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    Introduction



    Peter the Great, or Peter I, was one of Russia’s greatest statesmen of all
    time. He was born in the second half of the seventeenth century and reigned
    as tsar of Russia for almost two decades. During his early years, Russia
    did things differently than what was considered customary in the West.
    Peter was greatly influenced by Western society, however, and became
    intrigued with the Western way of life at an early age.



    Peter was only ten years old when he was named tsar of Russia. A series of
    deaths and illnesses amongst his family members led to the decision to
    appoint such a young tsar, and he was not allowed to rule the country alone
    until later in his life. During his reign, he made changes to the military,
    the schools, and the Church. He also designated different territories in
    the country and organized administrations for all of them. His intention
    was to establish Russia as one of the greatest countries in the world. And
    in his homeland today, he is still revered as a great reformer who did much
    for Russia in terms of modernization.



    There is not much that Peter left as it had been. He did not like that his
    country was seen as inferior, and he knew that Russia just needed the right
    guidance to be regarded with the level of respect he wanted for his
    homeland. Earning his nickname, Peter was not afraid to step up and start
    making the changes that the country needed to advance and turn into the
    powerful nation it could be.



Chapter One



    Peter I, the Ten-Year-Old Tsar



    “Along with good health, his mother’s black, vaguely Tatar eyes, and a tuft
    of auburn hair, the royal infant entered the world at normal size.”



    —Robert K. Massie



    Peter the Great was born with the full Russian name of Pyotr Alekseyevich
    Romanov on June 9, 1672, in Moscow, Russia. His father, Alexis, was the
    tsar of Russia at the time of his birth. Natalya Naryshkina, Peter’s
    mother, was the tsar’s second wife. Unlike many of his 13 older
    half-siblings, Peter was deemed to be born “with good health.” While he was
    the fourteenth child of Alexis, he was only the first child for Natalya.



    Peter was thought of as full of life and eager to learn with an inquisitive
    personality. He was intrigued by Western society; his mother was largely
    raised by a guardian, Artamon Matveyev, who exposed her to the progressive
    style of the West. Natalya was very open to the ideals of Western society—a
    trait which she most likely passed on to her son, Peter.



    School was tough for Peter. Because he was so inquisitive as a young boy,
    he was always interested in what other societies looked like and how they
    operated in relation to Russia. Unfortunately, the Russian Orthodox Church
    started fighting against any influences from foreign countries right at the
    time when Peter was getting his primary education. The Church leadership
    banished all Latin teachers from Russia, and Peter’s teachers were merely
    Russian clerks. They did not have any real knowledge of the things that
    young Peter should have been taught at that time. He was the son of a tsar
    and came from a line of royalty, so he should have received a better
    education that was more worldly in its nature. There were not even any
    Russian-language books that were the right level for Peter to learn from.
    His vocabulary skills were severely limited as a result of the lack of
    books. He did not write well, which was evident all the way through his
    death. But his poor schooling would play a big role in what was important
    to Peter during his time on the throne of Russia. He would eventually do a
    lot to change the education system in his country so that others would not
    experience the same kind of lackluster teaching.



    Peter’s father died in 1676 when Peter was only four years old. At that
    point, Peter’s older half-brother took the throne. Feodor III had never
    been in good health, however, and was already weak and ill when he
    inherited the throne from his father. Feodor did not do any of the real
    ruling of the country during his reign; the country was mostly run by
    Artamon Matveyev, Natalya’s mentor and the late tsar’s chief counselor.



    Feodor did not live long past his father’s death, and in 1682, he too
    passed away from his illnesses. Upon his death, there was a struggle for
    power between two families as Feodor did not have any children: the
    Miloslavsky family of Alexis’s first wife Maria, and the Naryshkin family
    of his second wife Natalya. There were children in line for the throne in
    both families, but the eldest son was Ivan, Feodor’s younger brother. The
    problem was that he was sick just as his brother had been. The Naryshkin
    family did not see any point in putting another brother on the throne who
    was going to die soon and leave most of the work to someone else anyway.



    The decision came down to a council of nobles who met at the Kremlin. They
    determined that the best course of action would be to put Peter on the
    throne and name his mother as the regent. Peter’s coronation was held on
    June 25, 1682, just a couple of weeks after his tenth birthday. But the
    decision to put Peter on the throne was not accepted lightly by the
    Miloslavsky family. They felt that even though Ivan was not of sound mind
    and was weak and sick, he was still next in line to serve as tsar of
    Russia. Ivan’s older sister, Sophia Alekseyevna, refused to accept the
    ruling and rallied the Streltsy, the country’s military corps of elite
    status, to lead a revolt against the Russian government.



