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			Book Presentation: Now or Never by Jack Cafferty

			Book Abstract

			In Now or Never, Cafferty scrutinizes the hot-button issues that top the current U.S. agenda, including the economy, China, Iraq, the war on terror, and our broken immigration, education, and healthcare systems. Will Obama turn things around or will it be business as usual? Will a previously spineless Democratic Congress hold individuals accountable for abuses of power? Cafferty gives voice to the fears and hopes of Americans from all around the country and offers important considerations for everyone who cares about the United States today.

			About the Author

			Jack Cafferty is host of the “Cafferty File,” a featured segment of CNN”s popular news program, The Situation Room, which attracts more than two million viewers every weekday. Cafferty is also the author of the New York Times bestseller It’s Getting Ugly Out There.

		


		
			Summary of Now or Never (Jack Cafferty)

			Introduction

			George W. Bush’s greatest accomplishment is that he paved the way for the election of Barack Obama. Eight years of the Bush administration’s gross incompetence was enough to awaken the electorate to the crisis of “broken government” that had been festering for decades, but is only now threatening to extinguish the American dream.

			The election of Obama, the first African-American president, was a terrific story, but the election of 2008 was also about the unfolding economic catastrophe that was wiping out jobs, retirement accounts, and the hope for a better future. Simply put, “the incompetence, dishonesty, and corruption of Washington under President Bush had come together to create the dark economic storm” that Americans and the Obama administration would have to clean up.

			Barack Obama faces an enormous challenge. He must wrap up the two wars his predecessor started, repair America’s image, restore our Constitutional system of checks and balances, and put the United States on the path to prosperity again. This will be a daunting task given the two terms in which Bush made a mockery of our laws, bankrupted the county, and destroyed America’s reputation.

			Americans were mad about the direction the country was heading when they turned to Obama and the Democrats. We’ve seen our leaders lie to us, enrich themselves, and cater to the interests of their corporate sponsors. Meanwhile, jobs have been shipped overseas, corporations have been run into the ground, and the bill for decades of recklessness and irresponsibility has continued to rise.

			Consequently, the American Dream has been slipping out of reach. Americans once assumed their kids and grandchildren would do better than they did. This is no longer the case. Commodity and energy prices have been soaring. Healthcare costs are spiraling out of control. And the real estate and mortgage crisis has shaken the faith and financial fortunes of ordinary Americans to their foundations.

			Americans recognize that our national train wreck was engineered by the Republican Party. They have placed their faith in Barack Obama to get us out of the ditch and back on the road. There are so many challenges arrayed against ordinary Americans that it is difficult to be too optimistic, but Americans have overcome stiffer odds before.

			One thing is for sure, if Obama fails to deliver the change he’s promised, “then God help all of us.” However, the election of McCain-Palin – given that they represented the continuation of Bush-Cheney – would have represented a complete calamity for America’s democratic system of governance. In contrast, Obama gives every indication of being a smart, responsible, and grounded leader who recognizes the importance of: 1) being an advocate for lower-income and working class families, 2) establishing universal healthcare, 3) and reforming our energy habits.

			Barack Obama predicated his campaign on being a unifying figure, an agent of change, and a leader who could repair America’s image. It’s far too early to tell whether he can succeed, but there is little doubt that most Americans breathed a sigh of relief when he took office. After all, the person who represented the very best of the American Dream might just be the one to help restore it.

			As the Iraqis Stand Up, It’s Time for the United States to Clear Out

			The Bush administration’s invasion of Iraq will almost certainly go down as one of the worst foreign policy blunders in American history. First, Bush & Cheney told America that the war was necessary because Saddam possessed Weapons of Mass Destruction. Then, when that rational collapsed, we were told it was all about spreading democracy. However, the U.S. Marines serving in Iraq knew better; they called our mission there Operation Iraqi Liberation (OIL), an acronym that tells you all you need to know about why we really invaded Iraq. As one viewer of the Cafferty Report noted, “We weren’t waging war there to import sand.”

			The Iraq War has been a humanitarian catastrophe and a huge resource drain for the United States. We’ve poured our blood and treasure into Iraq while Iraq’s dysfunctional government has sat on $80 billion in oil revenue surpluses and refused to spend the money for its own reconstruction.

