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			Explanation

			To be driven to write a book comes with a health warning, because no author knows how  a published work will appeal to the public nor how it will sell.   Initially, the intention was to write one book, but after consultation the one book has become two.   The main title: Breaking Through and Reaching Out retains its place, but is now in two volumes:

			Book  1 is subtitled:  A Call to Engage – Enjoying the Presence

			Book  2 is subtitled:  A Call to Ignite – Living in the Spirit

			Each of the two volumes contains four parts covering a variety of topics but the parts contain progression from one part to the next part, although each part is singular in that each theme is self-authenticating.

			The normal practice when reading books is to start from the front and read through until reaching the final page.   You can certainly do that, but you may find that there is another way you may be attuned towards.   There are those who are addicted to reading the last chapter of a book first, then review the rest of the book.   They take the view that very often the punch-lines are to be found in the closing sections of the book, which they find stimulating.   My style is such that the parts do over run each other in certain areas to cement the values of each part, but where they are repeated remind the reader of the previous sections.   I hope you find this explanation helpful, if not just read the books using your own inimitable approach.
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			Foreword

			It’s not surprising that the men Jesus called to be his disciples didn’t know how to pray. Some of them were tough young fishermen, eking out an existence on the Sea of Galilee to support their families. One a tax collector, collaborating with the puppet king Herod. These were men of the world, not given to a lot of prayer. So as they observed Jesus praying they asked him ‘Lord, teach us to pray’. The prayer Jesus taught them that day, and teaches every disciple today is not a set form of words, but a pattern for prayer. 

			Growing up in the 60’s the Lord’s Prayer was said each day at morning assembly in my school. Known universally as a set prayer, for most it is not really prayer - more like grace before a meal. Thanks for your daily bread. Not many even do that any more! What Jesus taught as a pattern for prayer is that after opening worship the first plea is ‘Your Kingdom Come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven’. The end of the set prayer today is ‘Yours is the kingdom...’ Doesn’t take a lot to realise the importance of the Kingdom to Jesus. He is the King! 

			How wonderful to be able to read so much more about the life-changing meaning of the Kingdom of God. What it means to today’s disciples. How it should shape our daily lives, our families, our churches, our community. To be led by thoughtful study and reflection, spiced with quotations from God’s Word and distilled from so many teachers and preachers. To discover how to break through and reach out for the King! The story of the Kingdom of God! 

			Enjoy your journey of exploration and discovery with Gordon Campbell!

			Rev Malcolm Hathaway BD,

			Pastor and teacher  

			Endorsements: 

			I have known Gordon Campbell for more than 50 years. He was my pastor when I was a theological student in London. One is left in no doubt as to his deep spiritual convictions and commitment to the values of God’s kingdom. This came through very clearly in his preaching and now in these two volumes which tell us of his personal story, but also of his vision of a world made new by God’s spirit.

			The central issue of this book is the kingdom or rule of God. Though Christianity and the church appear to be in decline to the point of extinction, this is not the case, and neither can it be the case. God has promised to preserve his church from all the forces of opposition and previews the incoming of a new earth and a new heaven. Campbell is both an optimist and a realist. He accepts that the world has turned its back on God, but at the same time makes it clear that God has not abandoned the church as a force for good. This book explains how God embraces the world as he indwells the church and will fulfil his purposes for both.

			Dr John Dyer, Baptist minister, former missionary in Brazil, writer, and Coordinator of the Timothy Project.

			Christianity is the best news the world has ever heard. It focuses on the hope for eternal life and resurrection,  made possible through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The joy of the gospel comes from knowing Jesus, God’s Anointed.

			In order to enjoy the Presence of the living God, however, you must first fully engage with God’s Word and the claims of faith. 

			Produced over two volumes, Gordon Campbell enables the reader to do just that; to start over by reassessing the claims of faith, by looking once again at the model of the Early Church and how it became a dynamic force that changed the world by living out the Good News of Jesus. 

			In every age, Christians are called not just to be ‘hearers’ of the gospel but ‘doers’.

			Today, the church is a sleeping giant and the task of re-engaging both believer and non-believer is a daunting challenge but one that the author sets about in Breaking Through and Reaching Out, with great enthusiasm.

			I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to reconnect to the Source of life or has lost their way or who feels distant from the Kingdom of God. 

