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    D.H. Lawrence (in full David Herbert Lawrence) grew up in a coal mining village in the English Midlands. His father was a miner and his mother had been a school teacher. He too became a teacher, gaining his teaching qualification at Nottingham University College in 1908. Lawrence was already writing poetry and short stories and working on his first novel, Laetitia (published in 1911 as The White Peacock). In 1912 he travelled to Italy with Frieda Von Richthofen Weekly (whom he married in 1914), where he wrote the final version of the semi-autobiographical Sons and Lovers. The Rainbow and Women in Love, often considered his masterpieces, developed out of one long novel, The Sisters. The Rainbow was published in London in September 1915 but was subsequently suppressed and banned as obscene. An expurgated edition was published in the United States in November of the same year. Lawrence could not find a publisher in England for Lady Chatterley’s Lover and published it privately in Florence in 1928.

  


  
    LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER


    NOVEL


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Lawrence, D. H. (1994) Lady Chatterley’s Lover. London: Penguin Books.


      	1st edition: 1928


      	Themes: love, tenderness, male/female relationships, class distinctions, the environment, mechanisation

    


    Lady Chatterley’s Lover is both a love story and a social document that tells us a great deal about the lives of colliers and their masters in the industrial Midlands of 1920s England. It gives an insight into the effects of increasing mechanisation on both the environment and the people. The miners in particular have a hard life, doing a job that is both dangerous and detrimental to their health. Sir Clifford Chatterley, the owner of Wragby Hall and the Tevershall coal mines, was badly injured in World War1 and is confined to a wheelchair. The book follows the life that he and his wife Connie, Lady Chatterley, try and make together, and we see them gradually drifting apart as Clifford grows increasingly demanding of Connie’s time and energy. Connie’s love affair with Oliver Mellors, her husband’s game-keeper, is the catalyst that gives her the opportunity to move forward in her own life.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    In 1917, Connie Reid marries Clifford Chatterley, son of a baronet. Clifford is an officer in the army and after a one-month honeymoon returns to the World War1 battlefront in Flanders. He is brought back to England seriously injured and paralysed from the hips down, obliged to spend his life in a wheelchair. When his father dies, Clifford inherits his title and the family estate, Wragby Hall in the industrial Midlands. Connie is now Lady Chatterley.


    Assisted by Connie, Clifford embarks on a career as a writer and invites people to the house whom he thinks will promote his writing. One of these is Michaelis, an Irish playwright who has achieved great success but is not considered socially acceptable by the snobbish Clifford. Michaelis and Connie begin what is ultimately an unsatisfactory affair.


    Clifford expresses his desire to have a son to carry on the Wragby traditions. As he cannot father a child himself, he suggests that Connie have a child by another man and they bring it up at Wragby Hall as if it were his. Connie is surprised at this but knows that if she is to have a child the father must be someone of her own choice. Connie grows increasingly depressed at what she sees as her meaningless life with Clifford. He has become successful as a writer but his success is all that seems to interest him.


    A SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER


    Clifford had previously introduced Connie to his new game-keeper, Oliver Mellors. Asked by Clifford to take a message to him, Connie sees the game-keeper washing himself in the garden of his cottage, naked to his loins. Touched by the sight, she hides in the woods to give him time to finish washing and dressing before returning to the cottage. When she knocks at the door, he invites her in. The encounter is a tender one: he is touched by her beauty and shyness, she by his warmth and kindness.


    Connie, depressed and exhausted by Clifford’s demands, becomes ill. Her sister Hilda insists that Clifford have a full-time nurse and Mrs Bolton, the Tevershall parish nurse, comes to live at the house. Clifford objects initially, but soon becomes dependent on Mrs Bolton, who chats to him about the village and his mines, which he has neglected. This gives him a new lease of life and he visits the mines and begins to plan ways he can modernise them.


    Connie, relieved to be free of the burden of nursing Clifford, spends time alone in the woods and one day sees a hut in a clearing where the game-keeper raises his pheasant chicks. The keeper is there, preparing coops for the new chicks. Still weak, she asks to sit down. Seeing Connie is cold, he lights a fire for her in the hut. She finds sitting in the hut so restful that she asks Mellors for a key, so she can go and sit there sometimes and enjoy the peace and quiet.


    A KEY TO THE HUT


    Although he is reluctant at first as he values his privacy, Mellors has a key cut for Connie and she begins to go to the hut regularly. If Mellors is there, she watches him work, touched by the tender way he cares for the chicks. She is acutely aware of a growing desire for a baby of her own. Mellors comforts her and they make love in the hut for the first time, beginning what develops into a tender and passionate affair, meeting at first at the hut and then at his cottage in the woods.


    A HOLIDAY IN VENICE


    Connie goes to Venice for a holiday with her painter father and sister Hilda. While she is away, Mellor’s wife Bertha Coutts, whom he has not seen for ten years, turns up at his cottage. Bertha Coutts has been living with a succession of other men, but now Mellors has filed for divorce and she has come to the cottage, insisting it is her home. Mellors leaves the cottage and goes to stay at his mother’s home. Bertha finds a perfume bottle (Connie’s) in a drawer and begins to make trouble for him. She finds a book of Connie’s in the hut and gossips in the village about Lady Chatterley and her husband. While he does not believe that Connie was involved with the game-keeper, the gossip in the village angers Clifford and he gives Mellors notice to leave.