			The United States has already spent $700 billion on the war, including $50 billion to rebuild Iraq. Much of that money has simply been siphoned off by waste, corruption, and incompetence. Not surprisingly, many of the beneficiaries of this massive taxpayer largesse were the war profiteers and private contractors associated with the Bush-Cheney cabal.

			In fact, Iraq’s “reconstruction was one of the greatest robberies in the history of mankind.” Billions of dollars in cash and weaponry intended for Iraq’s inept security forces simply vanished, only to turn up later on the black market. No doubt, a lot of the ammunition we supplied the Iraqis ended up being used by insurgents against our own troops.

			The so-called Sunni Awakening, where former Sunni insurgents stopped shooting at Americans and turned their guns on al-Qaeda, has greatly reduced the violence in Iraq. However, the Awakening preceded Bush’s so-called “Surge” and it is the major reason things have turned around in Iraq. Of course, the alliance with the so-called Sons of Iraq is tenuous at best and contingent on the $300 each of them receives from us every month. Unless the Sunnis are absorbed into the Iraq security forces, the whole Iraqi tinderbox could explode once again.

			In any event, the money we’ve poured down the drain in Iraq could have paid for Universal Healthcare, energy independence, and the reconstruction of America’s dilapidated infrastructure.

			Bush’s legacy on Iraq is a disaster. He misled us into a disastrous war, which blew our chances at getting bin Laden and finishing the war in Afghanistan. Bush and Cheney also set the tone for the lawlessness that led to the torture and abuse scandals at Abu Ghraib and elsewhere. Finally, Bush’s recklessly managed war has bankrupted the U.S. Treasury. But the true costs of the misadventure in Iraq are only beginning to be tallied. According to a Rand Corporation estimate, more than 320,000 American troops in Iraq and Afghanistan have suffered traumatic brain injuries of some sort, while 300,000 are suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder or depression.

			China

			China is a friend and an enemy, an ally and an adversary. China is a country with an abysmal human rights record, but it is also emerging as an economic, industrial, and military superpower. For both better and worse, the fates of China and the United States are increasingly intertwined. After all, China needs the United States as a market for its goods and we need the Chinese to lend us money.

			We buy Chinese products and they buy our debt, it’s a symbiotic relationship. Unfortunately, they have a habit of selling us tainted pet food, toothpaste, and toys. Our trade deficit with China has swelled to over $256 billion and we’re also losing millions of manufacturing jobs to China. At the same time, the billions we’re borrowing from the People’s Republic of China will give them tremendous leverage over us. “If we don’t start paying a little attention to how we’re minding our own house here, fiscally, at least, the Chinese will be in a position to start calling the shots.”

			Our dependence on China is one reason the Chinese can oppress Tibetan monks and not fear a moral backlash from America’s leaders. Of course, Bush’s dismal record regarding illegal war, detentions, and torture means the U.S. has lost much of its moral high ground when it comes to human rights.

			President Obama needs to reset our moral compass. The Chinese model, which links economic expansion with human rights repression, is gaining traction in some parts of the world. But we will gain credibility and leverage if we spend within our means, enforce trade agreements that protect our workers, and speak out against human rights abuses. After all, “China depends on us as a marketplace; that’s leverage they understand.”

			The Bush Legacy: Imperial Reign, Impeachable Ruin

			President Bush has left a dark legacy. The president does not have the authority to spy on Americans, order indefinite detentions, authorize torture, and otherwise ignore or interpret laws as he alone sees fit. Both the Republicans and the Democrats in Congress utterly failed to stand up to George W. Bush.

			Barack Obama will have to undo much of the damage Bush has done to our Constitution. But it will be up to Congress and the courts, too, to make sure that they exercise oversight on the executive branch. After all, we are supposed to be a nation of laws, not just men. If a president can ignore the Constitution, International Law, and the Geneva Conventions – as Bush did – then they are not worth the paper they are printed on.

			“Bush created and thrived in his bubble of zero accountability.” Simply put, the Bush administration did whatever it wanted: it ignored the FISA law against domestic wiretapping, it ignored subpoenas over its attempts to politicize the Department of Justice, and it basically suspended habeas corpus
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