			Rev. Norman Nicoll 

			I have known Gordon for almost 3 decades and have come to value his breadth of knowledge, experience and conviction. His bi-vocational background in Christian ministry and Religious Education has given him a unique profile. On the one hand he has a capacity to ‘catch the breeze’ of new spiritual movements within the church without loosing his hold on its orthodox faith, and on the other his secular work in education has not allowed him to escape the scrutiny of competing worldviews. This profile gives Gordon a capacity to offer wise observations in both spheres. 

			The two volumes offer the reader an opportunity to engage with Gordons distilled wisdom drawn from diverse contexts and fuelled by an evangelical desire to see the church grow and flourish. C S Lewis once wrote that “Most people don’t need to be taught, they need only to be reminded.” Gordon does this admirably and his work merits reading as it urges us, once more, to ‘live by the Spirit’.

			Rev Chris Casey BA(Hons), PGCE

			Area Dean of Burnley/Interim Area Dean of Pendle Vicar of St John the Divine, Cliviger with St John the Evangelist, Worsthorne

			As we look at the world in which we live, we see the pace of change accelerating and the nature of change rapidly evolving. The increasing volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity that we experience requires us to think deeply about our response as Christians. In this book, Gordon Campbell rightly challenges us to examine our calling as a Kingdom community that both models a better way and seeks to bring transformation and hope to the world around it. Gordon’s commitment to the word and Spirit will cause you to ask many important questions and consider what it means to, “... belong to God, but live in a foreign land.”

			Revd Rich Webb, MEng, MA (Cantab), MTh

			I have known the author for over fifty years, and he brings his impressive experience as a pastor and teacher to address the biblical theme of the Kingdom of God.  It is a grand theme too often neglected, but the author is persuasive in his challenge to the Church to fully partake in the lifestyle of the kingdom. Earthly kingdoms serve to delude and deceive us, and only God’s kingdom has transforming power. The followers of Jesus should constantly renew their calling as ambassadors of the new kingdom God is bringing to birth through Christ.  Study this book and it will stir a longing to experience the power and joy of God’s gracious Kingdom.

			David Coffey OBE

			Past President of the Baptist World Alliance

			Former General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain.  

			Prologue

			A Story

			Anyone who comes from Glasgow comes with baggage, tends to emerge with an optimistic or pessimistic view of life.   Somehow I found myself stuck in the middle unlike some of my contemporaries.   This middle-ground determined how I pictured life and that trend has continued with me throughout life.   That factor was evidenced in my early church connections which gave me a varied ecclesiology.   My parents, ardent Christians, attended four different churches – not at the same time, of course.   Their main commitment was to a mission in the centre of Glasgow.    It was in one of the poorest areas of the city with poverty, a high crime rate and inadequate housing.   Despite the downside, the mission was the main community of faith we attended, and I loved the atmosphere.   I have a vivid memory of a black pastor and singers from the southern States of the USA, holding a month’s evangelistic mission in downtown Glasgow.   Their approach was to preach, sings gospel songs, tell stories and play their band of ‘silver instruments’ to trumpet the message.   For people in the area it was a bit of heaven on earth, and I loved it.

			The mission was held in the Tent Hall, sited amid high rise flats populated by people from many deprived backgrounds.   The name of the auditorium, which could hold more than 2,000 people at the Saturday/Sunday events, arose out of the D.L. Moody evangelistic crusades in the late 19th century.   Moody had preached on Glasgow Green, a vast park, and had used a Tent to shelter people from the inclement weather.   Many thousands responded to the gospel, but the churches were unable to cope with the numbers because there was a cultural gulf between the church and the people.   Thankfully, Christian businessmen bought a building in Salt Street which they named the Tent Hall, after Moody’s tent, for ‘gospel’ work.  Sadly, that mission is no longer there for in its place stands a huge Mosque (Masjid – Arabic) purchased by Saudi Arabian money.   Such a dramatic contrast is contrary to the motto of the city by St Mungo (6th c) which, in full, declares:  ‘Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of his word and the praising of his name.’   The Tent Hall may be gone, but the gospel is now trumpeted across the city by a growing number of Gospel kingdom churches.

			My time in Glasgow came to a dramatic end when my father, having accepted the call to be pastor of a Messianic Church in Stamford Hill, London.  In the city, I entered into a completely new world.      It wasn’t only that Londoners were different from what I had been used to, many of the people who were members of the church had survived the Holocaust in Europe.  As a non-Jewish family (Goyem, Gentiles) our background was different, but they were loving, warm and friendly to us, and soon introduced us to songs and prayers in Hebrew, Polish and English.   Five years later, my father received a call to a Baptist Church on Tyneside, and I became an adopted ‘Geordie.’   The community was sizeable, with several hundred members and over a thousand young people.   The way of doing church in these last two ‘churches,’ was distinctly different from what I had been used to in Scotland.   Somehow, I emerged from these conflicting differences with an optimistic view towards life.     Time passed, and life took another turn when I was in the Middle East.   I was dramatically saved when sitting on board an aircraft which caught fire at 37,000 feet, and almost immediately, heard the call of God to preach and teach!   Perhaps  more of that later, that is my conversion story.

