREW his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they were FIRSHERMEN. [19] And He
said to them, "FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN." [20]
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.”

We also see
from Matthew 4:21,22 here that The Lord Jesus also called James and
his brother John, sons of Zebedee, to also follow Him at this time.
This call to follow here was A CALL TO MINISTRY, a ministry that
would consist of being turned from fishermen for literal fish to
fishermen who would be reeling in to God human beings lost in sin!
From this point on, and until these men were called of The Lord
Jesus as apostles, they would have followed God’s Son as He carried
out His ministry, being learners as they observed and listened to
The Lord Jesus in their daily walk with Him!






















“The signs of a true
apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs
and wonders and miracles.”

2 Corinthians
12:12







CHAPTER
TWO

Peter’s call as an apostle!

What we are now
to see is that early on in The Lord Jesus’ public ministry, He
called twelve of disciples to Himself and designated them as
“APOSTLES,” which word means ‘one sent out.’ These men would now be
sent out in fulltime gospel ministry to carry on the ministry on
earth, AFTER The Lord Jesus had returned to Heaven again in the
ascension, after His death, burial, and resurrection from the dead
the third day. Until then, they would be learners, still in
training.

So let us note
that call of The Lord Jesus on these twelve disciples here at Luke
6:12-16, who were then designated as apostles, there reading, “[12]
It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and
He spent the whole night in prayer to God. [13] And when day came,
He called His disciples to Him AND CHOSE TWELVE OF THEM, WHOM HE
ALSO NAMED AS APOSTLES: [14] SIMON, WHO HE ALSO NAMED PETER, and
Andrew his brother; and James and John; and Philip and Bartholomew;
[15] and Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
who was called the Zealot; [16] Judas the son of James, and Judas
Iscariot, who became a traitor.”

We would
benefit here in also noting where this same information is given us
at Matthew 10:1-5 in part, where we read, “[1] Jesus summoned His
twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of
sickness. [2] NOW THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES ARE THESE: THE
FIRST, SIMON, WHO IS CALLED PETER, and Andrew his brother; and
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; [3] Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; [4] Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot,
the one who betrayed Him. [5] THESE TWELVE JESUS SENT OUT AFTER
INSTRUCTING THEM…,” with the sending out here being only as part of
their training at this point.

And then let us
also note the same information as related to us at Mark 3:13-19,
where we read, “[13] And He went up on the mountain and summoned
those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. [14] And HE
APPOINTED TWELVE, SO THAT THEY WOULD BE WITH HIM AND THAT HE COULD
SEND THEM OUT TO PREACH, [15] and to have authority to cast out the
demons. [16] AND HE APPOINTED THE TWELVE: SIMON (TO WHOM HE GAVE
THE NAME PETER), [17] and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the
brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means,
"Sons of Thunder"); [18] and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew,
and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; [19] and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Him.”

There are two
truths relating to Peter that we especially need to notice from the
above information. The first is that what we have here is Peter’s
official call
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