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Chapter 1
Preface


Civil Disobedience 
This book is about civil disobedience. It examines the life and times of the Crusader and London magistrate William Fitz Osbert who planned and encouraged a massive riot of the entire population of London and the Home Counties in London in 1196. The book answers some key questions. How close was he to King Richard the Lionheart? Why did he accuse his elder brother of treason? How did he die? Was he just a devious rabble-rouser or a saintly hero? Another aim of the book is to bring to the fore the views of medieval and modern historians about the London Riot and to examine the state of the nation during the events leading up to Magna Carta.
This book also asks readers to consider what the moral and social limits are to protest. No-one wants to be slave. Is it legitimate to use violence to gain freedom and change governments or laws? Is principled civil disobedience a better way to make change happen? What do you do if your government will not even permit civil protest? Crimes against the state are often called 'terrorist crimes' and yet there is a saying: 'One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter.' Our world contains a very wide range of state operations, from slavery to dictatorship, from democracy to communism, and tribalism, but we only have one planet and we have to learn to live on it in peace. I venture to say that there has never been a year of total peace since Man evolved. If tribal wars were abated, then domestic violence was surely present somewhere on the planet. This is why laws have been enacted.
In my book Vacarius and the Advent of Civil Law (ISBN 979822325089-0), I set out the legal journey we have made to produce criminal and civil laws. Here are two sets of early laws and they do cover violent acts:
Ur Nammu
By 2,200 BCE the first Sumerian law code was written on clay tablets, and it emphasised the status of free men and slaves – the latter being 'non-persons'. The oldest written code of law is that of Ur Nammu. It is from Mesopotamia, written on tablets, in the Sumerian language around 2100–2050 BCE. Sumeria evolved into Babylon following the invasion by the Akkadians.  The Code of Ur Nammu was a sophisticated list of more than thirty rules with generally brutal punishments for crimes against society but with many minor offences satisfied by the payment of money. Here are some paraphrased examples:
If a man commits a murder, that man must be killed.
If a man commits a robbery, he will be killed.
If a man commits a kidnapping, he is to be imprisoned and pay a fine in silver.
If a slave marries a free person, he/she is to hand the firstborn son over to his owner.
If a man violates the right of another and deflowers the virgin wife of a young man, they shall kill that male.
If the wife of a man followed after another man and he slept with her, they shall slay that woman, but that male shall be set free. 
If a man proceeded by force, and deflowered the virgin female slave of another man, that man must pay a fine in silver. 
If a man divorces his first-time wife, he shall pay her some silver. 
If the man had slept with the widow without there having been any marriage contract, he need not pay any silver. 
If a man is accused of sorcery  or magic he must undergo ordeal by water; if he is proven innocent, his accuser must pay a fine.
If a man accused the wife of a man of adultery, and the river ordeal proved her innocent, then the man who had accused her must pay a fine in silver. 
If a slave escapes from the city limits, and someone returns him, the owner shall pay money to the one who returned him. 
If a man knocks out the eye of another man, he shall pay back in silver. 
If a man has cut off another man's foot, he is to pay a fine. 
If someone severed the nose of another man with a copper knife, he must pay him some silver. 
If a man's slave-woman, comparing herself to her mistress, speaks insolently to her, then her mouth shall be scoured with 1 quart of salt. 
Codex of Hammurabi
Around three hundred years later, in 1,760 BCE the famous Codex of Hammurabi set out Babylonian Law with its very clear wording cut into black stone obelisks called stelae. To paraphrase the detail of the law, here are some simplified Babylonian legal outcomes:
If a man blinds someone, then he himself shall be blinded.
If a man breaks into the house of another to steal, he shall be hanged in front of that house doorway.
If a man accuses another of murder and cannot bring proof of that accusation, the accuser shall be killed.
If a slave says to his slave-owner 'You are not my master' and the slave-owner brings proof that this is false, then the slave shall have his ear cut off.
If a child, for some reason, is adopted at birth by a person, then the original parents cannot claim it back.
If a builder shall build a wall of a house and that wall then buckles, the builder shall use his own money to correct the fault.
If an ox runs riot through the town and gores a man to death, nothing can be done and no-one is guilty.
However, in England, death could be the punishment for even the smallest crime: theft of bread for example would often lead to being hanged.  Treason was almost always met with hanging, drawing and quartering in a great public ritual of emasculation, disembowelment and the chopping up of parts, to be displayed in metal gibbet cages or on the ends of pikes. Execution was an entertainment, with often thousands thronging to see a man castrated or a woman burned. In the days of King Richard and King John, justice was in the hands of the rich and many innocent people were executed.
I have considered the views of various medieval and modern historians concerning the turbulent events of 1194 to 1996 and the character of the riot ring-leader, William Fitz Osbert. I have set out these views and my comment in the Conclusion to the book and asked some questions of you, the reader.
Wars of Religion
In 1196 the Christian Crusades to recapture the Holy Land from Islam were in full flow. Fitz Osbert went on a crusade. He knew Richard the Lionheart and met him more than once. This book describes how King Richard was then taken hostage, and how the ransom was raised and its the effect on the poor of London. It details how the rich avoided their taxes so that the burden of repayment of millions of pounds (in today's monetary values) fell on those with almost nothing. However, it also closely examines the motivation of William Fitz Osbert to see if he really was a saintly and caring leader of a justified riot against royal abuse, or if he was merely out for himself. The book explains the penalty for rioting, the remarkable aftermath of the riot and the fascinating views of many medieval and modern historians who examined the actions of William Fitz Osbert.
The book also explains in Chapter 8, the great political and strategic difficulties for future archbishops generated by the assassination of Archbishop Thomas Becket. Who should King Richard's Archbishop of Canterbury Hugh Walter side with: the king or the pope? How did the Church help the poor by stripping its own physical assets?
The Value of Money
The sums of money mentioned in this book, when converting medieval values to those of today, are taken from the Bank of England Inflation Calculator which starts in 1209 only. Since the riot occurred before that in 1196, then the converted values shown will have had a slightly higher value. At the time of this book's publication, one hundred pounds sterling in 1209 is worth around £167,000 now – and consequently one thousand pounds is worth around £1,667,000 now.
This book also mentions 'marks' as a type of currency value. This medieval term is said to be equivalent to 66.6% of a pound. Therefore one thousand marks would have been equal to £666.00. So £666.00 in 1209 was worth £1,115,123 nowadays. This makes the ransom of King Richard the Lionheart a truly eyewatering sum as you will see in Chapter 3.
Kind regards
David E P Dennis BA (Hons) FCIPD AFRHS LCGI RAF
Associate Fellow of the Royal Historical Society
October  2023