			Eventually, this led to Bible College in Derbyshire and Theological College in London, and to pastoral ministry in Baptist churches, including a BMC in the city of London.   By preaching across different networks and attending many evangelical and charismatic conferences, I gained a wider grasp of the Church of God in the UK.   In addition to my call to pastoral ministry, I also responded to the call of God to become a secondary school teacher and managed, by the grace and the generosity of God, to intermingle both.   In general terms, the twofold calling complemented each other.

			Moving on from the personal glimpses and the influence of churches, my spiritual journey is just as complex.   Biblically and theologically, my evangelical understanding of the Scriptures is rock solid, but I have avoided giving myself a classification much to the annoyance of some of my friends.   Over the years there have been many movements or streams of spiritual renewal that have passed through heart and mind.   Certainly, I have come to realise that I am forever learning to keep in step with the Spirit, and have often stumbled to read the signs of the times.   Clearly, we are going through a period of transition in Britain at the present time, including cultural, racial, social, ethical and national changes by leaving the EU.   Given that, I delight in all that God is doing across our four nations, but have concluded that there must be major radical changes across all networks if we are going to save the people from paganism and any of the other ‘isms’ that are emerging in the 21st century.   What that means will be for others to decipher, but with less than 6% of the population (taken at Easter), attending church we would do well to reflect deeply what that is saying to us.

			What we are facing in the UK is not just the decline of the church, but the abandonment of the Christian gospel.   The churches, of whatever shape individually and corporately, will have to come on bended knee before God for a stay of execution for we are in a really desperate position.   Many churches and leaders have feasted at the table of charismatic blessings, enjoyed the scene, and then abandoned the real guts of what it meant to be a really effective movement for God in line with the Early Church in the New Testament.   Most churches, where there is evidence of life, still seem to be happy with the gentle rhythm of life that does not change the worshippers, let alone attempt to turn the world upside down.   As I said, something has to change and hopefully there will be those who will be prepared to stand still, seek God, and see the salvation of gospel and church.   If we are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God, and we are, we would do well to heed the words of A.W. Tozer:

			‘The world is perishing for lack of the knowledge of God and the Church is famishing for want of his presence’ (The Pursuit of God, 1948, p 71).   What he said then, applies equally to our time.

			Preface

			To attempt to write a book about spiritual engagement is no easy feat, but then this study is simply an overview of several themes.   Factually, ‘renewal movements’ have perpetuated across the UK for over three hundred years.   Without going through a long list, it is worth mentioning those that appeared to have made the biggest impact on the United Kingdom.   The 17th century revivals under John Wesley and George Whitfield, the 1859 Revival across all the four nations, the 1904/5 Revival in the Welsh valleys, and the Sunderland, Lowestoft and Lewis local revivals (1920’s-1950’s).   There have been other ‘refreshing times’ with the emergence of the Charismatic Movement, and the ‘Toronto Blessing.’   By and large these have long since gone in terms of their impact on churches, but it is vital that we never forget the positive features of those movements of God across the UK and other nations.    Yes, there were mistakes and some damage may have been done, but when the Lord gives ‘times of refreshing’ with a view to strengthening and equipping the church, it would be churlish to rubbish what God has achieved through those experiences.

			My concern is to give attention to the ‘beginning of things’ in terms of how we advance spiritually and practically.   It has often puzzled me that while there has been much attention given to advancing the cause of Christ through the words of Jesus, there was less attention on the works of Jesus.   Even at the best of times, it has to be acknowledged that large tracts of church life, be they charismatic or otherwise, have continually stalled due to the mysterious illness of insipid growth.   In some respects, gospel people appear to be their own worst enemy by flitting from one ‘new’ way of doing the stuff, to doing virtually nothing to impact communities beyond the church door.   Now, of course, there has been success in some areas, for example the BMC churches in London and Birmingham, and the sudden arrival of some thirty churches across the Midlands, running into the thousands of members each that did not exist thirty-five years ago.   While acknowledging that, and other encouraging pockets of growth, there are still many areas across the nation where the ‘fields may be white to harvest’ but the Christian labourers are not just few, they are almost non-existent.   Christian statisticians are brilliant at presenting a picture of the church of God across nations, which make fascinating and troubling reading, but that does little to address the issue of ‘failed’ growth.   Perhaps, now is the time to return to basics – the basics of the Early Church – and begin again with the ‘core values’ and ‘beliefs’ of the pioneering apostolic bands.   The themes chosen are in keeping with the aim of encouraging reflection that will drive us to abandon our stalemates, and move forward in faith towards the opportunities the Spirit of God will initiate within us and for us.

