
A Handbook for Paper Cutting

Volume 1: The Basics

––––––––
[image: ]


By Yunfeng Zhao

Canada International Press

A Handbook for Paper Cutting

Volume 1: The Basics

Written by:Yunfeng Zhao

Published by: Canada International Press

http://www.intlpressca.com

email: service@intlpressca.com

ISBN: 978-1-989763-10-0

[image: barcode (1).gif]

E-book ISBN: 978-1-989763-11-7

Copyright © 2021.  All Rights Reserved

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

About the author


[image: ]


Yunfeng Zhao, born in Heilongjiang province of China, received her Master’s degree in engineering in 1992, and now lives in Ottawa, Canada.

Paper cutting, a gift from her grandma, was rooted into the author’s childhood, and then becomes the lifetime hobby. After more than 50 years of practice and research, the author, by combining the knowledge of engineering and traditional paper cutting, summarized the language for paper cutting, applied the composition rules, and attempted to establish the basic principles for paper cutting. Today, the author selected the patterns for more than 35 objects, creatures, and culture elements, compiled into this book, and would like to share the knowledge with readers and welcome any comment.
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Preface
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Paper cutting is one of the folk arts. It has been well known for thousands of years in the world, especially in Asia area. Paper cutting was originally used to make patterns for the ritual activities in the ancient times. Nowadays, the patterns are made for decoration purpose or to celebrate the holiday seasons and memorable moments.

Paper cutting uses simple techniques to create various patterns to reflect the beauty of the nature, including animals, flowers, snowflakes, and so on. Patterns can be illustrative, continuous, non-continuous, and imaginative. For example, a pattern can be made to illustrate a tree with the young and green leaves found in the spring and the ripe fruits only found in the fall. This will give the picture of the tree of the whole life. Therefore, paper cutting can combine the various features into a mosaic, of an object or creature demonstrated in different times or locations. This is a key feature of paper cutting. By using personal imagination and the knowledge and skills learned in this book, the learner can create various patterns.

Paper cutting can be done anywhere at any time. By practicing paper cutting, adult can sense the charm of the art, child can become more creative and imaginative. Our thinking and design skills can be improved. In addition, paper cutting can make people more confident. Once a pattern is made, we will gain confidence about ourselves. A little achievement will lay the basis for the future success.

Although paper cutting has existed with human beings for thousands of years, there is no writing material to summarize its principles and detailed techniques. After more than 50 years of practice, and based on the previous published works, this author summarized the paper cutting language and applied the composition rule. In this book, the author attempts to introduce the basic knowledge and skills to readers. 

Her interest in paper cutting was triggered by the patterns made by her grandma when she was about 4 years old. Whenever, time was available, grandma would create some figures on a piece of paper using a pair of scissors. Although grandma did not attend any school and even could not write so many words, the patterns she created were vivid and attractive. The grand daughter was impressed with the patterns. Then she started to learn the techniques from grandma. Later, the author went to university. Student life was always challenging. Whenever she was tired or suffered from homesick, she would pick up a piece of paper and enjoyed the paper cutting. Once a pattern was made, she felt relaxed and became more confident. Paper cutting helped the author to get rid of difficult situations. Therefore, it becomes her hobby and has accompanied her throughout the life. She is grateful to her grandma for teaching the papercutting skill.
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Chapter 1 Basic Knowledge for Paper Cutting


[image: ]


This chapter is going to introduce the basic knowledge for paper cutting, including the patterns, composition rules, language, and tools used for paper cutting.
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1.1 Patterns
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Many different patterns can be made with paper cutting. The basic patterns are the single, symmetrical, and serial patterns.

The single pattern is a simple design or pattern for an object or creature. It can be symmetrical or asymmetrical.

The symmetrical pattern is a design or pattern identical on both halves when folded. A symmetrical pattern may have multiple symmetrical lines.

Serial pattern is a serial, repeating and continuous design or pattern. It can be in different shapes, round or long.

In paper cutting, these patterns can be used alone or in combination. The single and symmetrical patterns are the major topics in this book. Serial pattern is more advanced and will be discussed in volume 2of the serial books.

Patterns can be made from different views as well. More discussions can be found in chapter 3.

The patterns discussed above are all plain patterns. Plain pattern is the major theme for paper cutting. However, three-dimensional pattern can be made in some situation(s). Please see section 9.4.2 of chapter 9 for details. 
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1.2 Composition rules
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In paper cutting, several composition rules are used. The major rules are symmetrical view, front view, side view, and mixed view. They will be discussed in Chapter 3.
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1.3 Language for paper cutting
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As discussed earlier, paper cutting has a long history. Therefore, it developed its own language. The language contains two important elements: contour line and motif. The contour line, also known as outer line, is used to draw a contour, profile, or structure of an object or creature. The motifs are playing a decorative role in patterns. They are used to create the structure as well. By using the contour line and motifs, we can create various patterns with unique features.

[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]Many motifs are used in paper cutting. The commonly used motifs are listed in the following.
Angle motif       Leaf motif     Moon motif    

[image: image][image: image][image: image]
Saw-tooth motif   Rectangle motif  Sun motif  

[image: image][image: image]

Water-drop motif    Wave motif

In general, moon and sun motifs are frequently used to create the eyes of an animal or bird. The angle, wave, and moon motifs are usually used to make the layers of the feathers on the wings of a bird. The saw-tooth motif is often used to create the feathers on wing tips. A saw-tooth motif may have multiple teeth.

The use of the contour line and motifs are based on the observation of the object or creature and will be discussed in chapter 2.
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1.4 Paper folding methods
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1.4.1 Folding in half (FIH)

Fold a piece of square paper oppositely once. FIH is frequently used in paper cutting.
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1.4.2 Diagonal bi-fold method (DBM)

Fold a piece of square paper diagonally twice.DBM is sometimes used in paper cutting.

––––––––
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1.4.3 Diagonal tri-fold method (DTM)

Fold a piece of square paper diagonally three times. DTM is often used in paper cutting.

[image: image]

1.4.4 Decile fourfold method (DFM)

Fold a piece of the square paper in the following sequence.  DFM is sometimes used in paper cutting.
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