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Further Reading: A Slave to the Fantasy, Books 1-9

Also By Rebecca Lee

About the Author

Chapter 1—Roberts

Samuel Roberts didn’t just love Christmas in the midwest generally and Chicago specifically. He lived for it. The winter scenes with ice skating rinks, holiday lights, and just the general bustle of the season never failed to energize him. He took his vacations in the winter like so many of his fellow rust belt residents. But he would never even conceive of doing that before Christmas.

There was also no denying the dating coach business thrived in the winter holiday season. He was booked solid like always with no warm weather travel destinations needed to turn a buck. It must have been the deeper need for men to go from lonely to having the girl of their dreams to have (and hold) through all the meaningful parts of the season.

The holiday parties at work, the family get togethers, and the trips to the department stores and malls. As he told his students right off, none of this is as fun alone.  

This was the season to change men’s lives and he was jacked up for it. It didn’t hurt that his long-distance relationship with Kendall Brand, his cute blonde next door fantasy girl (and adult film actress) was going stronger than ever.

Now that the danger and violence of the Philippines affair had been put behind him, he was content being 40, in a relationship that excited him with a woman he already adored, and focusing in on helping men find the same in their lives. The holidays especially motivated him to work on behalf of his minions of loyal followers who had given him so much.

In a lot of ways, this was his family. His mom in Wisconsin was busy leading her own life. They were close when he was little, then he felt at some point he outgrew her. Looking back, it was his general inability to be content. He kept striving, pushing, looking to meet all these new challenges. His mom existed battling depression, anxiety, and various other forms of mental illness.

Their relationship was complicated. Where he looked forward to the holidays with his support staff and social circle in the big city, he steered clear of making it any big deal on the home front.  

He never fully admitted it to himself, but it was him running from his past and the mistakes that went along with it, more than any specific dislike for people. 

One lousy, and some (but never his mom Charlene) would say reckless business decision after another, led him to a homeless but never hopeless state in Los Angeles nearly a decade prior. 

He never felt the least bit of embarrassment about this happening. On the contrary, it was  integral to his internal motivation and his story he would share with others he hope to inspire. He felt embarrassment about all the decisions that went into reaching that point. How people close to him told him not to stray from his lucrative career in law. How they told him to enjoy his days away from the office instead of going around looking for properties to fix up.

He just couldn’t. There was a call of the wild inside of him. The world of the oil business regards it as the “wildcatter’s mindset”. He had to be hustling, testing the bounds, be more than he was. Why? Mostly because he wanted to be different than the content middle class people who surrounded him growing up back in Wisconsin. 

He saw what became of them. They got old. All that responsibility and owning up to the “American Dream” of the white picket fence and the like made just as many fat miserable people holding on to avoid looking bad in a divorce, as it did happy ones. The apathy. The concern about appearances. The social programming as he saw it.

He wanted none of it. He actually hated it. He would be as much of a “wildcatter” as he could to never have to be part of it.  He actually preferred his nights on skid row near Downtown LA. There were only a few of those. But to him, they added to the legend and they undoubtedly gave him perspective.  He also received perspective because he consciously looked for it by embracing (the best he could) the hopelessness of such a situation.

He saw himself foremost as the “everyman” who would never hide behind his job, or social approval, or any sort of official title. Whether this could be fairly characterized as a form of arrogance on it’s own was debatable. 

What wasn’t up for debate was he lived it and never shied away from living it. It came across in his dealings with his students. It was his unique “special sauce” that made him stand out in business overrun with so-called experts. Some had flashier presentations, better speaking skills, or better connections. None had his ability to quickly gain and maintain trust.

You never heard anyone in that dating or pick up artist community question the honesty of Samuel Roberts. 

At his last seminar before the official break he would take before Christmas, he told his audience full of men struggling with the ladies this. (The topic of the day long sales oriented presentation was the secrets for fearless connection with the hottest women).

“There are two kinds of men in the world and two kinds only. The ones who see through the fantasy well enough to be themselves with a hot woman. That’s group 1. They get their choice of women rather than the reverse where women hold his fate in his hands. The men who suffer in that hell are the group 2 guys.  

Guys, you aren’t going to get this straight talk at any of the other PUA seminars. Don’t get me wrong. I love a lot of the material out there. There are great ideas for basically every woman and every type of situation you might run into. 

None of any of that matters if you can’t look a hot woman in the eye and keep it together well enough to ask her for something. You can choose the woman. You can choose what you are asking about and what words you choose. 

All of it can and does work. None of it works if you can’t fearlessly do it. Nervousness around a woman will blow your chances out of the water. Don’t let Hollywood or books fool you. Women don’t see it as cute. Women are repelled by it.

Today I am going to teach you the exact 4 simple steps I used to become one of the group 1 guys. The guys who behave with hot women like they behave with everyone else. They show no fear because they actually feel none in those situations. 

That’s where you want to be. If I tried teaching any techniques, magic words, or body language hacks (secrets), I’d be wasting your time and therefore ripping you off.”

Roberts came by these lessons hard. The success he achieved in rekindling passion inside the indifferent Tanya Carasco was because he learned how to remake his outward behavior to attractive. Same with AJ Zaraza. Same with Kendell Brand.

He had a mission in life which he could now fully explore: help men create choices like he has created in his own life. He always felt men who denied that being master of that part of their life was any big deal, were denying thei own nature. 

The packed houses at his seminars and those of his competitors in the industry, were evidence that many many men saw it all as hugely and vitally important.

He sat in his office getting ready to call Kendall. He couldn’t wait to hear about her and the west coast and just whatever. He was falling in love but he didn’t know it because real love is nothing like the movies. It is totally the opposite. Excitement and contentment are one in the same when you are in love.

His journey with her was bound to be filled with landmines.  Most of them had to do with her career and her past. She kept winning every moment with him though. Like no woman had before her.  Figuring these issues out would not be so simple though. Not for a public figure like him who made his money on trust in his promise that you too could be with the best women. That usually wasn’t referring to pornstars.

He looked down and saw a message. It was from the last known relatives of his departed friend Stella. She had lived near Wrigley Field and also on his route home from the elevated train. Her death, perhaps more than any other negative befalling himself or those close to him, kept a fire burning inside. It kept him searching for the truth. It was an appeal to his sense of right and wrong.

He had made contact with her niece previously but nothing further came of it. He had donated substantially to her burial even though her body was cremated. This cremation was done without the knowledge of her family. There was a lot Roberts didn’t like about how everything was handled by his contacts with the government.

He hoped to make amends beginning with returning a  call left with him originating from the far South Side.
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