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  Bats are the only mammals capable of sustained flight. Their front legs are modified into skin flaps which they use to fly – as well as birds can with their wings. The bats that live in Europe feed on insects, which they catch in flight. Due to their nocturnal activity, they help to regulate the number of night insects, which might otherwise multiply beyond control. Bats find their way using echo-location. They emit high-pitched calls that the human ear cannot detect, and the echo helps them to locate their insect prey. They also have good eyesight. In the spring, the females gather in large ‘maternity communities’, where they give birth to their young. Bats spend their winters asleep in caves and mines, in attics and in hollow trees, where they find safety from predators. In order to survive the winter, they accumulate body fat from food eaten during the summer and autumn. During hibernation, their body temperature drops to the same level as the environment. This slows down their life processes, thus conserving important energy. A bat can take as much as an hour to become active again. This is how long its body needs to warm up by shivering. Bats can sense danger, even when asleep. It is best not to disturb them during hibernation, because any activity can use up their stored body fat.
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  In spring and summer, daytime finds bats in abandoned mine tunnels and caves, in attics and basements, hollow trees and birds’ nestholes. Bats are sensitive creatures: try not to disturb them, as any disturbance can drive them away.
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  (Hypsugo savii) is native to the Mediterranean region of Europe, is one of 30 species of bats that have so far been discovered in Slovenia. One of its typical features is the way its wings are positioned against the body when resting. This means that it can suspend itself freely or squeeze itself into cracks in rocks and trees.
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  (Rhinolophus hipposideros) suspends itself like other types of horseshoe bat – wrapped in its wings with only its nose protruding. By lowering its body temperature, the bat maintains stores of body fat, which is an effective way to conserve energy. The body of the bat in the picture is covered in dew drops, which means that it is even cooler than the surrounding environment.
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  is named after the skin surrounding its nostrils, which resembles the shape of a horseshoe. The photo shows the Greater Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum), Europe’s largest bat, which is getting ready to fly from its shelter in a cave. It is notable as having the oldest recorded age for any European bat, living for over 30 years.
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