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      Ever get the feeling you’re being watched? Or perhaps something sinister lurks around the corner? What dark forces hide in the forest when you’re forced to tread it alone late at night?

      These and other frightful moments are captured in the 45 poems within this book. The verses explore the nightmarish moments that blur the lines between reality and imagination, weaving tales of terror narrated through the rhythmic flow of words.

      Consider, for instance, the title poem, “Terrors.” In the early years of my youngest, Jax, night terrors cast a haunting shadow. This traumatic experience is a nightmare for both the child and the family, who watch helplessly. Night terrors have no known cure, and loved ones are cautioned against awakening the child, leaving them to navigate these “terrors” alone. Jax eventually outgrew them, but the lasting impact on us all is unforgettable.

      Among the collection are poems that celebrate mythical monsters such as zombies, vampires, and werewolves. Additionally, there are “horror holiday” poems crafted for occasions like Halloween, Thanksgiving, Krampusnacht (Krampus Night), and Christmas. The final Christmas poem draws inspiration from a meme humorously suggesting that the name “Santa” is a misspelling of “Satan.” It’s important to note that these poems don’t reflect the author’s beliefs about the occult.

      If the onset of the holiday season induces a spooky mood, look no further than the poems in this book. Beyond horror holiday verses and those inspired by real-life events, the words are designed to send shivers down your spine and keep you sleeping with the lights on. Read at your own risk, for soon, you’ll find yourself glancing over your shoulder and checking under your bed. Beware of that unexpected knock at your door, as it just might open to reveal the very thing that haunts you in your sleep.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        For my niece, Izabel, with love

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Spooky Season

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Come now, little goblins,

        Let us roam free once again.

        Call upon the other monsters

        Slumbering in their den.

      

        

      
        The witches fly on their brooms,

        Vampires are ready for your doom.

        Finally, the world recognizes us

        As spooky creatures that are real.

      

        

      
        See how they set out Jack-o-lanterns

        And hang up their artificial webs.

        They think that they can scare us off.

        Little do they know we hunger for their grebs.

      

        

      
        Now, it’s time to come and play.

        To haunt. To feast. To scare.

        For it is now the spooky season

        And we are free to roam everywhere.

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Haunted House

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        The sign on the door said

        “Enter if you dare.”

        The door opens on its own

        But no one is there.

      

        

      
        The floorboards creek

        As I walk inside.

        Shadows dart about

        As if trying to hide.

      

        

      
        An eerie moan

        Sounds from a room.

        A ghostly priest walks about

        Muttering nothing but doom.

      

        

      
        The sound of chains being dragged

        Are on the floor from behind.

        I open a door to a room,

        Wondering what I will find.

      

        

      
        Inside of the room,

        Dry blood is on every wall.

        A trap door opens beneath me

        And I scream as I fall.

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            On the Night of a Full Moon

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Here we sit in the light of a full moon

        Among the dead buried deep.

        How peaceful it must be to be buried deep in the earth,

        Resting in an eternal sleep.

      

        

      
        An owl hoots in the distance

        As I lift a handful of dirt from the ground

        And place it into the glass jar that I brought.

        I notice little critters scurry all around.

      

        

      
        I recite the spell for this night,

        With words as ancient as time.

        They fall from my lips as if I was born to say them

        In a soothing, lulling rhyme.

      

        

      
        I rise to greet the moonlight,

        Becoming one with Death.

        I give a final cry of freedom,

        Speaking my piece with my last breath.

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Invitation

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Join me now in the darkness.

        Come away to live with me.

        Come away from the world in which you live,

        With all its misery.

      

        

      
        For I can give you comfort

        From all of your sadness and pain.

        I will give you unlimited treasures.

        Oh, what riches you stand to gain!

      

        

      
        And you shall forget all of your troubles,

        You will forget your nightmares.

        You will no longer have responsibilities.

        You will no longer have any cares.

      

        

      
        Come join me. Don’t resist my offer.

        You will have power and a higher role.

        All I ask is that you follow

        And surrender to me your soul.

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Beware the Jack-O-Lantern

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        The Jack-o-lantern on the porch

        Seems so innocent and quiet.

        But when nobody’s looking,

        It takes form and causes riot.

      

        

      
        It is a monster with the pumpkin on its head

        And branches for a body.

        It looks just like a human form

        Wearing clothes so old and shoddy.

      

        

      
        It pulls the stem from its head

        To use as a knife to kill.

        It hunts and slices anyone it finds.

        With a victorious cry so shrill.

      

        

      
        It’s only on Halloween

        The Jack-o-lantern begins its spree.

        It rampages through the neighborhood,

        Killing all that it will see.

      

        

      
        And when Halloween night is over

        And those who lived gone home,

        The Jack-o-lantern returns to normal

        To wait another year to roam.
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