			Inevitably, within those main themes there will be targeted areas that are part and parcel of the life of the Early Church.    Reviewing the Gospels, the book of Acts, and some writings in the Epistles should wet our appetite to persevere not only over familiar areas, but be willing to start afresh.   For example, whatever mediums we use today – and there is a constant flow emerging for our use – we need to be clear about our message and our methods.

			Faith, spiritual authority and prophetic insights are a must when it comes to pursuing dynamic changes.   And yes, there have been a number of recent activities through the establishment of hubs, the evangelistic ‘Turning’ outreach in Reading, and a variety of ‘renewal movements’ that offer the latest in Christian development.  But fundamentally, there is a deeper need than simply following all the current ‘moves’ however good they appear, when really we need to return to the beginning and pursue ‘core’ elements that were part of the 1st Church.   I can hear the cries, not again... but then every time the church of God does just that, and church history confirms that – there is transformation, growth and glory to God.   And who, in any church community today, would not want that?   The issue is one of reaching the point when we just stop what we are doing, stand back and look afresh at the New Testament and with prophetic insight, start afresh.   Can that be done?  Yes, it can.   Are leaders prepared to do that?   Well, how we respond to an opportunity to do it again is based on dynamic prayer, a fresh anointing of the Spirit, a prophetic perspective and hearts filled with the fire of God.   There is every possibility of seeing Jesus Christ crucified, risen, exalted and glorified to the praise of our God and Heavenly Father in the present decade can we not therefore say?   Even so, ‘Come Lord Jesus’ (Rev. 22: 20).

			A Perspective

			The sovereign purpose of God has always been to build the kingdom of the gospel of Jesus Christ and populate the planet with a new humanity – the Church of God.  The plan of this book is to draw attention to what is possible with those same people, under the calling and authority of Christ.   However we define ‘the faith once delivered to the saints’ we do live in a very challenging and unforgiving age, but the Lord has not left himself without witnesses.   Worldwide, the Church of God is still the most powerful society on planet earth, with resources in God that is way beyond the machinations of Satanic darkness that resist and attempt to destroy what God has purposed for the present and the future.  That is where, Breaking-through and Reaching-out is an attempt to refocus our eyes on Jesus, and capture what he has planned by charging the believing community into walking afresh in faith and supernatural ministry to fulfil the calling of God.  The areas of study are familiar so there is nothing essentially new, but reviewing the familiar will help us to recover what many leaders and churches have lost, which is vital for progression into a necessary new dedication to the truths that are everlastingly vital for God’s honour and glory (Heb. 12: 22-28).  In that regard, under the same central theme, there are two volumes.   Book 1 is subtitled: A Call to Engage – Enjoying the Presence – Today, which centres on the dynamics of the Kingdom of God.   I have followed John Bright’s view that the theme of the kingdom of God is one of the great unifying concepts close to the total message of the Bible (The Kingdom of God in Bible and Church, 1955).   To call believers back to a concept that many of us have been engaged with for some years is no mean challenge.   Some readers might argue that they have frequently listened to and heard teaching on the topic.   Be that as it may, it is my observation that many churches, of various theological persuasions, may be familiar with the concept but rarely is that played out in the nitty-gritty of regular activities in church life.   In fact, I can guarantee that little or nothing is taught on this subject from one year to the next, thereby limiting believers from enjoying a kingdom lifestyle.   Jesus was the one person, after John the Baptist, who dropped a theological bomb among the people when he announced that the ‘kingdom of God is among you’ – the new age had arrived!   To test this lack of understanding I suggest that church leaders ask people to tell them what they understand about the kingdom of God.  I believe the response by many will be blank stares.   It is just not very high on their spiritual agenda.  Thus the importance of bringing this great theme to the attention of believers, hoping they might see the value of this thrilling topic.   The idea of ‘kingdom’ runs through the entire text in the Old and New Testaments.   To highlight this vital truth with the following adjoining biblical truths should enrich us all as we examine what the Spirit wants to teach us.   The connected themes in Book 1 draw our attention to the ministry of Jesus, the work of the Spirit, the importance of belonging, believing and behaving.    The demanding nature of the Gospel of the good news brings about transformation – from the beginning of the Christian life to a way of life that is part of celebrating constant on-going change which leads to growth and development.   Living and dying in the Spirit is far from easy, yet such is the nature of discipleship that communities emerge to bring about a ‘new order’ for humanity – a new age – God’s age, through Christ.   For all believers, it is really time to get on board and enjoy the ride.