    What became known as the Moscow uprising of 1682 lasted only for a couple
    of months and ended with Ivan being added to the throne as a co-ruler.
    Peter saw friends, supporters, and family members killed during the
    rebellion; he witnessed murders that were driven by politics. Even his
    parents’ trusted friend and advisor, Matveyev, was killed. It was a brutal
    movement against Russia’s young tsar and one that would shape the political
    figure he turned out to be later in life.



    After the revolt, both Peter and Ivan were recognized as tsars of Russia—a
    special throne with two seats was even built to accommodate the two rulers.
    Ivan was considered to be the senior tsar as he was older than Peter, but
    due to his state of mind, his older sister and leader of the rebellion,
    Sophia, was the one who ran the country as regent. There was even a hole
    cut into the special, two-seated throne that Sophia would sit behind and
    listen to what was being said to the tsars. She would often feed Peter
    information so that he could respond better to the visitors that would come
    to see the two young tsars about political matters.



    As time went on, Sophia took more and more control of the country and its
    government. She did her best to push Peter further away from the throne and
    purposely left him out public affairs matters, effectively ruling the
    country as an autocrat. Peter did not even live in the palace during this
    part of his reign. He stayed in Preobrazhenskoye, a small village that was
    close to Moscow. Although he did not mind being left out of the decision
    making for the time being, Peter realized that both he and his mother were
    in danger. After everything he had witnessed during the Moscow uprising, he
    did not trust that Sophia or the Streltsy would leave the Naryshkin family
    in peace.



    Even though he did not have much influence in any official capacity, Peter
    took an interest in the military. In fact, his favorite pastime was to play
    army. Instead of playing with toy soldiers, Peter enlisted his young
    friends to be in his poteshnye voiska, his pretend army. He would
    dress them up in uniforms, and the troop would march on the streets of the
    city. Peter would even play the drum for his regime while they marched
    together. What started as a game for young boys would later turn into a
    real regiment when Peter in the late seventeenth century formed the
    Preobrazhensky Regiment out of his poteshnye voiska. The
    Preobrazhensky Regiment would distinguish itself during many wars until its
    disbandment in 1917.



    Aside from Peter’s own projects and military games, he received schooling
    in the subjects he enjoyed, such as carpentry, arms, printing, and
    blacksmithing. His schooling was free and was performed in an environment
    that allowed him to explore the subjects that interested his curious mind.
    Before his father had died, Peter had a tutor named Nikita Zotov. Peter had
    never been content with what he learned from Zotov since his learning was
    confined to what the palace approved for the son of the tsar.



    Another upside of living in the village instead of the palace was the
constant exposure to people who were from other parts of the world. A    nemetskaya sloboda, or German colony, was located in the area and
    homed all different kinds of foreigners. Peter was allowed to interact with
    the people in the colony, and the relationships he built through his
    interactions fostered a great passion in him for the ways of life of people
    in other countries. While in the village, Peter also came across an old
    English sailboat. It was not in good condition and had been abandoned in a
    rundown shed, but it led the young tsar to develop a strong love for
    seafaring.



    Although Sophia may have thought she was demoralizing her half-brother by
    pushing him away from the throne, she was actually helping him develop and
    grow into the renowned tsar he would become when he returned to take
    control. Peter learned a lot about other people as well as his own
    strengths and interests. Staying inside the palace would have left him
    sheltered while living amongst the different kinds of people he was able to
    meet broadened his perspective and gave him the opportunity to explore
    other cultures.



    But as Peter got older, his mother was concerned that he was becoming a bit
    too unconventional. When socializing with people in the village, Peter had
    met a girl named Anna Mons. She was Dutch, and Peter was falling in love
    with her. Their romance worried his mother, so she decided to set up an
    arranged marriage for him with a bride befitting a tsar. Peter was only 16
    years old when he married Eudoxia Lopukhina. The idea was to show the
    Russian people and their government how mature Peter was. Natalya wanted
    everyone to see that Peter was a grown man and that he was ready to rule
    Russia. Eudoxia, who was the daughter of a minor noble, was chosen with the
    help of a group of nobles. The Romanov family would often select someone
    from a weaker noble house for a marriage to someone in a stronger house
    because it would prevent conflict between stronger houses of nobles. It
    also brought new blood into the family.



    Peter’s marriage to Eudoxia was not successful at all however. Keeping up
    his relationship with Anna in secret, Peter often ignored his new wife and
    acted as if she did not even exist. He would go to visit Eudoxia from time
    to time, but only to make it look like they were living a normal family
    life together. He did not want to get any rumors started that would hurt
    his reputation as tsar. Only months after they got married, he set his
    sights on taking control of the throne away from Sophia, but Eudoxia was
    not a factor in that plan. There would never be much of a relationship
    between husband and wife, and eventually Peter would force Eudoxia into a
    convent so that he could be free of the marital ties. The two did have
    three children together before the divorce was finalized—two of them died
    while still in childhood, and the third, Alexei Petrovich who was supposed
    to be the heir



