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The Metropolitan Trust’s vault chamber gleamed like the inside of a cybernetic ribcage. Forty stories above the harbor district, suspended in a web of laser grids and motion sensors, the primary depository hummed with the low thrum of counter-gravity seals. I hung from the shadows beneath the maintenance catwalk, cloaked in the matte black of my tactical cowl, and watched her work.

Vesper.

She had been a ghost for ninety-two nights. A whisper in ventilation systems, a flicker on corrupted security feeds, a red-lipped smirk left behind in empty vaults where millions in assets had vanished without a trace. They called her the Cat of Meridian City. Interpol had seventeen different aliases on file and not a single photograph that showed more than the curve of her hip or the gleam of her eyes in infrared.

But tonight, she was flesh. And she was magnificent.
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She was bent over the thermal lock, her weight balanced on the balls of her feet in a crouch that made every muscle in her legs stand out in sharp relief beneath her suit. The catsuit was a masterpiece of criminal engineering—obsidian latex layered over carbon-weave mesh so thin it might as well have been painted on. It clung to her like a jealous lover, delineating every lethal contour. Her ass was two high, tight globes of athletic perfection, the material stretched so thin across them that I could see the dimples at the base of her spine flex as she manipulated her tools. The suit dove between her shoulder blades in a plunging V, baring the long, elegant trough of her spine and the shift of her lats as she worked. Her raven hair was caught in a severe ponytail that swung like a pendulum, occasionally brushing the upper curve of her ass, and when she reached forward to adjust a wire, the motion rippled through her obliques in a display of core strength that made my mouth go dry.

From my vantage, I could see the side of her breast, straining against the suit’s front zipper, the inner swell pale and dusted with a sheen of sweat from her infiltration. She was lithe but not skinny—there was a lushness to her hips, a heaviness to her tits that spoke of genetics as generous as her training was ruthless. She moved with the economical grace of a predator, every gesture precise, no energy wasted.

I dropped from the catwalk.
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The impact cratered the marble floor, spiderweb cracks radiating outward, the shockwave triggering a dozen proximity alarms that she’d disabled thirty seconds prior. She spun in a blur, a taser-dagger flashing from her sleeve toward my throat. I caught her wrist mid-lunge, my fingers manacling around bones as delicate as a bird’s wing, and used her momentum to spin her. Her back slammed against the vault door with a resonant clang that echoed through the chamber.

For a heartbeat, we were frozen.

She was smaller than I expected—five-four to my six-four, a hundred and twenty pounds of compact, enhanced athleticism. But she filled my vision completely. The catsuit’s zipper had slipped lower in the scuffle, and I could see the deep valley between her breasts, rising and falling in rapid, controlled pants. Her nipples were hard, visible as tight peaks straining against the latex, whether from the vault’s chill or the adrenaline of capture. Her waist cinched in dramatically before flaring into hips that pressed against my armor. Her thighs were parted around my leg, the powerful muscles of her inner thighs gripping my knee through the glossy material.

And she felt me.
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Her emerald eyes—cat-like, luminous, flecked with gold—widened as my cock, already thickening with the chemical cocktail of combat and proximity, pressed hard and unmistakable against her lower stomach. A slow, devastating smile curled her crimson mouth.

“Well, well,” she purred, rolling her hips in a sinuous circle that dragged her latex-clad mound along my rigid length. The friction even through two layers of tactical fabric was electric. “The city’s golden boy. Is that a reinforced baton in your pants, Vanguard, or are you just happy to finally catch me?”

My grip tightened on her wrist. With my free hand, I gripped her jaw, tilting her face up until she was forced to meet my gaze. Her skin was velvet under my calloused fingers, fever-hot. “You talk too much, thief.”

“And you think too loud,” she breathed, her tongue darting out to wet her lower lip. “I can feel your pulse through your cock, hero. You’re not here for justice. You’re here for this.”

She ground against me again, deliberately, her eyes fluttering as the pressure hit her own clit through the thin suit. The scent of her hit me then—not just sweat, but the warm, musky undertone of female arousal, sharp and unmistakable. She’d been enjoying the chase as much as I had.

I snapped null-cuffs around her wrists. The mag-locks engaged with a pneumatic hiss, binding her arms behind her back. The action thrust her chest out, her breasts straining the latex zipper to its absolute limit, the swells threatening to spill free. She didn’t struggle. If anything, she arched into the restraint, her pupils dilating.

“Taking me to the Spire?” she asked, her voice dropping an octave, husky with suggestion.

“Taking you somewhere you can’t run,” I growled.

I hoisted her over my shoulder in a fireman’s carry. She gasped, the sound sharp and breathy, her body folding with athletic compliance. From this angle, her ass was directly in my line of sight—two perfect, muscular globes sheathed in glossy black, the latex creaking softly as she shifted. I settled my palm over the right cheek, feeling the incredible firmness, the heat radiating through the material. I squeezed. Hard.

She jolted, a moan escaping her that she tried to bite back. “Brute,” she accused, but her thighs parted slightly, giving me a glimpse of the swollen seam between her legs.

I launched upward.
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The skylight shattered around us as we punched through into the night air. Vesper clung to my trajectory, her bound hands fisting in my cape, her thighs trembling against my shoulders as we broke the sound barrier. Wind screamed. Neon lights blurred into streaks of acid green and magenta below. I kept my hand clamped on her ass the entire flight, my thumb tracing the cleft through the latex, feeling her squirm with every pass near her most guarded entrance. By the time the Aerie’s seals hissed shut behind us, she was panting, her body radiating heat like a furnace, and my cock was a rigid, painful bar straining against my suit, precum darkening the inner lining.

I threw her onto the combat bed.
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She bounced with a breathless laugh, her hair spilling from its tie in a wild, raven cascade across the charcoal sheets. Her chest heaved, making the mounds of her breasts strain dangerously against the suit’s plunging neckline, the zipper teeth groaning. The null-cuffs pinned her arms behind her back, arching her spine, thrusting her tits toward me in obscene offering. Her legs were slightly parted, the glossy material of her suit crotch darkened with a wet patch that made my blood thunder.

“So,” she said, her voice breathy but still edged with that taunting lilt. “What’s the charge? Breaking and entering? Or just breaking your composure?”

I tore my chest plate
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