			Book 2, carries on under the same banner ‘Breaking Through and Reaching Out’, but like Book 1  demands that we come face to face with another call - A Call to Ignite – because living in the Spirit concentrates the Christian on God’s on-going work in the life of the believer and church.    We will give attention to the ‘intoxicating experience of God’s action in our lives’ for the benefit of all – both believer and nonbeliever.   It is an astonishing fact that beyond the doors of the church – people do live – but they live with constant agendas and addictions that do them no good.  The church, sadly seems to be deaf to the many ‘plagues’ that batter so many people.    No, this is not about Covid, though it does seem to do damage to too many people.   We don’t disregard that modern phenomenon, but seek to see the value of offering something that brings about dynamic alteration to personal living.  The way forward is to hear and listen to the ‘gospel songs’ – the songs of life – songs of triumph – songs that tell the old biblical story.   God has not gone away, so it behoves us to march in step with his step if we are going to see radical change in our society that appears to become more and more corrupt as the days go by.   My advice to every believer is to ‘hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches’ and to the world at large – and that we aim to apply truth in Book 2 to lifestyles and congregations – we hope you find time to read both books.

			One of the significant passages of teaching in the New Testament is about the value of authority – spiritual authority is to be found in Paul’s Letter to the Church in Ephesus: Eph 1: 17-22:

			”I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jess Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far from above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.    And he put all things under his feet  and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all” (ESV).

			Part 1
Releasing the Kingdom - Today

			Mark Driscoll, an American Pastor, has argued like many of us in the UK that Christendom is dead in western nations.   Mark was responsible for planting Mars Hill Church in Seattle in 1996.   He writes:

			“With the help of a small group of broke, newly converted, single rockers trying to reach a city that had more dogs and cats than children and evangelical Christians.   He admitted that there were times when things went wrong, and they failed, which should have slowed down the growth of the gospel.   Thankfully, it didn’t for they started with a motley crew of arty people in a living room of a rental home, with literally nothing but an open Bible and open hearts.   Out of that insignificant start a church was built one changed life at a time.   It became one of the nation’s largest and fastest-growing churches in the United States, based upon an hour plus of Bible preaching every week.   It made no sense.   Every time the media asked what the secret is, we tell them the same thing: it does not matter who is against you if Jesus is with you.   Many of the new believers are young, single, college educated, not virgins, who have spent more time with porn than with Paul.   They represent the first generation of their families, breaking decades of unbelief, perversion, addiction and folly” (M. Driscoll, A Call to Resurgence, Tyndale, 2013, 3-5).

			Unfortunately, addiction is at an all-time high in our nation across many generations, from teens to people in their sixties plus.    For the last thirty years or so, there has been a movement across many people groups where, sexual perversion is no longer teenagers making hay while the sun shines.   Sexual experimentation is as prominent among the older generations as it is among the 20s-40s.   Porn is almost a constant feature at parties and events, as is drug-taking – even at what would have been classed as a ‘safe’ get together.   Girls and women are targeted constantly to show off their bodies while taking payments for the same.   Increasingly, there appears to be little shame as people stumble around for the next fix – be it drugs or sex or some complicated perversion, hoping for some kind of high.   Culturally, it is now apparent that fraud, cheating, stealing, robbing ordinary people, has become par for the course by some insurance companies and banks.   Huge bonuses are grabbed by the CEO’s or directors of companies who are handed huge sums of money annually.   The social mores are being trampled left right and centre for the justice system is broken, and people are left high and dry without any chance of returns of money stolen.  The nation is constantly swallowing addiction after addiction such is the low level of moral purity.   So, there it is, the same issues again – money, sex and power.  So, where is the church in all this?   Well, for the most part it seems to carry on without realising what is happening around it.   Yes, it dives into some areas by helping the poor, the neglected and the disenfranchised.   Sadly, its attempts at racial harmony has only been superficial, and there is a growing demand for the community of God’s people to be more active in this area.   Let us hope and pray that the days ahead will see the church marching again with banners flying, as it proclaims the gospel of the kingdom of God into those areas of moral depravity.

