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The author has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information within this book was correct at time of publication. The author does not assume and hereby disclaims any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or disruption caused by errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from accident, negligence, or any other cause.
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What is Amazon Alexa all about? Well, in essence, this is a small tool developed by Amazon, which can act as a personal assistant through voice interaction and music playback. You can also stream podcasts, make a to-do list, use its home automation function to control smart devices around the house as well as performing other duties. In most cases, you can always activate the device using a wake-word, or push a button to activate the device’s listening mode, and Amazon is always working on making Alexa better. The device is worth considering and can be handy as well, but first, check out what is in it for you. You can get a companion app for this device from Google Play, Apple Apps or Amazon App Store. You can then use control music view shopping lists or install skills on the devices that you have synchronized with your Amazon Alexa. And if you want to set up several compatible devices such as Amazon Dot, Amazon Echo, or such, a web interface comes will be beneficial. Besides, you can recognize text on your app screen, as well as send feedback to Amazon regarding the cognition. Amazon Alexa is capable of carrying out numerous functions around the house and beyond. One of the ways, you can use it is home automation, since it can be set to interact with several devices in the house to carry out several tasks. This feature was launched in 2015 and has been a game changer for many users of this device. Another thing you will love about this smart device is placing orders.  If you want take-out food, then Alexa is one of the ways you can use to place the order. This is all thanks to support by Grubhub, Domino’s Pizza, Wingstop, Seamless, and other companies. You can also order meals with Amazon Prime using Alexa in as many as 20 major cities in the US. What’s more, an addition in November 2017 including Alexa Cloud Cam is proving effective in helping Amazon couriers unlock front doors to customer houses when delivering packages so that they can put them safely inside the house. In today’s dynamic world, Alexa is one of the inventions that have been taken right out of science fiction and brought into reality. Inspired by the movie Star Trek, Amazon ventured into creating this gizmo in 2014 and named it Alexa, believed to attract recognition with a high precision level. Besides, the name is derived from the Library of Alexandria, which Amazon has used in its Alexa Internet as well.  The following year in 2015, Amazon announced a fund on the initiative, which would help companies that develop voice control tech and skills.  This saw a massive contribution of $100 million, which has invested in companies as Scout Alarm, Orange Chef, Ecobee, Toymail Mojo and Mara among others. And it has been moving forward since then.
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Chapter 1

Setting up Amazon Alexa Echo
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Once you have your Alexa device, it is time to set it up to do what you want. This should not be a daunting task in any way, but it can be quite a challenge if you are only starting out using the device. Not forgetting, with smart gadgets like heating systems and lights, the device can also control these systems. What’s more, the Amazon Echo speakers offer unprecedented assistance once you have more skills added to your collection. First, remove the plastic protecting your unit, and then plug the tool into your power outlet. Your unit will start right up, and prompt you to turn to the up tab for the rest of the setup.  At this time, you can install your Amazon Alexa app on iOS, android tablet, or your Amazon Fire phone. With that said, it’s time to sign in using your Amazon account if you have it, or sign up if you are yet to get an account. This does not necessarily mean subscribing to Amazon Prime, but the lack of it will mean missing some impressive features altogether, so the choice is yours. Once you have everything set, you can switch from your app to the settings on your phone, where you can find Echo on your Wi-Fi networks list. Now, tap on it for straight connection, as it does not require any passwords.  After that, return to the app if the process does not initiate automatically. Here, you need to tap into three lines displayed on the app to go to the settings and setup the new device. Remember, there might be other devices related to Amazon there as well. It is time to select the Wifi network for your home and provide the password, so Echo can connect to it, which should happen automatically for your phone or tablet as well. As soon as the connection is established, the app will notify you that it is ready for use. Make sure to set the location of your app to enhance its features. You can do this by swiping to the right to display the menu, then select the setting prompt, go to the Echo device in the Alexa devices category, and select your location and set the time. In case you want to change the device’s wake word, the Wifi network that you want to connect your Echo to or change the weather forecast or distance measurements, this is the section to do so. To get started, you can always check out the Alexa app and try out the section meant for the things you can use if you want to see the app’s capabilities.  Setting Your Alexa app and getting started is as straightforward and easy as it sounds. All you need to do is follow the prompts accordingly, and with this, you can get the job done in minutes. It is time to have a personal assistant handy at all times. Amazon Echo will most likely work as you expect it to, but sometimes it might not work as you might expect. And while controlling everything around without having to move a finger or reach for your phone might sound like fun, the real hassle comes when you don’t know how to control the device itself. One of the best ways to connect with Echo and Echo dot is using a light at the top of the device, which can light up in several colors. One of these lights will be Red, which means the mic switch is off, and the device will not hear your commands. Orange usually means the device is connecting to the WiFi and Violet will appear when there is a problem with the connection setup. These lights can be different if you are using Amazon Tap, where you will find a pulsing red light, which means that the app was unable to process or complete the command you gave it. Pulsing amber light should mean the speaker is running on the setup mode, and you should pair it up with an Alexa app-supporting network. A pulsing blue light indicates that the speaker is in Bluetooth pairing. The other use for the light includes notifying you if your order on Amazon is out for delivery or in case someone is calling. You can also use it to identify the level of speaker volume as well as other functions. In case you are having problems with Alexa, you can do several things. First, if Alexa cannot find other smart devices in your home, you can do two things to find the problem. One is checking your command; make sure to use the right command for any particular device or Skill. You can also double check whether your smart home devices are connected as they are supposed to. If the device can’t stay in connection with your network, you can try restarting everything from the speakers to the modem or router. Then you can stream your audio for several minutes to ensure the issues are not recurring. If the problem is not yet solved, you can relocate the speaker from any other device (which is also helpful if the speaker cannot hear you), and usually try keeping it close to the router or modem. If Alexa keeps responding to voices from the TV, you can always move it far or mute it using the switch on top of the device. Another helpful solution is changing the wake word altogether. In case your problem is receiving calls that you would rather avoid, then you can switch to “Do Not Disturb” mode. Other essential solutions you might need include setting the volume for your device, which you can do on the settings tab and dragging the slider to your preferred level. You will also need to go to the settings in case you are having problems streaming with Spotify, or you might check if the problem is with your Spotify account instead. Overcoming problems with
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