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  Introduction


  The Pacific Northwest is a loosely defined region, generally considered to include all of Oregon and Washington, the sections of Idaho and Montana west of the Rocky Mountains, and the southern section of British Columbia. On its western side, this vast area is dominated by the influence of the eastern Pacific Ocean, and includes rocky shores, coastal dunes, rain forests, and lowland estuaries. Eastward rises the mighty Cascade Range with its towering volcanic peaks, and beyond prevails a rain shadow over the eastern half of the region, drying out the land and providing four distinct seasons. There we find great grass- and shrublands, deserts of sage, and endless cropland, until the terrain once again rises toward the Rocky Mountains. This geographic diversity, with its accompanying array of climate zones and vegetation, provides for an incredible number and variety of bird species (over 400 species have been recorded). The Pacific Northwest supports habitat for resident breeders and seasonal visitors, as well as those birds passing through from other breeding and wintering grounds. From Shearwaters on the open ocean, Tufted Puffins on the rugged coast, White-tailed Ptarmigans high in the arctic zone of Mount Rainier, to Chukars in the arid, rocky basins, this guide describes 300 of the most common birds you are likely to encounter here and should give you a good start to your birding exploration and enjoyment.





  Notes about the Species Accounts


  Order


  The order of species listed in this guide is based on the most recent version of the Checklist of North American Birds, published by the American Ornithologists’ Union. The arrangement of some groups, especially within the nonpasserines, may be slightly different than that of older field guides but reflects the most recent accepted arrangement.


  Names


  Both the common name and the scientific name are included for each entry. Of the two, the universally accepted scientific name of genus and species is the more reliable identifier because common names can vary by region and sometimes there may be more than one. Also, if you know a little Latin, you can often learn interesting facts about a bird from its Latin name. For instance, the Clark’s Nutcracker’s generic name nucifraga, derives from the Latin nucis, meaning nut, and fraga, meaning to break.


 Families


  Birds are grouped into families based on similar traits, behaviors, and genetics. When trying to identify an unfamiliar bird, it can often be helpful to first place it into a family, which will reduce your search to a smaller group. With birds you are already familiar with, try to understand what makes them fit into their particular family. Characteristics like bill size and shape, feeding behavior, and habitat preference can be remarkably consistent within a family. Then when you encounter an unfamiliar bird, you can make a pretty good guess as to what group it belongs to (or doesn’t!).


  Size


  The size given for each bird is the average length from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail if the bird was laid out flat. Sometimes females and males vary in size, and this variation is described in the text. Size can be misleading if you are looking at a small bird that happens to have a very long tail or bill. It can be more effective to judge the bird’s relative size by comparing the size difference between two or more species.


  Season


  The season given in the accounts is the time when the greatest number of individuals occur in the Pacific Northwest. Some species are year-round residents, some may spend only summers or winters here, and some may be transient, only stopping during the spring or fall migration. Even if only part of the year is indicated for a species, be aware that there may be individuals that arrive earlier or remain for longer than the given time frame. Plumage also changes with the season for many birds, and this is indicated in the text and illustrations.


 Habitat


  A bird’s habitat is one of the first clues to its identification. Note the environment (including vegetation, climate, elevation, substrate, presence or absence of water) where you see a bird and compare it with the description listed. This can be especially helpful when identifying a bird that shares traits with related species. For example, Western Gulls and California Gulls are similar, but California Gulls may be found far inland while Western Gulls are strictly coastal.


  Illustrations


  The illustrations show the adult bird in the plumage most likely to be encountered during the season(s) it is in the Pacific Northwest. If it is likely that you will find more than one type of plumage during this time, the alternate plumage is also shown. For birds that are sexually dimorphic (females and males look different), illustrations of both sexes are usually included. Other plumages, such as those of juveniles and alternate morphs, are described in the text.