			Reflection

			Magic Kingdom or Jesus’ Kingdom?

			When Patricia Gearing buried her daughter in a cemetery near Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire, in 1998, she placed a simple cross on her grave.   The local council officials told her to remove it, since ‘crosses are discouraged.’   In its place she asked permission to erect a headstone featuring Mickey Mouse and was told that the authorities were happy with that!   The magic kingdom of Disney exercises a persuasive influence in our society.   Its symbols even have the power to displace the traditional symbols of the Christian faith.   The kingdom of Disney purveys a set of values based on the mainstream American dream, based on a nostalgic past while pointing customers to an optimistic future.   Disney’s romantic interpretations of the past and optimistic predictions of the future are designed to make people escape the present.   But once the visit has been made, the film watched or the merchandise purchased, today’s reality has an ugly habit of reasserting itself.   The magic wears off.   The truth is that nothing has changed.

			How different is the kingdom of Jesus.   The kingdom of Jesus transforms and embraces reality.  Jesus not only encountered evil but overcame it by embracing it on the cross (Col. 2: 15). Tom Smail puts it well:

			‘Christ comes to the cross as the fireman comes to the fire, as the lifeboat comes to the sinking ship, as the rescue team comes to the wounded man in the alpine snow.  They have what it takes to help and deliver.’ (Sermon, June, 1979, Portsmouth).

			So Christ on the cross comes to where the Father, in his holy wrath has handed over sinners to the consequences of their sin.  In stepping into the void, Jesus’ redemptive action, brought ‘peace through his blood, shed on the cross’(Col. 1: 20).   This is reality and not fantasy and make-believe.  Jesus’ kingdom is the REAL kingdom.

			The Bible opens with the statement, “In the beginning God ...” (Gen. 1: 1).   Just that – God is.   There is no attempt to prove the existence of God.   This truth that ‘God is’ is stated throughout Scripture.  And in reading through the bible it soon becomes obvious that God is not only omnipotent, omniscience, omnipresent but sovereign.  The sovereign or kingdom acts of God are ways of understanding who God is, and how God behaves.  No matter whether you are in the Old or New Testament, the story is a story of a God who acts constantly and surprisingly, in keeping with his character, and providentially directs all things (Ps. 103: 19; Rom. 11: 36; 1 Cor. 15: 27; Eph. 1: 11).  The way to identify this surprise is to see God’s presence and purpose, enshrined in the kingdom of God teaching and life that is part and parcel of both testaments.   Throughout God is King – King over everything in heaven and earth.   Clearly, the ‘rule’ of God is to be found throughout the bible from Genesis to Revelation.   John Bright, the Old Testament scholar, comments:

			“The concept of the kingdom of God involves, in a real sense, the total message of the bible...   To grasp what is meant by the kingdom of God, is to come very close to the heart of the bible’s gospel of salvation” (The Kingdom of God in Bible and Church, 1955, 7).

			Overall the word ‘kingdom’ appears over two hundred times in the Old Testament, using 5 Hebrew words, whereas in the New Testament the word is used nearly one hundred and fifty times.   The kingdom of God (Gk: basileia tou Theou) and the kingdom of heaven (Gk: basileia tou ouranon) are interchangeable and appear one hundred and nineteen times in the Gospels.   In the meantime, Christians of every generation are called to be actively engaged in pursuing what God had intended right from the beginning of time - the establishment of a kingdom which will form the basis of the final kingdom community in that far off day, at the end of time.

			Believing is Seeing

			Seeing the truths of God’s sovereign actions as biblically recorded provides us with a global perspective of his total plan for humankind.   The five rings, an adaption from another source, allow us to see common links between each ‘ringed theme’ and thereby provides a bigger vision of God’s intentions.   The only authentic story of God we have is found in the pages of the Scriptures (Old and New Testaments).