    In the meantime, Connie realises she is pregnant. On her return to England, she meets Mellors in London and they discuss the future. She tells Mellors she does not want to go back to Wragby – she wants to live with him. When Connie informs Clifford about the situation he is enraged and refuses to divorce her. Mellors, however, wants to go ahead with his own divorce which means, due to the stringent divorce laws at the time, that the couple have to live separately for six months. Mellors finds work on a farm in preparation for the little farm he and Conne hope to have one day and Connie goes to Scotland to stay with her sister Hilda.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    CONSTANCE, LADY CHATTERLEY


    Constance (Connie) Reid is the daughter of Sir Malcom Reid, a Royal Academician. Her mother was a cultured Fabian (an intellectual socialist). She has had an unconventional upbringing, having been taken as a girl to Paris, Florence and Rome for the art and to socialist conventions in the Hague and Berlin. At the age of 15, she is sent with her older sister Hilda to Dresden to study music and the two girls live freely among the students, mixing on an equal basis with the men and arguing with them about philosophy, sociology and art. They both take lovers, choosing those with whom they have had the best discussions. When World War1 breaks out in 1914, they are obliged to go back to England.


    Back in London, Connie does some unspecified war work and mixes with the young Cambridge set. She meets Clifford Chatterley, who had spent two years at Cambridge before going to Bonn to study the technicalities of coal mining. He too was obliged to return to England when war broke out and is now an officer in the army. Connie is attracted to Clifford in a “mental way” (p.97) and the couple marry in 1917. However, when Clifford is seriously injured on his return to the battlefront after their honeymoon, Connie is faced with a life she did not expect. She becomes her husband’s full-time nurse as well as his secretary, helping him in every way she can. She struggles to come to terms with the dreariness of the house they live in and the ugliness of their industrial surroundings. As time goes on Clifford’s emotional and physical dependence on her begin to take their toll and she becomes ill. The London doctor her sister Hilda takes her to can see she has used up her vitality and has no reserves. Her former lover Michaelis wants to take her away to the sun but she cannot bear the idea of abandoning Clifford (p.79).


    On her return to Wragby, a nurse (Mrs Bolton) is taken on and Connie begins to grow stronger, spending time in the woods, which become a place of refuge for her. It is here that she begins the affair with Oliver Mellors, her husband’s game-keeper. The affair proves to be the catalyst that enables Connie to change her life.


    CLIFFORD CHATTERLEY


    Clifford Chatterley is the son of Sir Malcom Chatterley, a baronet with an estate in the industrial Midlands. Prior to World War 1 Clifford was studying the technicalities of coal-mining in Bonn, but when war breaks out he is obliged to return to England and becomes a first lieutenant officer in a smart regiment. As heir to the Wragby Hall estate, he is expected to marry and produce a son. He is drawn to Connie and as the war progresses feels in need of the support and comfort of a wife. In 1917, the couple marry and have a month’s honeymoon before Clifford returns to the battlefront in Flanders. Six months later he is brought back to England, seriously injured and paralysed from the hips down, obliged to spend his life in a wheelchair.


    Clifford is more upper-class than Connie: “Connie was the well-to-do intelligentsia, but he was aristocracy” (p.10). Clifford is only really at ease with people of his own class and is a bit afraid of those he considers beneath him: “He was supercilious and contemptuous of anyone not in his own class” (p.15). Until Mrs Bolton appears on the scene, he takes no interest in his two coal mines. When he does, he likes the sense of power he gains from going down the pit: “Power! He felt a new sense of power flowing through him: power over all these men, over the hundreds and hundreds of colliers” (p.108).


    OLIVER MELLORS


    Oliver Mellors is Clifford’s new game-keeper. The son of a coal miner, he grew up in the pit village of Tevershall. He was a clever boy who went to the local grammar school. He became a blacksmith and married a local girl, Bertha Coutts. The marriage was a mistake and Mellors joined the army and went as a soldier to India, where his ability was recognised by his Colonel; he was promoted through the ranks and became an officer. When his Colonel dies, Mellors returns to England and becomes a game-keeper on Sir Clifford’s estate, living in a cottage in the woods. Having been hurt in the past, he values his life of privacy and solitude. Mellors is an avid reader. He has a variety of books in his room, books an educated person would read:


    “There were books about bolshevist Russia, travel, a volume about the atom and electron, another about the composition of the earth’s core, and the causes of earthquakes: then a few novels: three books on India.” (p.212)


    Mellors has the manner of a gentleman and can speak an educated English, unlike the Tevershall villagers, who usually speak in dialect. Mellors is able to switch in and out of dialect at will. When he first does this Connie thinks he is mocking her, but as their relationship becomes intimate she teases him by attempting to speak in dialect herself (p.177).


    MRS IVY BOLTON


    Mrs Bolton is the Tevershall parish nurse. A good-looking woman in her forties, she comes to live at Wragby Hall as Clifford’s full-time nurse when Connie becomes ill. Her husband Ted had been killed in an accident in the Tevershall mine 23 years before. She comes from Tevershall but has improved herself by training as a nurse. She is used to nursing the colliers and seeing these strong men become like babies when they are ill. She is initially overawed by the idea of nursing a baronet and Clifford takes advantage of her nervousness, becoming “rather lordly” (p.82) with her. However, he soon grows dependent on her and begins to prefer her company even to Connie’s, teaching her to play chess and card games so she can amuse him if he cannot sleep at night. She
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