  Bird Topography and Terms


  Bird topography describes the outer surface of a bird and how various anatomical structures fit together. Below is a diagram outlining the terms most commonly used to describe the feathers and bare parts of a bird.
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  NONPASSERINES

  GEESE, DUCKS, MERGANSERS
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Greater White-fronted Goose, Anser albifrons

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)

  Size: Large, but highly variable 28"

Season: Fxall through Spring

Habitat: Swamps, marshy areas, coastal fields, inland grain fields


  The Greater White-fronted Goose is a medium-size goose that breeds in the Arctic and winters or migrates through the Pacific Northwest. Its plumage is grayish brown above and on the head and neck, while its tail coverts and terminal tail band are white. The breast and flanks are barred with brown and black, and the bill is pinkish, bordered at the base by white along the front of the face (lacking in juveniles). The upper portion of the flanks form a thin white line. These geese forage for a variety of plants or small invertebrates in marshes or nearby fields. The adult is illustrated.
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Snow Goose, Chen caerulescens

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, Mergansers)


  Size: 28"


  Season: Winter

Habitat: Grasslands, marshes


  Traveling in huge, impressive flocks, the Snow Goose visits the Pacific Northwest to spend the winter after breeding in the Arctic tundra. It has two color forms: the “blue” and the more common “white.” The white form is predominantly white with black outer wing feathers and a pale yellowish wash to the face during summer. The blue form retains the white head and lower belly but is otherwise dark slate gray or brownish gray. In both morphs, its bill is pink, thick at the base, and has a black patch where the mandibles meet. The legs of both types are pink. Snow Geese feed mostly on the ground, eating shoots, roots, grains, and insects. The similar Ross’s Goose is smaller and has a shorter bill. The white-morph adult is illustrated.
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Brant, Branta bernicla

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)

Size: 25.5"


  Season: Spring through fall

Habitat: Coastal bays, marshes or nearby fields


  The Brant is a small, dark, fairly short-necked goose with a short, stubby bill. Its plumage is barred sooty gray above with black flight feathers. Its underparts are mixed gray and white down to the flanks, then become pure white to the short, black-edged tail. The head and neck are black with a partial white neck band (lacking in juveniles). The sexes are similar, and Pacific races, like the Black Brant, which is most common in the Pacific Northwest, tend to be darker along the breast with no distinct line between the neck and breast. Brant feed in the water for eelgrass and aquatic invertebrates or in nearby fields for insects and emit a low, throaty, croaking call. They fly low to the ground in rather loose, unorganized groups. The adult Pacific morph is illustrated.
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Canada Goose, Branta canadensis

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)

Size: 27–35", depending on race

Season: Winter

Habitat: Marshes, grasslands, public parks, golf courses


  Washington’s most common goose, the Canada Goose comprises several subspecies—fewer since a recent reclassification placed some of its smaller members under the Cackling Goose. Often found in suburban settings, this vegetarian bird forages on land for grass, seeds, and grain or in the water, upending like the dabbling ducks, for aquatic vegetation. It has a heavy body with short, thick legs and a long neck. Overall it is barred gray brown with a white rear, short black tail, black neck, and a white patch running under the neck to behind the eyes. During its powerful flight in the classic V formation, the white across the rump makes a semi-circular patch between the tail and back. Its voice is a loud honk. The adult is illustrated.
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Cackling Goose, Branta hutchinsii

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 26"


  Season: Fall and spring migrant; winter in some areas

Habitat: Lakes, grasslands, parks


  The Cackling Goose was previously considered a subspecies of the Canada Goose. In appearance, it is like a compressed version of the much larger Canada Goose with a shorter neck, a shorter and stubby bill, and a more rounded head with a steep forehead. When seen together, the size difference between Cackling and Canada is dramatic. They are often seen in flocks pecking at grasses and seeds in fields, or dabbling for aquatic plants in nearby streams and lakes. The voice is a high-pitched honking— like the Canada Goose but higher. The adult is illustrated.
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Tundra Swan, Cygnus columbianus

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 52"


  Season: Spring through fall

Habitat: Coastal estuaries, shallow lakes, upland tundra


  The Tundra Swan is America’s most widespread swan and also the smallest, wintering along coastal areas of North America and nesting in the tundra of the far north. It is white overall, sometimes stained with brown, except for a black bill and legs. The bill shows a variable-sized patch of yellow just in front of the eye, or this area may be completely black. The Tundra Swan has a long neck and long body, a forehead and crown that are quite rounded, and an upper mandible that has a slightly concave profile. Juveniles are dusky gray with a pinkish bill. They forage for aquatic plants and animals, either on the ground or in the water. The adult is illustrated.
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Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)

Size: 60"