Chapter 2
The London Riot of 1196


The Rise and Fall of William Fitz Osbert 
Dear Reader
Introduction
This book contains extracts from the main medieval history records for the London Riot of 1196 led by William Fitz Osbert, a Crusade companion of King Richard the Lionheart. This huge riot is little known compared to say, the Peasant's Revolt or Jack Cade's Rebellion. However, it contains the seeds of an ideal riot: State economic failure, financial oppression of the poor, preservation of the rich, a rabble-rousing leader, willing followers, state opposition, armed violence and extreme punishment, inevitably with no resolution until the cycle starts again. Thus the rich control the poor all through the medieval period; there are still echoes of this today.
The book aims to show readers many facets of this perhaps little-known yet terrible incident by using the words of all the principal historians who were either there at the time or reviewed the facts later, including the views of those in relatively modern times. Parts of the narratives of the life and times of London magistrate William Fitz Osbert are therefore woven into the narrative.  In these extracts, I have kept their styles and terminology intact and used translations from the Latin and Old English where available. I have also used other sources. However, the main thrust of events and the differences perceived by the various historians are dealt with in the concluding discussion section below .
So in this book are the words of historians Ralph de Diceto (1120-1202), William of Newburgh (1136-1198), Roger of Howden (before 1169-1202), Roger of Wendover (before 1188-1236), Matthew Paris (1200-1259), Robert Fabyan (before 1470-1513), Thomas Lodge (1558-1625), Sir Francis Palgrave (1788-1861), William Stubbs (1825-1901), and Joseph Clayton (1867-1943).
Background
The simple background to the Fitz Osbert Riot of 1196 is as follows. We are in the Angevin Empire period of English Kings Henry II, Richard, and John, lasting from 1154 to 1216. In the medieval year of 1194, King Richard I of England, the crusading monarch known as Richard the Lionheart, was released from captivity after the ransom payment of a huge sum of money. To balance the books, this ransom payment had to be recovered by the Treasury from English citizens by onerous taxation. This tax fell mainly on Church property, the middle classes such as the aldermen of London, and the lower-class peasantry, since the rich found ways to avoid it. Details concerning this period are also given in an extract from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.
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Richard the Lionheart - Eternally crusading King of England



A crusader and magistrate named William Fitz Osbert encouraged a riot in London using the perception of excessive taxation as an excuse for a range of violent public actions. The taxation had been required by King Richard’s mother, Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204) who instructed Hubert Walter (1160-1205), Archbishop of Canterbury and Chief Justiciar, to refill the Treasury. 
Joseph Clayton says: 'When Richard I on his accession, picked out Hubert Walter, Bishop of Salisbury, to be Archbishop of Canterbury, he chose a prelate whom he could rely upon as his representative. Hubert had been a crusader and he was the nephew of Ralph Glanville who sold the justiciarship to William Longchamp, Bishop of Ely, for £3,000, and followed Richard to Palestine, dying of the plague at Acre in 1191. Though a man of little learning he was a capital lawyer, a strong administrator and expert at raising money for the king. Hubert was no champion of the poor as St. Thomas had been, no preacher of righteousness like St. Anselm, no stickler for the rights of the Church or the liberties of the people.  He was the king's man, and “forasmuch as he was neither gifted with a knowledge of letters nor endued with the grace of lively religion, so in his days the Church of England was stifled under the yoke of bondage." (Quote from Geraldus Cambrensis.) Another quote: "Hubert was very gracious in the eyes of all the host that lay before Acre, and in warlike things so magnificent that he was admired even by King Richard. He was in stature tall, in council prudent, and though not having the gift of eloquence, he was an able and shrewd wit. His mind was more on human than divine things, and he knew all the laws of the realm."  (Gervase).'
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The statute of Archbishop Hubert Walter at Canterbury Cathedral

Archbishop Walter identified Fitz Osbert as a dangerous troublemaker and took action against him. William met a terrible end on 6th April 1196, and this was
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