			These narratives not only share the essential nature and attributes of God, but also provide insights into God’s transcendence and immanence.    The kingdom element is prominent in the narratives of both Testaments and is a constant theme throughout the sixty six books of the bible.   The word ‘kingdom’ is scarce in certain recorded events, but does not mean that it is not present in other forms.   Take the Psalms for instance, where the word rarely appears, yet every song seems to confirm that God is very much in charge of the cosmos.   It is also worth recognising that the Psalter was written over many decades, and always pictures the overarching benefits to God’s people if they remain faithful.   That feature undergirds the way God’s sovereign actions are brought together.   The story of God’s being and actions are pursued through these five interlocking ringed stories:

			[image: ]The God Ring

			These stories are connected in the writings of both Testaments.  Take the apostle Paul: “Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God (and) I will not ... speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done” (Rom. 15; 17-18).   Through the story of Israel and the story of Jesus, the Gentile world has been offered the blessings of the covenant of Abraham (Gen. 12: 2; Gal. 3: 8).   As a result of the mercy and grace of God both Jew and Gentile come together to be one ‘new people – the Church’ (Eph. 2: 13, 19).   The five rings give us an insight into God’s glorious plan, through the provision of salvation for human kind, through the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and his physical resurrection from the grave (Acts 15: 3-8; 1 Pet. 3: 18).

			To open the pages of the Bible is to be confronted with a God who is, for his existence is never explained.   In a sense, God is taken for granted in that his existence is just stated, but he exists not only for himself but also for the world of humanity.   In fact, whenever God is mentioned in the Scriptures the words: grace, mercy, justice, love and glory are never far away.  God is unique as Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the Tri-unity who, as sovereign Lord overseas everything in heaven and earth.   Therefore, according to the texts, in the Old and New Testament, each member is co-divine, co-equal and co-eternal with one another, for their unity is sacrosanct.   Yet, God is not some impersonal power, but a personal God who is Spirit, who transcends the entire world order and deserves to be worshipped:

			‘To reflect upon

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					It led to a revival in 1727 known as the Moravian Pentecost.

					It resulted in a 24/7 prayer movement which lasted for a hundred years.

					It caused the Church to see that ‘missions’ was a ‘cause celebre’ in order to expand God’s kingdom worldwide.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					an evil spirit is driven out of a man in the synagogue in Capernaum

					the mother-in-law of one of the disciples is healed

					a leper is restored and cleansed of leprosy

					a paralysed man is healed of his paralysis

					a man’s shrivelled hand is completely restored

					a demon-possessed man is set free

					a woman with a haemorrhage is healed

					a daughter is raised from the dead (Mk. 1: 13-5: 43).

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					It is the reign or rule of God;

					It is a future apocalyptic world into which the righteous enter at the end of the age;

					It is the presence of the kingdom which will release his power in the world;

					It is a present realm or sphere into which people enter (G.E. Ladd, Jesus and the Kingdom).

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					the priority in gospel evangelism is the glory of God

					the sharing of the gospel witness is always personal and corporate

					the communication of the gospel is both proclamation and demonstration

					the outcome of faith-sharing is the formation of the Christian community

					the dynamic that brings about gospel transformation is the Holy Spirit

					the preservation of the gospel community is through worship, prayer, fellowship and discipleship.

			

			
			
			
					prophecy is a work of the Holy Spirit

					prophecy gives direction to a community of believers

					prophecy motivates changes that are necessary for God’s work to expand

					prophecy enhances the unity of the community

					prophecy confirms the significance of the preached word and deed.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					one of the great truths of the gospel is the kingdom of God

					what God is like and only Jesus can reconcile us to God

					that wayward humanity can be transformed

					what it is to be truly human

					that the more godly we are the more human we become

					helps us to have a life of worship, faith and witness.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					The Spirit and Prophetic announcements

					The Spirit and the Birth of Jesus

					The Spirit and John the Baptist

					The Spirit and Jesus’ Baptism

					The Spirit and Jesus’ ministry in the wilderness

					The Spirit and Spiritual darkness

					The Spirit Empowers Jesus to proclaim the Gospel

					The Spirit of Joy and Prayer

					The Spirit and Salvation

					The Spirit and Worship

					The Spirit and the Counsellor

					The Spirit and the Mission of the Church

			

			
			
					The prophetic announcements

					The Birth of Jesus

					The anointing of Jesus for his life-work

					The temptations of Jesus in the wilderness

					The purpose of Jesus’ ministry – salvation.

					The Spirit and Prophecy

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					The Lord is with you and you have found favour with God

					You will conceive in your womb and bear a son

					And you shall call his name Jesus

					He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High;

					And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his Father, David,

					And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever;

					And of his kingdom there will be no end   (Luke 1: 31-33).