  Season: Spring through fall

  Habitat: Wooded wetlands, rivers, lakes


  The Trumpeter Swan is the largest swan, with a wingspan of over 6 feet and a body weight of up to thirty pounds (noticeably larger than the similar Tundra Swan). It has a long, thin neck that is commonly held in a gentle curve, and a short tail. The plumage is all white, while the feet and bill are black. Unlike the Tundra Swan, it shows no yellow at the base of the bill, and the bill is quite straight along the edges. Juveniles are smudged with gray overall and have brownish legs and pale bill tips. So named because of its deep, hornlike honking, the Trumpeter Swan was once severely threatened, but has made a significant comeback thanks to conservation efforts. The adult is illustrated.
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Wood Duck, Aix sponsa

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 18"


  Season: Year-round

Habitat: Wooded ponds and swamps, primarily in the Puget Sound region


  The regal Wood Duck is among the dabbling ducks, or those that tip headfirst into shallow water to pluck aquatic plants and animals from the bottom. The male is long tailed and small billed and shows a dark back, light buff flanks, and sharp black-and-white head patterning. It also sports a bushy head crest that droops behind the nape. The female is gray brown with spotting along the underside and a conspicuous white teardrop-shaped eye patch. Both sexes swim with their heads angled downward as if in a nod and have sharp claws, which they use to cling to branches and snags. The breeding female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)

Size: 23"


  Season: Year-round

Habitat: Virtually any water environment, parks, urban areas


  The ubiquitous Mallard is the most abundant duck in the Northern Hemisphere. It is a classic dabbling duck, plunging its head into the water with its tail up, searching for aquatic plants, animals, and snails, although it will also eat worms, seeds, insects, and even mice. Noisy and quacking, it is heavy but is a strong flier. The male has a dark head with green or blue iridescence, a white neck ring, and a large yellow bill. The underparts are pale, with a chestnut-brown breast. The female is plain brownish with buff scalloped markings, a dark eye line, and an orangey bill with a dark center. The speculum is blue on both sexes, and the tail coverts often curl upward. Mallards form huge floating flocks called “rafts.” To achieve flight, it lifts straight into the air without running. The breeding female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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Gadwall, Anas strepera

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 20.5"


  Season: Year-round

Habitat: Shallow lakes, marshes


  The Gadwall is a buoyant, plain-colored dabbling duck with a steep forehead and a somewhat angular head. The breeding male is grayish overall with very fine variegation and barring. The rump and undertail coverts are black, the scapulars are light orange brown, the tertials are gray, and the head is lighter below the eye and darker above. Females and nonbreeding males are a mottled brown with few distinguishing markings. In flight, there is a distinctive white speculum that is most prominent in males. Gadwalls dabble or dive for a variety of aquatic plants and invertebrates and often gather in large flocks away from the shore. The breeding female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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Green-winged Teal, Anas crecca

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 14"


  Season: Year-round

Habitat: Marshes, ponds


  The Green-winged Teal is a cute, very small, active duck with a small, thin bill. The breeding male is silvery gray with a dotted, tawny breast patch, a pale-yellow hip patch, and a distinct vertical white bar on its side. The head is rusty brown with an iridescent green patch around and behind the eye. Females and nonbreeding males are mottled brown with a dark eye line and white belly. Green-winged Teals dabble in the shallows for plant material and small invertebrates. They are quick and agile in flight and sport a bright green speculum. They form very large winter flocks. The breeding female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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American Widgeon, Anas americana

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 19"


  Season: Winter

Habitat: Shallow ponds, fields


  The American Widgeon is also known as the Baldpate, in reference to its white crown. A wary and easily alarmed duck, it feeds on the water’s surface, often gleaning prey stirred up by the efforts of diving ducks. The underside is a light cinnamon color with white undertail coverts, and the back is light brown. The male has a white crown and forehead with a very slight crest when seen in profile and a glossy dark-green patch extending from the eye to the back of the neck. A white wing covert patch can usually be seen on the folded wing but is more obvious in flight. The head of the female is unmarked and brownish. The breeding female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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Northern Pintail, Anas acuta

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks, Mergansers)


  Size: 21"


  Season: Year-round

Habitat: Marshes, shallow lakes, coastal bays


  Among the most abundant ducks in North America, the Northern Pintail is an elegant, slender dabbling duck with a long neck, small head, and narrow wings. In breeding plumage, the male has long, pointed central tail feathers. It is gray along the back and sides with a brown head and a white
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