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“After a Flood, Children are filled with the Holidays.”



This dedication was created in the July 10, 2023, flood for survivors in Highland Falls, West Point, and Orange County, NY, and my family.
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​Days After ~
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In the picturesque village of Highland Falls, nestled in the heart of Orange County, New York, morning unfolded softly. Customers lined up at the cozy cafe known as "Crisp Joy." Its owner, Crisp, a stocky man with piercing green eyes, carried a soft-stern demeanor masking a gentle heart. His cafe was renowned for serving the most delightful Pumpkin Vanilla Latte Chocolate Chip Cookies, welcoming locals and tourists far and wide.

Meanwhile, a few city blocks away, Lou, a soft-spoken brunette with mesmerizing blue eyes, worked as a life insurance tele-agent. Despite being apart for years, their high school friendship had left a lasting impression on both kind hearts.
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​Hello, Crispy ~
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During a brisk fall day, sipping coffee and reminiscing about the flood that struck the town the previous fall, Lou decided to meet while scrolling through her phone. She found Crisp's contact and hesitated momentarily. Then, with courage, she typed, “Hello, Crispy,” and hit send.

As the phone rang, Crisp's heart raced. When he heard the familiar voice on the other end, his eyes widened in surprise. "Lou?" he exclaimed. "Is that you?"
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​Old Memories ~
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Their laughter echoed through the phone, and as they talked, it felt as if they had picked up right where they had left off. Consider Love, a whimsical Irish-speaking sprite newly hired at the cafe, who giggled along while listening, adding a touch of magic to help Crisp reconnect.
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​The Essence ~
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As autumn painted the town in hues of gold, Crisp and Lou's friendship rekindled. They exchanged texts like old pen pals, while Love's whimsical charm sprinkled every drink with hope. The essence of the season awakened everyone's souls, and Love's soft humming danced through the air, occasionally punctuated by a giggle.
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​Winter's Whisper ~
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Winter wrapped Highland Falls Park in a festive embrace. Crisp and Lou shared tales while casually speaking on their phones, their bond growing stronger as icicles formed outside the cafe windows. Love's voice carried concern, sensing the miles between them.
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​Loves Entrance ~
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In early autumn, Crisp invited Lou to visit his cafe in person. Nervously, she accepted, her heart fluttering with anticipation. Love, the merry sprite, teased Crisp about the impending meeting, filling the air with mischievous laughter and excitement.
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​Sweet Refrain ~
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As spring blossomed, Crisp and Lou's connection deepened. The cafe became a sweet refrain of love, laughter, and companionship. Love played her part, adding lyrical Irish lines that brought smiles to visitors, young and old alike.
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