			

			
			
			
			
			
					My soul glorifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour

					The Lord knows me as a humble servant and generations will call me blessed

					The Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name

					His mercy extends from generation to generation

					He has performed mighty deeds – and scattered those who are proud

					He has brought down rulers and lifted up the humble

					He has filled the hungry with good things, but sent the rich away

					He has helped his servant Israel and has been merciful

					He has remembered our descendents and the promises made to Abraham

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					He praised God because the sovereign Lord had given what he promised

					His eyes have seen God’s salvation for all nations

					A light of revelation has risen for the Gentiles

					The Messiah is the glory of Israel   (Luke 2: 29-32).

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Kingdom music always has a message – a word that lives in the singers.

					Kingdom music has a purpose – for it endeavours to glorify God.

					Kingdom music is holistic and often healing.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					You were dead in your sins because of your sinful nature

					God made you alive with Christ and forgave your sins

					The written code – the legal documents – has been cancelled

					That which was against and opposed him was taken away

					He did that by nailing it to the cross with the word ‘cancelled’ across it

					He disarmed the powers and authorities against him – human and satanic

					He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Christ died for sins once for all

					He was put to death in the body

					He was made alive in the Spirit

					He preached to spirits in prison

					Noah’s people were saved by water

					Water symbolises baptism

					Baptism pledges a good conscience

					It saves believers by the resurrection of Jesus Christ

					Christ is in heaven at God’s right hand.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					There is Justification, by which we are declared righteous.

					There is Adoption, by which we are known as children of God.

					There is Sanctification, by which we pursue our spiritual growth

					There is Glorification, by which we enter the final New Age.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					All believers are called to engage in prayer on behalf of others.

					The power and authority is given by Christ to invite the Holy Spirit to come as you pray over people.

					This may take place on church property, in a home or at a conference.

					It is often better to pray in pairs if the person(s) are open to that.

					In praying for people who are not personally known it is wise to make introductions.

					Such praying is always to be done relationally for you represent the King of kings and Lord of Lords.

					Be wise, and ask the person why they have asked for or come for prayer, like a specific need.

					Listen carefully to what is said and ask the Spirit for guidance before answering.

					Not everyone who asks for prayer is articulate and may not be clear as to why they need prayer.

					If that is the case, it is wise to do a bit of prayerful prompting.

					The range of needs may be wide, so step forward faithfully, humbly and lovingly.

					Let the person tell their story and gently assist if the person stumbles over their story.

					Again, what they say is crucial and not your own story, which you may use briefly, if appropriate.

					The following list is not exhaustive: a known disease, mental disorientation, hearing issues, years of medication without recovery, cancer, fear of the future, diabetes, broken limb(s) unhealed, problems over salvation, broken relationships, divorce and re-marriage, a growth, no assurance, God doesn’t love me, abortion, IVF and no pregnancy, gambling addiction, social misfit, does God care about physically impaired people, is there any hope for a sexual predator, I have been unfaithful to my partner, I want to be baptised in the Spirit, a person complains of abuse physically/emotionally, et. al.

					Whatever the need, the first thing to do is to wait and see what God is doing for he has brought the person forward for prayer and don’t be shocked by anyone’s confession.

					If you have particular spiritual gifts, such a tongues, prophecy, dreams, ask if there are objections.

					Laying on of hands is quite normal, but ask first if they are happy with that.

					Again, if there are large numbers present, be it in church, or a conference, give the person space.

					Make certain that you know specific verses from the Bible to assist you when praying for someone.

					If your memory fails at the precise moment you are talking with someone, use your bible.

					Don’t overspend time with the person and be willing to pass them on to someone more experienced if there is a need to do that – with permission from the person you are speaking with.

					When praying – particularly for healing – some may become disoriented – and start to fall – if so gently lower them to the ground (two people) with one staying.

					Remember all that takes place is in confidence and if there is a remarkable transformation ask if the person is willing to let that be known, or willing to give testimony to what happened – no demanding.

					At the end of the prayer time encourage the person to move on with the Lord, and encourage them to ‘walk in the Spirit.’

					On occasion it may be wise to suggest the person sees a ‘specialist’ to confirm a healing or some changes that have to take place and would value some extra pastoral support.

					Any serious matter that could involve outside authorities should be kept inviolate until there is agreement as to what might be the route to follow.

					Usually, there are pastorally trained people, women and men, present and they can be called upon when necessary.

					This is GOD’S WORK and you are the channel that the Lord, by the Spirit, is working through you so all the praise and thanks are to him alone.

					One final note – remember the Lord may pass all these ‘guided’ reflective ways of assisting people, because if there is a real work of God – a revival – initially none of the above will matter then – but may be useful at some later date.
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