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1. Foreword
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Asymmetric Israel-Hamas War: David and Goliath? War Of Uncontrollable Rage?

Is the ferocious Israel-Hamas war a case of using a sledgehammer to crack a nut, or to kill a mouse?

Is it possible to use a sledgehammer to kill a mouse?

Is USA having its hands full with the fictional mouse of the hilarious classic British movie of "The mouse that roared"?

These are curious questions thrown up by the terrible Israel-Hamas war of 2023 that need urgent answers.
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2. Israel And USA - Strange Bedfellows?
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There are also many questions to be asked of the curious relationship between Israel and USA.

What is Israel's calculus?

What is American agenda?

Is Israel America's worst nightmare?

What are the dangers of losing control?
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3. New Hostage Crisis Strategy
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Amazingly, Israel has pioneered a new way to free hostages.

The new way: Use maximum force. Bomb everything in sight. Kill everything that moves, whether kidnappers or hostages.

This strategy seems so easy. But it is really difficult.
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4. MAD
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Based on the false premise that only unrestrained brute force can frighten the kidnappers to give up the hostages, this strategy is designed for mutual assured destruction, or MAD, of everybody involved.

How mad can it be to think like that? Does this policy make sense at all?

How naive it is for USA to think that unquestioned support of Israel's aggressive strategy is the right way to manage the crisis?

How simplistic to think that military force is the ultimate solution?
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5. Trigger-Happy
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The killing by mistake of three hostages by Israeli army in Gaza on 15 December is a colossal mistake and a real tragedy.

But it is also a clear indication of the carelessness and trigger-happy or jumpy state of the Israeli troops in Gaza.

There is clearly this prevalent callous shoot-before-you-ask syndrome of invaders that was also responsible for the huge Palestinian death toll.

The fact is that accidents do not happen in a vacuum.

Can anyone not be shocked by the fantastic Israeli military statistics that, in just 2 months of war, Israel soldiers have killed 7,000 Hamas militants and more than 20,000 civilians, with the loss of only 140 Israeli soldiers?

That's not a war of self-defence. That's a massacre!
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6. Over-reaction
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There's no doubt that Israel has over-reacted in the ferocious way it is prosecuting the Israel-Hamas war.

The relentless and deadly daily aerial bombardment of Gaza soon after the 10/7 Hamas terrorist attack into Israel had destroyed large numbers of buildings and housing and killed tens of thousands of people, including many women and children.

The subsequent invasion of a fully-mobilized Israeli military with numerous battle tanks and troops into North Gaza and then South Gaza followed.

It was seen as an expression of the enormous rage of the Israeli nation to avenge the Hamas terrorist attack. The Israeli government of Netanyahu has vowed to destroy Hamas at all costs.
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7. Moral High Ground?
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It would seem that instead of standing on high moral ground in this war, Israel has plunged headlong into the depth of moral depravity, and insisted on a deadly all-out war to eliminate Hamas, to bombard Gaza back to the stone age, and to kill 20,000 Gaza people, including a large percentage of women and children.

And what has USA done about this? Well, USA has continued to stand firmly behind Israel, to veto a UN Security Council resolution calling for a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza, and to supply more tank shells and other lethal ammunitions to Israel.

Is this a sign of USA naivete?

Or is it a clear indication of USA's lack of judgement?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

8. Pure Rage Or Calculated Rage Or Both?
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But, was it pure rage that caused the savage war that has so far killed 20,000 and devastated almost 80% of Gaza, including hospitals, schools, mosques and other infrastructure?

Perhaps not.

Perhaps it was the Israel government's calculus to use the opportunity to completely destroy Palestinian society in Gaza, to once and for all eliminate the Palestinian threat to Israel, and to completely annex Gaza and the West Bank.

If this was true, then it was a highly cynical attempt to use a disastrous event to create a greater disaster.

Despite international pressure to scale down the war and for humanitarian ceasefire, and the colossal blunder and embarrassment of his army killing three hostages by mistake, the Israeli prime minister Netanyahu said: “We are continuing until the end, there is no question. I say this even given the great pain, and the international pressure. Nothing will stop us, we will continue until the end, until victory, nothing less.”

He further said: "After we have eradicated Hamas...Gaza will be demilitarized under the control of Israel..."

He is clearly in open defiance of USA and the world opinion. His vision of post-war Gaza is to have Israel in full control, and the two-state solution in ruins.

Perhaps this was Netanyahu's strategy to keep his job as Israeli PM.

Perhaps this was his desperate plan to ensure his own political survival after all the terrible things that had happened. Clearly, the invincibility of Israel's military and intelligence service and his government were irretrievably punctured by the 10/7 terrorist attack.
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